


| It is the cold that comforts
us, the chill that warms us
and the emptiness that fills
our dead bellies,

We call it the Black Metal Egg.
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It is the darkness that
gives us our insight,
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It is my thrice-great granddaughter who

; approaches me to ask for my protection. She
knows that, of all the Kuei-jin, I am the one
most likely to help. It is part of the Way.
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The monster, a devourer of children,
is almost surely Kuei-jin

I yield to the tenet of my chosen
e path. Anything else would be an
Though is it my duty offense under Heaven.

according to the
second tenet, I do
not want to do this
thing. I am a
scholar, the passion
of violence is not my
way. It is too sticky,
too hot.

It is difficult to
maintain Cold Mind
in the madness of
conflict,
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I seek anaudience with the Bone Flower Ancestor of Beiiing.

She has had many more years to learn the
ways of the Middle Kingdom than I. She
speaks with old and knowledgeable spirits.

When she is done with her conversation, she turns to me.

She turns away,and I
leave, my mind clear
| and cold.

|
Gearlet and amber (anterns

cast this tervible waﬁm*
ok & bereek, Heal 6 Hhe falher
o mirage.
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The ugly section of Beijing prowled by my new prey iS  semsmss
not large. But more of the Wicked City worms its way in - |
every day. Perhaps I can strip some of it away again.
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I will walk through the neighborhood as often ;~:*;*.uﬁ*ﬁ*‘gﬂﬂ'fe:-'.i;ﬁi;g
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as necessary to learn every strand of this web. et
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It takes only one night to learn it well
= = v/
enough to become the spider at the 3\
center of its streets and alleys.
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As the ancestor said, he is both a Devil-Tiger and an akuma.
N
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He strikes at me with a ' I am as hard to strike as the retreating
clawed hand, but I yield. - W~ tide. My flesh recoils from his touch, and
= ' . he has done nothing but leave himself

open. I do not strike back. Where is the

It would seem that you are less fierce than
the legends had suggested, Devil-Tiger.
Perhaps being the lapdog of the Yama Kings
has made you weak?

His anger is too great for
him to express. The child
is forgotten now. I yield,
fall back, yield and fall
back again.

b ARl

' 1 He is too enraged to see where I am taking him. When this building is
q finished, it will be the highest in Be
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The sharpened metal beam is my
work. The workmen will wonder what
it is doing here in the morning




The sun will be up shortly.
Tl stand here until then.
It would be most rude not
to see him to the very
threshold, would it not?
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. THE STILLNESS |
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5 , o | | This'is the essence of Yin:
= e Stillness where the other is loud. 3l .
' JJJJJ ¢ | To bE ch:ﬂed WhETE the ﬂfhﬂ‘r Is warm. i ” WT“?'-ii-’;':;a;;_;g _____
4 Ll ~ Yielding where the other is rigid.
& : : To be moist where the other is dry.
Mﬁ” ) - To be absent where.the other is. P
¢ There is nothing else. ! A
B | t
%
P %’%3%
- £
—
% The Bone Ancestor of Chongging recently prepared !1fet1mes,}f still haye nﬂt}}e:?f'zd Eve:ﬂhlﬁg' gtﬁ;e
| an edifying text about the Song of the Shadow Dharma isndmu; Ll M milc * 1 3 ffclie ? E; f: Ebl ¥
to be taught to hin who thought they were inclined e A&rel;rieeam;n%hy_ asti SRR ?ics Elrft DS;
toward this path. She sent it to the Bone Flower ances- z{:::iel;iéfnth 2 L El:; ﬂ:; 22.311: f':::.-m hﬁi -'m
; tors in Changan, Seoul, Tokyo and Beijing via e-mail. b ' , ‘
g 3 e Or at least that’s what the crazy man said. And 1 .

It has since been named the Internet Sutra.

Even the wisest among us has her regrets. It is
the way of all things that have ever lived. It is my

‘most earnest regret that I cannot listen to every

ghost who wishes to speak with me. The knowledge
is really.what I'm seeking. It 1s the one key that

opens this Black Metal Egg. And even after 30

watch the screen, and I read the scrolls, and I listen

“to the ghosts — so very many ghosts since the great
storm, how shall I speak with them all? Before thy

storm, it was much guieter here.
I prefer the quiet. Or; failing that, a whisper,

perhaps the briefwhisper of a ghoestly companion. I

.'\sl




. the warm and sweaty masses of humamty That is a
% path for the others. They are too warm for me, the
_ '.:.'%vmg They shiver in my presence antgglance at me
i ce as if to say, “Why are you so cold, old
wcmlan? Are you dead that you make me shiver 562"
' " But then they remember their manners, and they
‘temember that the Middle Kingdom does not belnng
4 tothe living’ alone. It belongs to the living and the
"% 1 dead and the spirits and the half-dead and the

k-
s

0 {:{._.fgmﬁg ander tiany the ce1l,mg of Heaven.

" " knowledge. There is too much to learn to'be doing.
i %ﬁad I not obligations to my wu, it is unlikely that I
 ¥%wonld leave this cﬂmfurtmg half-darkness. I am of

this place,and itis of me. Yin is stfong here. | make

it $0 im.my arrangement of the pool and in the'near

absence of light and in the fungus garden I cultivate.

smake it so by keem;&ng a chill in the air. It iS“most
mappmpnate for the dead to forget that they are
dead (as the Dragnns must someday realize), and th&
chill reminds me of my place under HeavengFhe

smell of fungus and the constant drip Df&t, these

are 51mu1tane~nusly the trappings and the cumfnttn.:_

;ng echoes of what | have become.

‘Here is something I have learned: It alwa',rs falls

to Bone Flowers to write things. Devil-Tigers and
- Dragons have nio time to write. Centipedes can only
“write while wearing s%me of their masks and nnt

‘while wearing others. ranes can write, but only

they’re reminding someone of her obligations under'

r Heaven. Most repetitive, the Cranes. But we teach
-~ ..and chronicle and write. You'd think the Bone
- Flowers were the scribes of Heaven Scholars have
always been used to others’ ends. That is, perhaps,

it “why so many have embraced the study of IﬂﬂI&i..:;' '

‘spitited subjects of-late. “Listening to the Song of
‘the ‘Shadow n@»longe:r means sitting in.a temple all
i n1ght august ancestor,” they say to me, wrapping
their disdain in respectful words, as though 1:11-3*1,r
%cmld ever wrap any words up so well that | cﬁﬂld not
see what was inside. As though I hadn’t done 1,000

: ssancestor does not become an ﬁﬁ@@stm w1thnut learn-
ing all the myriad ways ﬂlen and all i its uses, bﬂth
blunt and subtle. ~ & -

o

It%ﬂﬂ mﬂegant to win after fighting. 01:11?”

slightly less: elegant is to win while fighting. The
most elegant way to win is without fighting, and
“isn’t that one of Yin's many secrets? The:moment
befote a fight has mf:mtely more potential. It can

— * shift andslide and a million outcomes canybe plucked,
" like petals from d}rlng flowers. Once the fight has
%f’ & begun, there are many fewer options. Fight. Flee.

& Win. 'Lose. Most inelegant. And once the fight is
’ one, are there not still fewer pﬂsmblhtles? Wu‘i

&

%%.eﬁet silence, and I prefer solitude. I am notone for -

-E.?‘-'

bestial half-spirits they call theshengeyokai. AH one

times w@at they are gmn’é‘ﬂ;.lt to do this night. An

Lose. Let the Devil- -Tigers and the Dragons rage and
bluster hke the storms of §
not ftg@t me. Fi ht a Devil-Tiger, see a Devil-Tiger.
Flgl‘lf‘.ﬂ ﬁraﬁﬂn, see a Dragﬂrn Fight a Bone Flower,

see an unexpected sunrise. My enemies do not see

me. They consume their Chi and realize too late
that the blood was poisoned. My enemies discover

 midday that the oil over theiphosphorous has finally

dnpped away.... The urge to dum1patc—: and swagger

and see the fear in the enemy’s eyes, it is all so
‘uncouth, so..
_tion. | seek Iesults [t is cleaner. There is no pride.
i 4 Bue I still prefer not to leave this great temple of ~ There is absence of pride. That heckling loathsome
L __voice is quiet in us. That is the dtfﬁm;ence between
thugs and assassins. Thugs want to! swagger and

2y want to

. Western. |1 do net seek cnnfmnta—

intimidate and browbeat more than t
succeed. Assassins want simply to pmceed to the
next objective. '

Is it cold, that idea? That is the word I so often

_hear. Cold."As though it were a bad thing. There are
huther words that one- ‘could 'use. Controlled. De- :
_tached. Unrespﬂnsme And, of course, the term that *
‘resonates ‘with Shadow Songs everywhere: cold-
as though that phrase sums up the

‘minded. It is
essence of our Dharma. We are minded. Mmdedas in
. possessing minds and using them, minded as in obeyed.
And" we are cold. As in detachﬁd All that makes us
what we are, we attribute to that concept. We are
assassins because we are cold-minded. We are vivi-
sectionists because'we are cold-mind

ed. We are dip-
lomats because we are cold-minded. Tt is the Yin that
calms our minds and takes away the heat mirage
of passions.

Without tB; prmclple:ﬂf Cold Mind to gmde us,

Bone Flowers are hand shadows on the wall.

When I am in my wu, l am not the fist. [ am not

the heart. I am not the teeth. I am the eyes and the
Cold Mind. And without eyes, men stumble and

fall. And without the Cold Mmd men act rashly. So
too the wi.

%t is all rlddles and darkness.
i Ku Zu, BDHE Ancestur of Chnngqmg ;

._...

Fﬂr-mﬂlenma, Kuei-jin-following the Song of
the Shadow have been preparing. These “Bone Flow-

«ers” have lurked in dusty libraries, journeyed to the -
ends of the Earth and voyaged into the worlds be-

yond the Wall. They have trafficked with Yama

Kings, fought alongside Devil-Tigers and intrigued

i

with Resplendent Cranes. They have gathered a
great library of secret knﬂwledge at Chongging and
established other hidden temples, rich in Yin Chi.
‘They have become ambassadors to the shen and
experts on the Restless Dead in particular. The?
have learnﬂd the artsof stealth and assassination.

mer; my enemies do
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The SrLiness oF Suapows

They have mastered the perfect emotionless state of
the Cold Mind. They have supported the Five ' Au-
gust Courts of the Quincunx, the Japanese uji and
the Green Courts of Korea. They have destroyed
some Kin-jin and protected others.

Al this, the Bone Flowers have doneé to ready
themselves for the storm now raging in the Under-
world and preparing to scour the Middle Kingdom.
To ready themselves for the dreaded Sixth Age.

The Sjxrv ge

If such a thing is possible, Bone Flowers dread
the coming of the Sixth Age more than any other
Kuei-jin. Knowledge, truth and learning are early
casualties of any despotic regime, a fact to which
any historian of the Middle Kingdom can attest.
Bone Flowers frequently point-te.Cambodia two
decades ago. Pol Pot’s systematic execution of schol-
ars and any who wore glasses or spokemore than one
language was a terrifying omen of things to come.
Those who follow the Song of the Shadow fully
expect to be treated in a similar fashion once the
Age of Sorrow arrives. * "

Many ancestors near to attaining The Hundred
Clouds are deiving themselves mercilessly to reach
that most exalted state, so that they may transcend
this world before the Demon Emperor takes his
throne. Other ancestors call this behavior self-serv-
ing and not'in line with the principle of Yin. These
others continue to work with the less enlightened
and know that when the Tenth Dawn comes, they
will be ready. This emotional detachment and open-
ness to receiving wisdom is the epitome of the Cold
Mind, the guiding principle of the Dharma.

Bone Flowers will assumé a number of roles
based on the tenets of their Dharma once the Sixth
Age erupts. They will endeavor to maintain a cer- *
tain basic level of cohesiveness among mortals and
shen through diplomacy, they will protect their gath-
ered knowledge from utter destruction, and they
will attempt ‘to safeguard the institution of the
family (however they define it) through the horrors
of the Sixth Age. ¥ e,

There are certain Bone Flowers whose training
is almost exclusively in stealthiand memorization.
Their role is to memorize the great writings of the
Kuei-jin scholars and to keep as low-a profile as
possible during the Sixth Age, hopefully to last
through the Age and bring their learning to a pre-
sumably ignorant populace. Those Bone Flowers
who opt to study alone and not become part of a wu
are often chosen for this duty, called da xue, mean-
ing “the great learning.”
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Save for those dedicating themselves to da xue
%%@lﬂm’ the Bone Flowers continue their traditional

‘toles as part of their preparation for the Age of
- Sqrmw. They continue to study and explc:-re to
: - learn from the other Dharmas in courts and wu; to
traffic with the dead and the spirits and to learn
the ways of stealth, espionage and assassination.
Despitesthe fact that most see them as reclusive
scholars, these'duties bring Bone Flowers out into

gb@ world (and worlds). " -

i " THe tenets of the Dhéfma give a rough idea of "
b g [hﬂ balance of these duties. The pursuit of knowl-
- edge, understanrjmg and the Yin pnnclple (together

as the Black Metal Egg) is primary. Then
c&nes respect of the family and the dead. Stealth,
assassination and espionage are means to these ends,
empl%w?ed to bring the stillness v.::-f Yin to a chaotie
i and ?ml&n’c world.

~““Fach Bone Fluw%; finds her own balance in the
f tem:isi She lear%s fm%hﬁf «manmr& and studies her
wy-m ’ﬁ&s She deals LCit
In these ways, she g

mately, enhghtenment The ﬁallnwmg pagﬂes revealx
the ways in which Bone Flowers learn of their path
~~and.interpret its tenets. Each one studies the Blﬂﬂk '

- Metal Egg in her own wa? S, 39

. .
: '%‘Dharma Book: Bﬂné ers is your guuie to
| the Song of the Shadow, one of the paths of enlight-
4 enment set forth in ancient times by the Grand
| Arhat Xue. This chapter provides a basic overview
i .. of theiRharma, whﬁe each subsequent chapter ad
;:fres,ses a specifu: point. | - |

nsight on th&fuﬂ‘:ﬂtlﬂn of younger Bone Flow-

&ﬁ at the feet of their more enlightened mentors.

~ Along the way, the lessons taught to Masahiro high-
” light the culture and philesophy of the Dharma.
"The young student must understand what a Bone
Flower believes, why Ehﬁ bEllEVES it and how she
b&%leve% it ” b

-----

~==f stmcture of the Dharma throughout the Middle
’ | and b&}'nn it Sﬂme areas are centers of
lower influence and learning, such as the
Bone Court of Chongqing or the Green Courts of

. Korea, while other places look askance.at the pale
necromangcets of the Dharma. This section also gives
“insight into the Bone Flower role in the Great Leap

" Outward and the Dharma’s outlook cmfthe various
/"~ other denizens of the Middle Kingdom.

- R i

Bones and Shadows provides you with a ple thora
»@f tools fc:fr plaw;mg and purtra?mg Bone Flower
ng b ’
Loy i L
i%%&ﬁ&.- " PR

ction of Masahiro pmwdes you with

- The Many Quiet Wavs emmm the nverall

“characters in your chronicle. These include new

Traits, Discipline techniques and rites, as well as
suggestions for preludes, character concepts and
other-elements suited to the Dharma. This chapter
also contains rules and advice for using Bone Flow-
ers in live-action play.

_Masks in the Darkened Theatre and Perfect
Masters provide you with'awariety of Bone Flower
characters to use at your leisure. Some of these are
templates suitable as starting characters, and others
are luminaries and rising stars inn the Dharmsd. The
latter can serve as contacts, allies or mentors for
young Kuei-jin — or even as their rivals or nemeses.

R

Scholars and thinkers, Bone Flowers have de-
veloped whole languages séparate from the other
Dharmas and the cultures of the Middle Kingdom.
Learning requires communication, however, so most
Shadow Songs speak mortal tongues, although they

2 g&ﬂ borrow and transform terms to represent their -
~ beliefs and. discoveries. Following are some of the

more important terms, which crop up thmughaur
this book. s

Black Metal Egg, the: A central Bone Flower
metaphur, it represents both the Yin principle and
ultimate enlightenment. Like many Bone Flower
metaphors it is best understood in context.

Cold Mind: At its most basic, Cold Mind is a
state of preternatural calm and lack of emotion.
Bone Flowers use the term to represent many other
related concepts, huwe%r, so that full meaning is
nnl',r clear through context.

da xue: The great learning. The term most prop-
erly refers to the duty of some wu-less Bone Flowers
tmmemnrxze great texts and preserve them through
the doming Sixth Age. More loosely, the term refers
to the pursuits of Bone Flowers who opt not to join
wu in order to pursue their own studies.
~ ».Empty Hand, the: One of two Bone Flower
schools of thought on the subject of akuma. Its

‘members believe they must keep themselves free of

taint but have no right to interfere with another’s
quest for knowledge, regﬂrdless of the cost of that
quest.

Fishhooks, the: The second of two Bone Flower
schools of thought on the subject of akuma. The
Hooks study, interrogate, trick and torture akuma.
In so doing, they seek to understand the Yama Kings
and damnation without risking their own souls.
Theywill door say aﬁ?ﬁhmg to get information from
an akuma. -

~ koan: A riddle or pamdox that hides deeper
meaning. Bone Flowers use these not only as their
teaching methﬂd but as they advance along the



TII'E. S'lil-llliﬁ oF SHADOWS

Dharma, as their main means of communication.

li: A magical rite. The word means, simulta-

neously, “ritual” and “universal principle.”

Quiet Song, the: The Song of the Shadow
Dharma, also “Shadow Song” or “Singing Shadow
Path.” Also used to mean a fGHGWE!‘ of the Dharma,
like “Bone Flower.”

Resplendent Phoenix Box: A positive meta-
phor for the Yang principle; the opposite number of

i

the BlagksMetal Egg

Sweaty Excited Man, the: “ﬁ ﬁemgatnr*y term
for the Yang principle, used among younger‘Bone
Flowers to represént the almost sexual appeal of
giving in to Yang. Also “The Sweaty Man.”

tians Heaven. Bone Flowers (and other Kugi-

jin) of the Quincunx often speak of their duties *

under tian, especially when discussing things the?
must do despite persnnal inclination. :

o
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The justrucrion or Masanjro

JNSTRULRTION

OF MASANIRD

The mentor-student bond, always important to Kuei-
jin, is even more critical to Bone Flowers. The Song of the
Shadow centers on learning and understanding, and a
teacher’s lessons slake the young hin’s first thirsts. Bone
Flowers often collect mentors over their existences, seeking
instruction from different jina and mandarins while sull disciples.

The following letters provide an example of Bone Flower
instruction. Although both teacher and student are Japa-

nese, Shadow Songs teach these lessons in various forms
across the Middle Kingdom.

THE OcEaN AND THE
MounTajns

Masahiro,

[ must first say to you “welcome.” Or should it be
“welcome back”? When I saw you die, I hoped you
would die beautifully and well and find a more lasting
peace than my own. I must also tell you now, before you
begin getting nervous, that I harbor no animosity to-
ward you for the way I ended my living days. You were
simply doing what [ would have done in your position.
You were just the more clever of us. That said, | must
confess a selfish pleasure at the thought of your most
knowledgeable company. It has been determined that
[ shall be your teacher on this side of death. I am
surprised that the ancestors of the wji feel I know

enough to teach, but in the Fifth Age, things are
hurried, and empty formality must be dispensed with
— except by the Cranes, evidently. I welcome your
company because | have always envied your most
remarkable intellect. On those occasions when I medi-
tate upon my Dharma, I think of it as walking alongside
an enormous river. I do not see how far away the ocean
is behind me, but rather, how distant the mountains
are ahead of me. I will teach you well, and with your
quick mastery of knowledge, perhaps you will be teach-
ing me in 100 years or when next we meet. Please do
not mistake knowledge for enlightenment, however.
You will quickly discover that the things we learn are
less valuable than the steps we take to learn them.

For you, | will momentarily put aside the riddles in
which [ wrap my words. In time, the riddle will be your
most fluent tongue just as it is mine, but for now, with
your head still full of death and pain and Hell, I think
I'd best be as forthcoming as | can remember how. I will
make no promises for my success. If I say something
that makes no sense, assume that it has meaning, and
think on it. Know that it is not my intent to misguide
or deceive you in any way. If I say something that
strikes you as insane, discard my words, but hold onto
the sense of what I say. Perhaps you will learn some-
thing more valuable than anything mere directness
could convey. Birds in cages cannot fly.

"You have seen the First of Ten Dawns and chosen
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to walk the road of the scholar, listening to the voice of
Yin. I knew you would. When one first takes the
Second Breath, when one has just learned the name
and the tenets of the Dharma one will follow, one
begins to play a game with oneself. What Dharma
would my lover follow, what Dharma would my sister
follow, what Dharma would my friend follow... if she
were to take the Second Breath! It is a game that
remains interesting for all of a year, if that. There are so
many things of greater weight to ponder that games fall
quickly by the wayside. When I played that old game,
however, | thought about you, my respected enemy,
and | knew that if you were to become one of us, one of
the Kuei-jin, you would follow the Song of the Shadow
as well. You were too much my rival to do otherwise.
You have that curiosity in you. You always liked the
smell of books, the hunting down of new words, the
sense of accomplishment when you gained some new
knowledge. You too found yourself more interested by
the words on the page than by the dullards who milled
about you with their mouths hanging open and their
glazed-eye stare. And now, you too have fallen. You
certainly took your time. And you too have found a
rope to climb back up. And it is the same rope I have
been climbing since my Second Breath. It is a cold
rope. A subtle rope. A dark rope. But if you are persis-
tent, it will take you where you wish to go, and you shall
become, as | am, a Bone Flower.

Respectfully,
— Dojima An

Tue CoLbNEess oF YN
Masahiro,

| am pleased to see you coming along so quickly. I
sense that, perhaps, you are feeling discouraged. Do
not. If you bring to bear the Cold Mind, you will
succeed where it seems only failure is possible. If you
take a child, feed him candy and excite him with lurid
stories, he will not read the words in the book in front
of him. That is because of the hot mind. Hot mind
favors doing and moving. Cold Mind favors knowing
and thinking. The self-control granted by cold-
mindedness is what allows Bone Flowers to ignore pain,
to spend month after month doing nothing but study-
ing old books, to wait for one’s target like a spider in its
web. You will learn 1,000 lessons in a day; most of them
will hurt a little, and some of them will hurt a good deal
more than that. Let me soften what blows I may by
giving you the fundamental principles of what is, in
effect, your new religion.

We are Bone Flowers, followers of the Song of the
Shadow, adherents of the principle of Yin. We call Yin
the key to the Black Metal Egg. Once you have gained
enough parts of the key, you will be able to unlock the
egg. | am told by those wiser than I that the contents of
the egg are most engrossing. We strive to be the buddhas
of the still winter night. We observe and learn and

analyze and record. We are the minds of Kuei-jin
society, just as the Cranes are the morals and the Devil-
Tigers are the claws. Hold this knowledge like a lover.
[t will grant you rationality that others do not have in
moments of trouble. My sensei in the Song of the
Shadow insists that this distance, this insulation from
the moment, is what lets us advance much more quickly
toward our Dharma. I have not yet chosen what to

think of this.

Do not wonder why you have not yet seen me,
worthy friend. I shall indulge in the virtue of restraint
for weeks to come. You are still burning from Yomi; I
can smell it. Words on the page are colder, more
soothing to your mind. Voices, particularly the voice of
an old enemy, can feel like hot oil on skin already
burnt. Your solitude is preventative.

Respectfully,

— Dojima An

KEeerPers oF THE BLack
MeraL Egg

Masahiro,

You are adapting well. Your mind has cooled
down enough that you are ready to hear my little
stories. Before you read them, however, let me tell you
about the world in which they take place. The foun-
dation of our Dharma consists of eight tenets. The
eight are all that underlay our Dharma. While some
courts may emphasize the various tenets differently,
all eight are always taught together. To do otherwise
would be heresy, and while there are, on occasion,
important lessons to be learned from heresy, the
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- The Ejour Bone Fiower TeNers
. 1: Bathe in the breath of the Ebon Dragon, but
.Z hold fast to the Scarlet Queen’s teardrop. o

2: Behold the pillar of the family, and safeguard
\ it against vandals and thieves.

: 3: Kiss the spirits in their houses and the ghosts
in their shrouds. Both are lonely and adﬂte the
healing touch.

4: Gather what Vnu can from the falling leaves of
knowledge.

5: Press the truth like fine paper, and ink it with
_the visions you have seen.
i;? 6: Give freely of your knnwledg&, but wrap it up !
~ like a precious gift.
7:Look beyond the ﬂbvmus, and discernadeeper
meaning.
8: Console the grieving, and remind them to
respect the dead.
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ancestors are highly critical of those who do not treat
all eight tenets as the fundamental guideposts that
they are. But I am being too blunt. You are neither a
child nor a Devil-Tiger. | apologize for insulting your
intelligence. I must begin treating you like the Bone
Flower you are to become.

Here is your most valuable lesson. An egg that is
too easily cracked is of no value because it will break
before its time. An egg that cannot be cracked is
likewise of no value because its contents cannot be
extracted. We followers of the Song of the Shadow are

the keepers of the Black Metal Egg. I hope you like
riddles.

The GARDENER AND THE EMPEROR

Now, let me tell you about the ancient history of
the Bone Flowers.

Millennia ago, there was a master gardener in the
employ of the old emperor. The emperor was most
demanding. He visited the master gardener one day
among the blossoms he was tending. “The old trees that
you grow are no longer pleasing to me,” the emperor
said. “I have seen those flowers every spring. I have
tasted those fruits every autumn. I want new trees.
They should be unusual. They should please the heart
and edify the mind. Furthermore, they should have
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exotic blossoms and nourishing fruit. You will find such
a tree within five years, or I will put you to death for
incompetence.”

The old master gardener listened to all this. When
the emperor was done, the gardener nodded respect-
fully and smiled to himself as he walked away, for he
had worked for many emperors before this one.

The gardener traveled all through the summer,
looking for new trees with exotic blossoms and nour-
ishing fruit. He spoke with the gardeners from other
lands. They extolled the virtues of cherries, persim-
mons and plums. Of lychee and rambutan. Of coconut
and oranges and dates and even exotic pomegranates.
These trees, the master gardener knew already. He had
not become the master gardener for nothing.

He went far to the west, to a place of many un-
learned persons, where they spoke of dates and figs and
apples (all of which, he knew, the emperor would not
care for); he asked if they could show him a tree with
exotic blossoms and nourishing fruit, and they said,
“Our gardener has murdered his brother, our shepherd.
We have cast him out as punishment and so have no
way to show you any blossoms or fruit. Can you show us
your ways!” The master gardener was horrified that a
gardener should become a murderer and that his people
should be rash enough to cast him out without finding
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another to replace him. “I cannot,” said the nonplused

master gardener, and he left and vowed never to enter
that place again.

By the beginning of the winter, the master gar-
dener had collected the seeds of five plants that he had
never seen before. The master gardener found the
number five most auspicious, and he was quite pleased.

He planted the five seeds in the spring. By the
following spring, one of the trees had already grown as
high as his waist. Its flowers were bright red and dripped
a sweet scarlet sap that smelled like childhood and
attracted flies. The gardener showed these to the em-
peror, who only nodded. When the fall came, the fruit
from this tree had a rubbery skin. It was thick and fleshy
and pulsed on the tongue when bitten. The gardener
gave the fruit to the emperor who took a bite and
promptly spit it out. “It is trying to be something it is
not. It does not serve an emperor well to eat of the fruit
of self-deception.” The emperor left then for a private
bedchamber meeting with the empress.

The following spring, another of the new trees was
large enough to bloom. Its blossoms were blue one day
and scarlet the next and bright yellow the next. It was
surely the most colorful tree in the garden, and the
gardener had great hopes for the fall. When fall came,
the gardener offered the emperor the multicolored fruit
of the tree. The emperor took a bite and then spit it out.
[t was hollow, like a dried gourd. “It is full of emptiness
and confusion. | am not certain if [ like it. | am not
certain that I do not like it. It does not serve an emperor
well to eat of the fruits of indecision.” Then the em-
peror staggered slowly from the garden.

The gardener was shaken. Previous emperors had
not been so difficult to please. He hoped that several of
the trees would blossom the next year, but it did not
come to pass. Only one of the trees had flowers, but
those blossoms were unique among all flowers. The red
blossoms burned with hot, tiny flames. The master
gardener was pleased; surely this flower would give rise
to a strange and delicious fruit that the emperor would
find pleasing. The flowers were certainly unique in all
the world. But when fall came, the fruit was hard and
covered with spines. The emperor cut the spines offand
took a bite and promptly spit it out, along with a
mouthful of blood. He glared at the gardener. “It is full
of acid and anger and pain. It does not serve an emperor
well to eat from a fruit that causes him harm.” The
emperor stormed out of the garden, barely able to
control his rage.

The master gardener was becoming concerned. He
could make things grow, but he knew nothing about
these trees. If he did not find a tree that the emperor
liked soon, he would be determined to have no merit,
and he would be put to death.

The fourth of the five trees burst into bloom the
following spring. Its small white blossoms were evenly
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spread along the branches, and they were each pre-
cisely alike. It was certainly a soothing tree to look at.
As the summer passed, it put out fruits that were
precisely alike in shape and color and size. The emperor
arrived in the garden at the peak of the harvest. The
master gardener offered the fruit. The emperor ac-
cepted it and took a bite. He chewed for a moment.
Then, he spat it out. “This fruit tastes of obligation and
is dry as a legalist’s scrolls. It does not serve an emperor
to eat a fruit that makes him thirstier than before he ate
it. Bring me water now, to quench my thirst.” When
the emperor had drunk the water, he cast a judgmental
eye at the master gardener and strode most decorously
from the garden.

The gardener was horrified. There was one remain-
ing tree, and its sickly black trunk and feeble branches
were unlikely to produce flowers, much less bear the
weight of fruit. The winter was a time of great despair
for the master gardener.

In the spring, he watched the last tree carefully. To
his surprise, it produced a single white flower made of
a thin shell of bone. If he squinted, the flower looked
like a skull to him. The gardener was horrified. “If this
blossom bears fruit, it will be too dry, it will be too hard,
and it will have noflavor. Surely, I am to die this autumn.”

As the summer passed, the blossom of bone
crumbled away and gave rise to a single fruit that
looked like a teardrop of black ice. The gardener pre-
pared himself for the next life. If he was to die, he
thought, then it would be better to die by his own hand
than by the emperor’s. He brewed himself a potion
from the most poisonous mushrooms in the garden with
which to end his life should the emperor be displeased.

The appointed hour arrived. The emperor entered

the garden; the master gardener took him to the black

tree. The emperor plucked the icy fruit and promptly
fell over dead.

In the silence that followed the emperor’s death,
the master gardener was enlightened. He consumed the
cold black fruit and began the walk back to his palace.

There. That is our history. That is the end of the
first of the Winter River Sutras.

Respectfully,
— Dojima An

THere js Nlo HjsToRrY

Masahiro,

Still you ask about the history of the Dharma.
Where were we in 18527 Who was the first? What are
the names and the dates, and who was killed, and who
was pronounced akuma, and when did the Bone Ances-
tor build the great subterranean library in Chongging...?

All of that is wrong. You try to break the Black
Metal Egg’s shell, and in so doing, you destroy the egg
itself. If I describe all the tiny bubbles in the foam for
you, will you understand the ocean! If I hand you her
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skin, you will ever be able to converse with the woman?
What you want to know is who you have become and
if you have chosen well, and only you can answer that.
However, that will take time and some small amount of

enlightenment.

But I will give you your history: Since there have
been Kuei-jin, there have always been Bone Flowers.

Is that enough history for you?
I didn't think so.

Here is your history. Xue went into the world of
ghosts to be with his love. His presence there was
deemed a grave trespass under Heaven by the Ebon
Dragon, who destroyed him. Xue's ghostly lover longed
for his return, and her tear mixed with the dust of the
Yin World, and Xue was reformed and complete. Loss
must be paired with hope. Death must be paired with
life. Yin must be paired with Yang. This is what Xue saw.

The Song of the Shadow reveres the Yin World. It
holds the Black Metal Egg sacred and uses the self-
discipline of the Cold Mind to achieve great things. It
holds itself apart and holds the other shen together. It
reveres the principle of life but dispenses death in swift
and subtle ways. This is what Xue saw.

If we were to be dead things come back, we needed
purpose. If we were to be questioned, there must be
answers. If there was to be so much death, then there
had to be life hiding somewhere behind it. This is what
Xue saw.

When the Wan Xian fell and the Wan Kuei ap-
peared upon the world, it was determined that the Hun
should remind them of their obligations to Heaven, the
P’0 should spur them on to achievement, the Resplen-
dent Phoenix Box should allow them to pass among
mortals, and the Black Metal Egg should remind them
at all times that they are dead things, plucked from the
cycle by fate and happenstance. This is what Xue saw.

Since there have been Kuei-jin, there have always
been Bone Flowers. This is what you see now.

If you still want a picture of the foam, you can read
about it in the library at Chongqing.

Respectfully,

— Dojima An

The Bracx PearL Sutra
Masahiro,

You are by the ocean now, would you go farther
toward the mountains? Very well then.

The Black Pearl Sutra begins to explain the tenets of
the Song of the Shadow with this tale. It recounts eight
tales of the great Qin Shao and her quest for enlighten-
ment. Take these stories with you when you begin your

journey and they will shorten your path to The Hun-
dred Clouds.

You wish to know who Qin Shao was before hear-
ing her stories, do you not? | know your questions even
before you ask them, Masahiro.




QQin Shao was one of the greatest and earliest
followers of our Way. She was a scholar of the Fourth
Age and studied with Ki, the student of Xue himself.
She traveled across the many worlds in search of the
Black Metal Egg and came to know many of the secrets
of the Ten Thousand Things under Heaven. She sat in
congress with the Jade Emperor of the Yellow Springs
and rescued her ancestors from suffering at his hands.
She resisted and repelled the temptations of Emma-o
and other Yama Kings but stole secrets from them
nonetheless. In all things, she was supremely cold-
minded and upheld all the tenets.

That is the story of Qin Shao. Does it satisfy your
questioning mind? Yes? What if [ told you that none of
that was true? Are you now unsatisfied? Reflect before
questioning. Even in a lie, there is truth.

Now, cool your mind, and listen to the stories.

Tue Fjrsr Tener: SoMe,
Bur Nor Too Mucs.

Qin Shao journeyed into the north of Korea where
it was very cold. Colder than even she could withstand.
She came upon a wu of five wandering Kuei-jin of all
Dharmas, still early in their kéa. The eldest of them
had taken the Second Breath less than a year ago. They
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were also beginning to suffer from the cold. The Devil-
Tiger said, “A fire will keep us warm!” and so, he
created a fire. He knew that it would cause him great
pain if he touched it, so he immediately jumped into
the fire, screamed once and burned up like a dry leaf.

The Thrashing Dragon laughed at the Devil-Tiger’s
folly. “Stupid Devil-Tiger,” said the Thrashing Dragon.
“l am the creature of Yang and fire around here, not
you,” and he laughed once, stepped into the fire and
burned up like a dry leaf.

QQin Shao was concerned. She hoped that not all of
these Running Monkeys were going to throw them-
selves into the fire. It would be a most inauspicious
omen for her journey.

The Resplendent Crane shook her head at the
other two. “They are most unwise,” she said. She sat
down facing the fire and stared into it for hours in
reverie. When she came out of her reverie, she was
blind from the firelight. “Oh, the gods are punishing
me for my hasty judgements! I have been cruel and
must suffer!” The Crane stepped into the fire, cried out
once and burned up like a dry leaf.

The Kuei-jin on the Path of a Thousand Whispers

wandered near to the fire. Then, he wandered farther
from it. Then, he wandered in circles around the fire.
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Then, he wandered a few stepsaway and began building
another fire, but he grew bored after collecting three or
four sticks. He aimlessly wandered out of the area, and
Qin Shao never saw him again.

Qin Shao was proud that the Bone Flower was the
last survivor of this unwise group. But the young Bone
Flower was not overly wise either. She said to Qin Shao
“Those who need fire are weak and stupid,” and she sat
far from the fire in the coldest wind she could find.
When the sun began torise, she was too frozen to move,
and she rotted away into the snow.

The next night, Qin Shao sat alone next to the fire,
facing away from it so as not to give it any more
importance than it really deserved. She studied the
shapes of the trees in the distance. She was not too near
the fire. She was not overly distant from the fire. It
warmed her, but she did not become warm. Without
Yin we are not Bone Flowers. Without Yang, we are
only ghosts.

Do you understand Masahiro? You had better. Bone
Flowers do not speak to other Bone Flowers but in
koans and metaphors. Directness insults the intelli-
gence and is terribly rude. That is but the first of eight.
Reflect and understand, and then, I will tell you the
second tale of Qin Shao.

Respectfully,

— Dojima An

The Seconp Tener: The Many Pjuars orF
FarmjLy
Masahiro,

I promised you more tales of Qin Shao, did I not?
You should think on these. They will guide you.

Qin Shao was at a temple practicing the pranas
when a wu of young Bone Flowers approached her. She
nodded her assent to come nearer, and they asked,
“Most revered ancestor, the second tenet of the Dharma
charges us to guard the family against those who would
desecrate it. We do not understand how to fulfill
this obligation.”

Qin Shao nodded. “Each of you, go carry out the
tenet as you believe it is meant to be carried out. After
one year, return to this temple, and tell me what you
have discovered. I will tell you if you understand the
tenet correctly.”

The wu departed.

One year later, the five Bone Flowers returned,
wiser for their experience. The first of them approached

Qin Shao.

“I sought to live out the second tenet by protecting
my descendents and their descendents after them from
those who would harm or steal from them. I prevented
a thief from stealing my grandson’s chickens and con-
sumed all the Chi from a brigand who was murdering
people in my grandson's village. Have [ fulfilled the
second tenet?”

AL

“Yes,” said Qin Shao, “that is how it is meant. In
this way, we become the ancestor they pray to
for protection.”

When she had said this, the other members of the
wu looked disappointed, so she asked the next, “What

did you do to follow the second tenet of the Song of
the Shadow?”

“Revered ancestor, | interpreted the tenet to mean
that we were expected to safeguard the institution of
the family itself. I fed off the Chi of husbands who
harmed their families, and I followed men who had
mistresses outside their marriage and made certain that
they were discovered. I also brought punishment to
those who were insufficiently pious toward their parents.”

“Yes,” said Qin Shao, “that is how it is meant. In
this way, we become a stabilizing element, keeping the
tradition of the family alive.”

When she had said this, the other members of the
wu looked disappointed, so she asked the next, “What

did you do to follow the second tenet of the Song of
the Shadow?”

“I believe that all of the mortal world is my family,
therefore I protected those mortals [ encountered from
inappropriate meddling from Kuei-jin and other shen.
I captured and killed a Nezumi rat-changer that was
preying on one of the villages we passed through. I
interceded in a quarrel between a bitter old ghost and
her rash young grandson and taught her to cherish him

as her link to the Middle Kingdom.”

“Yes,” said Qin Shao, “that is how it is meant. In
this way we reach out to the spirits, the ghosts and the
mortals, and we safeguard the well-being of the whole
Middle Kingdom, staving off the arrival of the Sixth Age.”

When she had said this, the remaining members of
the wu looked disappointed, so she asked the next,

“What did you do to follow the second tenet of the
Song of the Shadow?”

“l interpret the second tenet to mean that we are to
protect all those who travel the Shadow Song Path. |
prevented a Devil-Tiger from beginning a fight with a
young Bone Flower whom he surely would have sent to
Final Death. I also engaged a Thrashing Dragon in
debate about the legitimacy of our Dharma, thereby
preventing him from slandering our name in the pur-
suit of his own interests.”

“Yes,” said Qin Shao, “that is how it is meant. In
this way we maintain the integrity of our own Dharma
and show others that we are not simply frigid necro-
mancers and assassins. You interpreted well.”

When she had said this, the last member of the wu
looked disappointed, so she asked him, “What did you
do to follow the second tenet of the Song of the Shadow?”

“Revered ancestor, | protected these four worthies
[ travel with, for they are my family. I saw to it that they
never grew hungry for Chi, and I tended to the needs of
our nushi to keep that spirit strong. I tried to provide a




role model for our Dharma and soothe the others’
tempers when circumstances challenged our
cold-mindedness.”

“Yes,” said Qin Shao, “that is how it is meant. In
this way you strengthen the wu and transcend your old
definition of family; you thereby progress along the
Dharmic path.”

Of all the tenets, this is one of the most multifaceted.

The Tijro Tener:s Nor Bejng a Guost
Thanks 1O A SPIRJT

(QQin Shao was in a boat upon the ocean one night.
She was a fine and experienced sailor. In the distant
moonlight, she beheld two ships near her on the ocean.
One was black as the inside of a mountain on a winter’s
night. Its planking was so dark that the night water
seemed bright in comparison. Its sail was so black that
it seemed to drink in the light of the moon and stars.
Qin Shao was supremely cold-minded, but even she
could be impressed. She wanted to sail on that ship
more than any other.

The other ship was glaring scarlet. Though it pos-
sessed a vulgar beauty, it was too well lit and gaudy. The
sound of men singing came from the scarlet ship and
was most unseemly. She was so fascinated by the dark
black ship that she was right beside the scarlet craft

before she noticed. The men on board called out to her
and asked her to visit them. She did not want to seem
impolite, so she jumped from her ship to theirs. The
men were part men and part beast. They smelled hor-
rible and talked too loudly. She assumed that they were
from very far south because they kept the boat very
warm. The crew of beast-men gathered around Qin
Shao and cooled themselves by her frosty skin. As they
did not hurt her or make improper advances she al-
lowed this, and it lulled them into a sleep. With the
beast-men snoring loudly, she jumped back to her boat.
She hoped she would be able to visit the ebon ship as well.

[t was harder to see. Clouds had rolled in front of
the face of the moon, and the ebon ship was quite hard
to discern, but her cold-minded perseverance paid off,
and she spotted the ship she was looking for. She
boarded the ebon ship and was surprised to see that its
whole crew was made up of ghosts. They were all
flawlessly polite and most learned conversationalists.
They sat around her and discoursed for long hours,
partaking of her relative warmth. The captain of the
ship, in life a peerless scholar, taught Qin Shao many
precious lessons during this conversation, as thanks for
her warmth and attention. She was most pleased at the
bargain.
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Her time there passed like water through a tea
strainer, and hours passed unwatched. Suddenly Qin
Shao was tossed around inside the boat. She went back
on deck and noticed that the clouds she had seen
earlier had brought a very large storm with them.
Enormous waves battered the ebon ship. The crew
wasn't particularly concerned; they were already dead
and had little to lose. Qin Shao knew well that the
ships of the dead do not float well, and she could feel in
the way that it moved that the ebon ship wanted to
plunge down through the icy waters and rest serenely
on the ocean floor far below. While the ghosts were
ready for whatever followed, Qin Shao was not. Her
own ship was now many leagues away, and things
seemed lost.

Then, through the gloom of the storm, she saw the
scarlet ship not too far away, and she called out. The
friendly (though vulgar) beast-men sailed nearer and
lashed their ship to the ebon ship of the ghosts. The
storm tossed them around, but the high-floating scarlet
ship never took on so much as a drop of water. The
scarlet captain, who smelled most of all, said they were
happy to return the favor of her company with safe
passage back to her ship.

When Qin Shao was on the water after that, she
made sure always to hold learned conversations with
the ghost ship, but never let the scarlet ship out of her
sight. Without it, she would have been stranded on the
ghost ship.

Learn from ghosts, but never ignore the spirits.
When the Sixth Age comes, the storm will be great indeed.

The Fourtv TeNeT:

Gamering Knowienge, Rearing Power
The fourth story of Qin Shao tells us that she was

representing all those who follow the Song of the
Shadow in a competition. The first three rounds were
_ to be preliminaries, and the fourth round would deter-
mine the winner.

The first task was to traverse a wall. The Resplen-
dent Crane stood in front of the wall and told it of its
obligations. The Devil-Tiger threw himself at the wall
repeatedly, hoping to knock it down. The Thrashing
Dragon screamed at the wall and, then, whispered
suggestive words to it and touched it in an intimate
fashion. The Rootless Tree put on a succession of
different entertaining masks, looking for the one that
would see through the wall. Qin Shao learned how to
weave a rope and climbed over the wall.

The second task was to move a boulder. The Re-
splendent Crane stood in front of the boulder and told
it of its obligations. The Devil-Tiger threw himself at
the boulder repeatedly, hoping to push it away. The
Thrashing Dragon kissed the boulder and whispered

intimate things to it and, then, screamed at it enraged.
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The Rootless Tree put on a succession of different
entertaining masks, looking for the one that would see
the boulder in a different place. Qin Shao learned how
to make a lever and moved the boulder.

The third test was to cross ariver. It was springtime
and the river was very fast. The Crane reminded the
river of its obligation to let him pass. The Devil-Tiger
slashed furiously at the water and was almost swept
away. The Thrashing Dragon became wet trying to
seduce the water. The Rootless Tree put on a succes-
sion of different entertaining masks, looking for the
one that would show him the world from the other side
of the river. Qin Shao learned how to build a bridge and
walked across it to the other side.

The final test was to make their way through a field
of armed men. Qin Shao simply waited a moment while
the others shamed, killed, seduced and entertained the
armed men, and then, she walked calmly to the finish
line, where she won.

This is why we are scholars. This is why we seek out
that which others have forgotten or never learned.
Nothing is so flexible as knowledge. A Bone Flower's
worth is derived entirely from what she knows.

T Firrat TENET:
Ovursjpe THe Heap. jusjpe THe Heap.

Qin Shao cold-mindedly stopped thinking. When
she did, the rock was just a rock, the cricket was just a
cricket, and the clouds were just clouds. Those things
were just as they were, with no names, no meaning and
no attributions. When Qin Shao thought again, the
rock was the rock that had killed her brother, and she
was sad; the cricket was the same cricket she had heard
when she was falling in love as a young woman, and she
was broken-hearted; and the clouds were the clouds
covering the sky the day she died. She wanted to weep.
Qin Shao stopped thinking again, and those three
things were just as they were once more, with no
names, meanings or attributions but what we choose to
give them.

Then hersister’s great-great-great grandchild came
and spoke to her. She was cold-mindedly not thinking,
and he was just a talkative boy, perhaps a source of Chi.
Then she began thinking again, and the boy was her
sister’s great-great-great grandchild, and she was filled
with joy, and she was reminded why it is that the Wan
Kuei are here in the first place.

The world of objects and facts is the stuff upon
which we project meaning, and the two rely on each
other for definition. Objects without meaning may as
well not exist, and fantasy disengaged from the real
world cannot sustain us. Just as we are intermediaries
between the living and the dead, and between Kuei-jin
and other shen, so too must we balance between the
objective and subjective worlds.
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The Sixrn Tener: The Djrrjcowr Gjrr

Qin Shao was revered for her wisdom and vast
learning. A great emperor engaged her services as a
tutor for his son, who was to be the emperor after him.
Qin Shao agreed, and she became the tutor of the next
emperor. His father came to Qin Shao one day and said,
“I must go to Beijing. My son is to get one present a day
for the duration of my absence. See to it that this
thing happens.”

Qin Shao was not a nanny, but a scholar, and were
she less cold-minded, she would have happily left the
boy to rot until his father returned. Being cold, she was
able to understand the necessity of the emperor’s trip to
Beijing and for the young emperor-to-be to receive
gifts in his absence.

The first night, Qin Shao gave the boy a beautiful
cricket cage that had taken a truly skilled artisan an
entire year to create. The boy accepted the gift and,
then, laughed as he destroyed it utterly, piece by piece.
Qin Shao was nonplused.

The second night, Qin Shao gave the boy a gift
locked in a heavy wooden crate that the young emperor
could not open. The prince screamed and yelled and
kicked and hacked at the heavy crate with his sword,
which broke in two.

“Most regrettable,” said the serene Qin Shao.

The third night, Qin Shao gave the boy a heavily
wrapped box. The boy whimpered, remembering the
night before, but after pulling away layer after layer of
paper, bamboo and string, he found a beautiful cricket
cage that had taken a truly skilled artisan five years
to create.

When the boy understood what Qin Shao had
done, he was enlightened. His father was most pleased
upon his return.

That which is too freely given is seldom valued and
may afflict either the giver or the recipient with resent-
ment. Likewise, that which is withheld is begrudged.
Only that which takes effort to receive is truly appreciated.

The Sevenrst Tengr: TrRULY Wicken

Qin Shao traveled one night in the beginning of
spring to a small village near Fuzhou where a sage was
speaking to the villagers. A beautiful white butterfly
perched on his finger. Qin Shao knew a great deal
about butterflies and had seen its like before.

The sage said, “This butterfly is one of the few truly
good things in the world. We can only aspire to be so
noble.” Qin Shao was surprised to hear this but shrugged
and continued on her way. Five months later, Qin Shao
passed that way again, and the people were weeping.
The caterpillars produced by the eggs laid by the beau-
tiful white butterflies had destroyed their crops for
the year.

The sage was speaking to the village again. Qin
Shao was not surprised. She knew a great deal about
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sages and had seen his like before. “Yes, the butterfly is
truly wicked. It destroys our crops like fire, the most
wicked thing known.” Qin Shao was surprised to hear
this but sighed and continued on her way.

Five months later she passed that way again. It was
the coldest day of winter, and the sage was not there.
She went into the village and saw a young man speak-
ing to the villagers, who were gathered around a big
fire. “Fire is one of the few truly good things in the
world. We can only aspire to be so helpful and comforting.”

Qin Shao walked over to the man and plunged his
hand into the fire.

“Truly wicked,” she said.

The truth that is immediately perceived is not the
real truth. All things under Heaven — which the
Chinese ancestors of the Quincunx call tian — are truly
two things: themselves and the part they play in the
larger drama. Bone Flowers strive to see the thing as
well as the thing’s role under tian and to see them
without the blurry lens of judgement. Sages must know
not to judge, but to understand things, events and
individuals on their own terms. It is words and labels,
judging and deciding that cause the Kuei-jin of other
Dharmas to rush into acts of blindness. We perceive,
we acknowledge, and we may even react, but we do
not judge.

Tue Ejgurst TeneT: just REspecr

Qin Shao’s nephew Qin Song died in his sleep. She
watched from the shadows as his many children and
grandchildren wept and put on their white garments to
mourn for him. She passed through the village again a
month later. Half of her nephew’s offspring were still
wearing mourning clothes and getting very little done.
The other half appeared very tired. Qin Shao spoke
with her nephew’s daughter. “Why are half of you tired
and half of your still in mourning? He has been dead
now over a month. It is the way of things.”

“Pardon us, most revered ancestor,” began the girl,
“but half of Qin Song’s descendents forgot about his
death within a day or two. They have returned to their
normal lives, but they have nightmares every night.
The other half sleep well, but their every waking hour
is haunted by Qin Song’s death, and they can get
nothing done.

Qin Shao sighed and, then, gathered her family. “If
you are tired, switch clothing with someone who is in
mourning. If you are in mourning, switch clothing with
someone who is not wearing white.” Her descendents,
being somewhat afraid of Qin Shao, obeyed her. “Do
you feel better now?” Her family looked around. A tired
looking man in white stepped forward and said, “No, 1
do not, august ancestor, but I do not know what my
grandfather would want me to do.”

“Then I'll let him tell you what he seeks from you,”

said Qin Shao, and she entered the ghost world and
brought back the ghost of Qin Song.
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“Tell them something,” said Qin Shao.

“Those of you who forgot too quickly, the skin had
knitted before the wound inside was healed. Those of
you who mourn me incessantly believe that because
the scab is still there that you are still hurt. By forget-
ting me, you show no respect to the dead who want to
be remembered. By getting nothing done through your
mourning, you show no respect by ignoring our wishes,
all the while pitying yourselves because 1 have re-
minded you that you will someday pass into the Yellow
Springs yourselves. Do not mourn me, and do not forget
me. Respect me as an ancestor and be done with it,” and
so saying, he returned to the Yin world.

“Just so0,” said Qin Shao.

The living grieve because they fear one of two
things: that they will forget too soon and slight their
loved one or that they will remember for too long and
suffer longer than is necessary. By teaching the living
to respect the dead, we prevent them from doing the
former and help them to avoid the latter. Respect is
more comfortable than either forgetting or grieving.
Thisis perhaps the most important role we play for the living.

And there, Masahiro, the tales of Qin Shao end.
The Qin Shao tales are much like a philosophical
primer. Remember these stories. Think on these things.
Any sense they do not make now, they will make later,
when you have experienced more of the Middle Kingdom.

| must atterid to my own studies for this evening.
Study well Masahiro.

Respectfully,
— Dojima An

EigHr Teners, Many Eyes
Masahiro,

You know about the tenets of the Shadow Song
Path now, right? How certain are you? If one billion
Buddhists read a koan, how many interpretations do
you think there will be?

Like all the Dharmic paths put forth by Xue, the
Song of the Shadow Dharma comprises eight tenets.
The relative importance of each tenet varies from court
to court and colors the Dharma in those places. Never-
theless, the Dharma remains essentially the same. A
Bone Flower from the Golden Courts will not be
mistaken foranythingelse in the Green Courts, though
they may view certain elements of the Dharma in a
different light. Certain other Dharmas place a heavy
emphasis on conformity with regard to interpretation
of the tenets. I can tell you now, this is not the case with
most of those who follow our Way. The Song of the
Shadow has an especially relaxed approach toward
heresy; perhaps cold-mindedness plays its part here as
well. Perhaps it is simply the non-judgmental nature of
the path. Without deviation, there can be no growth.
Without growth, there can be no enlightenment. With-
out enlightenment, there is no point. The tenets of the
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Dharma may be weighted differently in the various
courts, but the eight tenets hold together just the same.

Other Dharmas split into differing sects, some
proscribed and others recognized. Not so for us,
Masahiro. Each Bone Flower is a sect unto himself, a
scholar who finds his own way along the path built with
the eight tenets, learning from many teachers. The
Cold Mind and sectarian conflict simply do not mix.

Bone Flowers are the sages and the historians. It is
our job to know the history of the Wan Kuei and to
keep the few remaining tomes that were salvaged from
the Burning of the Books in the Fourth Age. The Bone
Flowers of all courts are charged with keeping the few
extant writings of Xue, the Ki Chuan, The Red Book of
the Iron Bridge and, regrettably, even The Broken-Winged
Crane. It is no accident that the enormous under-
ground library of the Kuei-jin is located in Chongqing,
the seat of the Bone Court, where the Song of the
Shadow is most revered. It is not by chance that these
old texts came into our keeping. Perhaps you know
nothing of the import of these books. That may be for
the best at this stage of your enlightenment. Suffice it
to say that they are books of great weight and conse-
quence. The followers of the Song of the Shadow are
the best keepers of dangerous books, as our highly
controlled natures are less prone to indiscretion. Were
such consequential books given into the hands of the
Golden Courts, the Sixth Age would have long since
been upon us. The books would have rotted away in the
jungle somewhere while the penangallan queens were
out dancing and rutting and chasing down the akuma
that plague that court.

| should explain the tone of what I just wrote,
perhaps. | cannot expect you to understand what I’'m
referring to. Perhaps it is just wisest to attribute it to
differences in political philosophy. Those who follow
the Song of the Shadow are not valued in the Golden
Courts. It would not be a gross overstatement to say
that in the Golden Courts, they are the unappreciated
outcasts of the penangallan. These savage queens value
action. Not even particularly well thought-out action,
just aggressive, Yang-steeped aggression and horror
and primal satisfaction. They do not understand that
action without thought leads to folly and ruin, which is
why the Golden Courts are so barbaric; they have no
civilizing principle, no notion of restraint or self-con-
trol. Those few Bone Flowers who make their homes in
the jungles of the Golden Court place a strong empha-
sis on the third, fifth and seventh tenets and deal more
with the spirits of the Yang World than the ghosts most
of us know best. Obviously, they traffic with ghosts too,
but they, better than any other Bone Flowers, have
studied the ways of the hengeyokai and the spirits of
the Yang World. When they finish writing their ex-
haustive treatises on the various ladies, dukes and
demons of the Scarlet World, they bind the works and
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take them to the library of Chongqing. It is there that
we go to truly learn about all the denizens of the

Middle Kingdom.

The self-righteous Golden Lion Court of Singapore
also treats Bone Flowers poorly, though for different
reasons. Its mandarins believe, wrongly, that their
repressive code of lockstep morality must take prece-
dence over the gathering and understanding of knowl-
edge. They would burn the ancient scriptures we have
collected as “dangerous.” The followers of the Song of
the Shadow who reside in Singapore most commonly
emphasize the fourth and seventh tenets. While they
seek out knowledge and understanding, they must
refrain from interacting with the worlds beyond the
Wall, so as to placate the overzealous Cranes of the
Golden Lion Court. Bone Flower ancestors often ig-
nore the arrogant Lion Emperors, but such rebellious-
ness is not without risk, even for the few mandarins
residing there.

But I was not intending to speak of the Golden
Courts or their uxorious husband just yet. The Courts
of the Quincunx are the sites of our greatest strength,
and the Bone Court of Chongging is the philosophical
epicenter of our Dharma. Many of the great ancestors
of the Song of the Shadow reside there, and so, students
of the Dharma go there to study with those more
enlightened than they in the philosophies of Yin. It is
not strictly necessary, but it is most auspicious for a
Bone Flower to travel to Chongging to see the marvels
we have wrought. The books, the sorcery, the harmo-
nious feng shui, the recovered artifacts and teachings
from Mount Meru — all these things in the Bone Court
echo the Song of the Shadow. Our appetite for knowl-
edge is recognized, utilized and lauded in the Bone
Court. I trust you will be visiting there soon....

You will see Chongging when you see it. If your
travels take you even further west, know that we are
not numerous in Sri Lanka’s Infinite Thunders Court.
Unlike in the damnable Golden Courts, however, at
least we are respected for our role as envoys to the
ancestors. Scholars are revered in the Infinite Thun-
ders Court. The second, fifth and eighth tenets are the
most respected there.

Now, see how well you understand Bone Flowers by
knowing the tenets? Comforting, isn’t it?

| cannot say whether you will get another letter
from me. | am traveling to the United States to meet
with a woman from Hong Kong’s Flame Court. We will
make San Francisco a Bone Flower city. After you visit
the library in Chongging and get the answers to all
those silly questions you had, you can come to help us.

Study long first.

Respectfully,

— Dojima An
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SONG oF SHapow,
SonG oF ConTROL

Masahiro,

I am on the ship to San Francisco. It is taking far
too long. If I were not black-cycled, I would have to
drink the crew dry to survive. Cold Mind serves me well
here. Since | have the time, allow me to continue
your education.

Restraint is the key that opens the Black Metal
Egg. The first words the new Bone Flower hears are
“control yourself.” That will be his guiding creed until
he attains ddh or Final Death. Those who believe this
to be asimple injunction are unwise. Are not those who
follow other Dharmas also in control of themselves? |
tell you clearly: It is not so.

Thost WjtHour ConTROL

Those who listen to their P’o are obviously not in
control of themselves. They screech and howl and
murder and destroy. They do not seek control. They
seek pain. They seek violence and vengeance and a
place to put all their anger because they are dead and
because they have seen Yomi and it has made them
mad. That madness is like the pressure in a man’s
bladder, and they seek to release their anger by pissing
it out in a solid stream of torture and retribution. It
makes them feel better, and they sometimes get satis-
faction from the things they do, but control never
enters the picture. One sometimes wonders if the word
is even in their vocabulary.

Those who heed the Yang principle are no more in
control of themselves. They are lured too much by the
song of life. It makes them dance like puppets on the
ends of sticks. They glut themselves on food and rut
like dogs. They indulge in every manner of gluttony,
vice and excess to try and feel anything as keenly they
once did, trying to forget that they are dead, that they
are half-ghosts. But half-ghosts they are, and therefore,
food tastes half as good, sex feels half as good, and
flowers smell half as good. And so, they try harder to
feel, and the vices grow more extreme, and their emo-
tions, inflamed by the Yang Chi they guzzle, make their
need to feel, to feel like they remember life feeling, all
the more urgent. In the end, they do feel three things
even more keenly than they did when they were truly
alive: sorrow, loss and disappointment. And so the
Dragons thrash, without the notion of control ever
entering their Yang-inflamed minds.

And what of those who live their lives according to
the principle of balance? “Surely,” you say, “they must
have control of themselves, for after all, doesn’t bal-
ance lead to control?” The answer (perhaps you guessed
it) is no. Those silly little Centipedes do not control
themselves, they are themselves controlled by balance.
They may take one step in the direction they truly want

to go, but they promptly have to take one step back to
compensate for it. They have no say in who they’ll be
in five days because they have turned their destiny over
to the notion of balance. They hope that by changing
their robes often enough they will find one that looks
good on them. Why not just seek to become enlight-
ened with a throw of the dice or thejoss sticks? It would
be as effective.

And, lastly, we have those great pretenders, those
proper souls who guide their way with the light from
their Hun. Surely these august souls, these great men,
these very moral individuals, surely they must be in
control of themselves? If not, how could they be such
moral men? [ must sigh before answering. The question
itself pains me. There seem to be many people who
believe that Cranes and Shadows have a great deal in
common, none of whom, you should note, are them-
selves Cranes or Shadows. We study; they study. We
are not frenzied, wild creatures; they are not frenzied,
wild creatures. If the similarities were a well, it would
not be deep enough to reach water. Now, to the ques-
tion at hand. Do not those who follow the Hun control
themselves?! They do not. They are not controlled from
within, they are controlled from without. Ten thou-
sand obligations, real and imagined, control them.
Cranes are ridden like horses by their obligations to
ghosts, to rules, to nebulous notions of good and evil, to
the Eight Lotus Path, to the Fivefold Way, to street
signs and stop lights, to every last portent, omen and
fortune they stumble across. They have no sense of self
control so they build ornate cricket cages for them-
selves to inhabit, to keep themselves from exploring
any other lot but the one they once chose for them-
selves. Then they cluck their tongues (like hens or old
wives) at us when we opt to choose our own paths by
thinking each situation through, rather than imprison-
ing ourselves in cells of thought and dogma. Do you see
the difference! We say “Control yourself.” They say,
“Be controlled.” There. Do you understand now?

T Use or ContTROL

And what do we gain from this profound sense of
self-control? Yes, that's the question you really wanted
to ask, isn’t it? Why should you aspire to this degree of
self-control? Or perhaps you were asking a yet more
brazen question: Why would you want to be a Bone
Flower! If we don’t kill and maim for the sheer enjoy-
ment of it, if we don’t exchange tender intimacies with
the living, if we don’t play games of pretend with new
and different masks, if we don’t get to revel in the
Cranes’ sense of high-handed self-righteousness, then
what do we do? What is the goal of all this self-control?
Is there one? I should have you tell me. If you really
cannot imagine what it is, perhaps you should go be
with them. You will never be forced to be a Bone
Flower. You will not be hit on the head and taken to the
Black Lotus Temple and forcibly indoctrinated into
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the ways of the Shadow Song. On the contrary, we
would rather not have you unless you are certain you
possess the control of body and mind necessary to
succeed as a Bone Flower. If you feel you would rather
moralize with the Cranes or carouse with the Dragons,
[ entreat you to leave now and stop taking up my time.

Oh, you do not want to do that? Then, I will tell
you what you gain from self-control. It is knowledge.
You cannot control a thing you do not understand. To
control yourself, you must know yourself. By knowing
yourself, you know others. By knowing numerous oth-
ers, you understand the masses. By understanding the
masses, you understand the world. By understanding
the world, you understand the Ten Thousand Things.
Why do you think we are the diplomats among the
shen? Is it because of our warm, outgoing natures? |
think not. We are diplomats to the others because we
are in control of ourselves and because we can empty
ourselves of our selves and hear what it is that the
others say. We are empty of words, and so, we will not
speak out of turn. We are empty of honor, and so, we
will not be insulted if they are boorish. We are empty
of bias, and so judgements won’t distract us like buzzing
gnats from what they are saying. The nothingness, the
Yin, is so strong in us, we are able to take in their ways
— especially the hengeyokai, who are so full of them-
selves that they overflow. You cannot fill a cup with tea
if it is full of water. We are empty cups, and when we
interact with the shen, we can choose to fill ourselves
with their ways. A full mind never learns anything. An
empty mind pulls in anything that comes near.

And that is why we are scholars. We are so empty
that we need to be filled, and the one thing that
comforts the void (that we find tolerable) is knowledge.

And why are we spies and assassins? We are spies
because the best spy is the one who is never there.
There is no us, so if we are there, we are not there. If we
are taking their secrets, no one is taking their secrets.
If our enemy is slain, there is no us to have slain him.
Yes, | am speaking in the language of riddles. Listen to
the meaning, not to the words.

Tue GoaiL or ContrOL

But what about the ultimate point, the ultimate
reason for the Bone Flowers!? Have we a higher purpose
under tian? We do. We are the ligaments of the body of
the Middle Kingdom. We do those things that need to
be done and we do them quietly, so that our efforts are
not noticed. We are the tissue that connects all the
shen. We are the envoys to the living families, to the
hengeyokai and to the ghosts; we even reach out on
occasion to the hsien and the chi’n ta, although neither
of them thinks much of our kind.

When the Sixth Age arrives, it will come like an
explosion of blood and fire. The Middle Kingdom and
everything under tian will be shaken violently, and if
the Middle Kingdom does not have us to hold it
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together, then it will fly apart violently. These things
must be done quietly lest the Demon Emperor take
note of us. As the ligaments of the body of the Middle
Kingdom, we expect to be hewn and hacked, that is
why we are hard as metal and cold as ice. Ideally, we
shall hold the world together so subtly that not even
the Demon Emperor will sense it, but failing that then
we must be cold and hard enough to withstand the heat
and punishment that will follow our discovery.

| am thinking much on the violence of the Sixth
Age. Perhaps it is because I expect great bloodshed in
San Francisco. Perhaps | will be sent to Yomi. You will
get a new teacher if that happens. Probably a better one.

You have such sights to look forward to!
Respecttully,
— Dojima An

A Roap or Many DangGers
Masahiro,

To answer your question, no, | do not honestly
think your next sensei would be better than [. Where is
your Cold Mind? Where is your understanding? You
will never see the Second of Ten Dawns if you continue
to look only at the front of my words. Turn them
around, and look at the back of them, too. And look at
the top. And the bottom. Did you think this would
be easy!

The Song of the Shadow is not easy to follow. The
path of inaction can be just as difficult to tread as the
path of action. Cold Mind is never anything but a
challenge. Remaining calm when all about one is
madness can fill any Bone Flower with frustration. If
your wu jumps to a hasty conclusion and you do not,
you may be held suspect or accused of sympathizing
with the enemy. Bone Flowers, on the whole, are
decidedly more analytical that the followers of most
other Dharmas, and because of our perspective, we
often find ourselves in the position of devil's advocate
(though decidedly not in the same way that the Devil-
Tigers are). The time when our contrary voice is most
needed is when the rest of the wu has too quickly and
too enthusiastically opted to take a course of action.
Scrutinize most carefully any path others embark upon
with too little analysis.

Another temptation that lures many Shadow Songs
from their path is the warm pull of Yang. The other
principle fills us like a warm meal fills a hungry man and
beckons us back to our living days. It lies to us and
dangles memories before us like shiny toys before a
small child. Masahiro, the Second Breath is still new to
you, and so, the call of Yang must be strong. | know your
urge to glut yourself on Yang, to lose your cold-
mindedness, to embrace your fire nature. Do not. Even
when full of Yang, we are still dead things, so is it not
best to acknowledge this? When we are young, we call
Yang the Sweaty Excited Man because he wants to take



us, and he is willing to promise us anything to have us
receive him. More often than not, we regret ever
having anything to do with him. Once the initial
longing passes, we resent the Sweaty Excited Man
because of the false promises he makes. As time passes
and we advance along our Dharma, however, the long-
ing for the hot, messy breathing days fades away, and
Yang simply becomes another source of knowledge
(albeit a potentially dangerous one). You can learn
from the Sweaty Man, but only if you maintain Cold Mind.

There are other dangers. If Yang is a sweaty man,
then the P’o is an enraged demon. The Demon can
knock you from your Dharma with disturbing ease. The
Demon makes promises as well: promises of power, of
superiority in combat, of victory. Do not listen to it.
Among all Dharmas, we are the most able to sidestep
the Demon’s trickery. Others need the Demon to enter
combat because of the advantages they receive from
the Demon Arts. This is not our way. Bone Flowers are
not chest-beating louts or brawlers. We are not meant
for the direct, open conflict (though we can usually
survive those reasonably well). Our skills revolve around
the subtle skills of learning, stealth, infiltration and
assassination. We have Bone Shintai to call upon,
along with other arts of Yin.

MisTaces

You will learn these hard lessons and more, as you
progress along the path. It is my hope that [ may simply
prepare you for these eventualities.

Eventualities are what [ am thinking of these days.

Bone Flowers have made certain mistakes for cen-
turies. I like to think that I can help you avoid these.
But you are young, and you will take missteps along
your path. If you make only the right mistakes, you will
have the opportunity to make more. In go, it is the
player who makes the second to last wrong move who
wins.

Allow me to share a few other pieces of advice:

When speaking with ghosts, engage them only
with logic, never with feeling or passion. They are
beings of emotion, and your hot mind may antagonize
or incite them.

Bone Flowers watch and understand. We are not
creatures of conflict. Do not, however, mistake this for
being an inability to affect the worlds. If you come to
understand that action must be taken, alert a Devil-
Tiger or a Thrashing Dragon. It is their role under tian
to act, not to think. If they understand their own
Dharma, they will take action as we have recom-
mended.

Do not become so concerned with the worlds be-
yond the Wall that you do not address your business in
the Middle Kingdom.

Strive to never mistake the symbolic for the literal.
That is a task assigned to the stupid. Do your own work,
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and let them do theirs, otherwise you may be mistaken
for them.

Are you seeing the riddle here? No? Ask yourself
why not. It is everywhere.

Sincerely,
— Dojima An

The LoNe Stjcx Breaxs
Masahiro,

| fear | have been remiss in explaining certain
important elements of Kuei-jin existence to you. My
own path is taking me to places I had not expected to
go again so soon, and | have not taken your situation
into account. | stress to you the importance of Yin and
Cold Mind, of solitude and study, but I provide you
with no understanding of the importance of the wu. My
humble apologies for this failure.

Take a single stick, flex it, and it breaks. Take a
bunch of sticks, flex the bunch, and they will not break.
So it is with Kuei-jin. The Crane without awu is a pilot
with no ship. The Devil-Tiger without awu is a weapon
with no hand to wield it. The Dragon without a wu is
a fire with no one to warm. The Centipede without a
wu is a juggler with no audience. The Bone Flower
without a wu is a learned master with no disciples. The
one-fingered hand grasps nothing.

| speak too often as though followers of the other
Dharmas encumber those of us who follow the Song of
the Shadow; while our perceptions may lead us to
believe this, it is most frequently not the case. Xue was
a wise engineer of Kuei-jin, our capacities and our
limitations. He knew that one shining philosophy that
could explain the entire significance of the Second
Breath would be so complex that only a few could grasp
it. Therefore, he took the gem apart in order that we
might look at it one facet at a time.

Bone Flowers are not meant to depend on the other
Dharmas like cold children waiting for adults to tell
them to go into the house, but neither do we become
independent from the other Dharmas until far into our
search for enlightenment. Until you become an ances-
tor, the proper relationship with the other Dharmas is
one of interdependence. Learn what you can from
them, while teaching them whatever they can under-
stand. One hint: Our riddles are lost on most of our
fellows, with the exception of the Thousand Whispers.

The relationship between the Dharmas is one of
reciprocity. The Dragons counter our hesitation, just as
we counter their excessive enthusiasm. We chill the
violence of the Devil-Tigers, just as they prod us into
action we may not otherwise have taken. The Cranes
channel our knowledge to ends which are proper under
Heaven, just as we lure them into learning things that
they would have otherwise left unexamined. The Cen-
tipede we teach restraint; in return, we learn flexibility.
This is why the ancestors find most auspicious those wu
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comprising one Kuei-jin from each Dharma and each
direction. We are wiser together than we are apart. Do
not forget this.

The alternative to the mixed wu, of course, is the
Bone Flower wu. Do not doubt, Masahiro, that these
are dangerous. We are knowledgeable but not always
able to put our knowledge to its most proper use. We
often have difficulty passing through the mortal sphere
because of the marks, temporary or permanent, left on
our faces by the Yin we channel. We become paralyzed
by our interminable cold-minded analysis of situations.
We are dexterous but not strong, brilliant but difficult
to engage, aware but insensitive. We often have more
in common with the dead than with the living. This
can be problematic.

If a thing needs doing stealthily, however, then we
are the masters of that realm. If the mission is one of
diplomacy, I wouldn’t want followers of any other
Dharma along. There are things that Bone Flowers do
better than any other, and those things we must do
alone. Do not forget this either.

Respectfully,

— Dojima An

HearjNG THE SONG
Masahiro,

[ am thinking to you, do you hear it? I am thinking
onto this paper with the pencil in my hand. Can you
hear it? What else do you hear? What do you remember
of those things you have stopped hearing? Do not frown
at this question. It has merit.

It sometimes happens that a Kuei-jin ceases to be
able to hear the Song of the Shadow. The call of
knowledge and the allure of subtlety may become so
soft that other songs become audible. Perhaps the Bone
Flower briefly becomes unbalanced toward Yang and is
led astray by the heady warmth of that principle. For
Kuei-jin in the first 50 years after their Second Breath,
experimentation with the Dharmas is expected. Many
are not certain if they want to continue to value the
goals and choices they made before their deaths. Some
try to follow the Song of the Shadow and find the life
of the Yin scholar too restrained. Others find the
Devil-Tigers too unthinking in their violence or find
the Thrashing Dragons to be too self-deceiving in their
tasteless and satirical imitation of life.

A single act of blindness can set a vampire back on
her Dharmic journey by years, possibly centuries in the
case of mandarins and ancestors.

You do not want that.

At your level of understanding, you lose very little,
and you gain it back quickly, but as you become more
enlightened, acts of blindness hurt you. Kuei-jin on
other Dharmas experience this as well. Sometimes they
fall off their path. Sometimes they fall into ours.

Boue Fiowers

We are not exclusionary. Those who want to listen
for the Quiet Song are both allowed and encouraged.
Time will make it clear who is fit for the Song of the
Shadow and who is not. Those on other Dharmic paths
are free to join us, though those who have renounced
other Dharmas may find that the transition is not as
simple as they might have hoped.

It happens frequently that those who believed
themselves Devil-Tigers are simply angry children bear-
ing grudges. They embrace the ways of the Celestial
Devils as the most convenient tool for punishing those
who did them wrong when they breathed. Once their
initial rage has been satisfied by the death of the
wrongdoer, their violence and vengeful ways begin to
feel hollow. Many of these lost ones look to the Quiet
Song as the path for their further Dharmic advancement.

Resplendent Cranes may find with the passage of
time that morality, per se, is not what they are truly
seeking, finding instead that the strictures and moral
admonishments that they valued so highly begin to
chafe after only a decade. These individuals may find
that knowledge and the Cold Mind of the Bone Flower
offer them the same tranquility as the Way of the
Resplendent Crane without the pointless moral strictures.

Rootless Trees often tire of throwing off lives. Even
the largest onion has only so many skins. Many stumble
from the Path of a Thousand Whispers after listening
to the Song of the Shadow. Its quiet soothes them after
listening to the static of so many different voices in

their heads.

Thrashing Dragons can become Bone Flowers only
by completely rethinking their approach to the Second
Breath. Where the Thrashing Dragon is loud and bra-
zen, the Bone Flower is quiet and subtle. Unlike most
other Dharmas, Thrashing Dragons don’t just happen
upon the Quiet Song accidentally. It would be difficult
for our ways to be more different. The Dragons value
heat, passion and the semblance of life — everything
we do not. The rare Dragons who turn to the Song of
the Shadow nearly always do so to escape the jarring
and grating noise and chaos of their former Dharma.

[t is more common for the followers of the so-called
heretical Dharmas to tire of their false paths. Heresies
tend to spring up in the backwaters of the Middle
Kingdom, and should Kuei-jin from those odd places
move to more civilized regions, they frequently realize
the folly of their old beliefs. Many heretics come to the
Song of the Shadow, if for no other reason than our
policy of cool non-judgement. It makes us less intimi-
dating than the other Dharmas, whose members are
likely to brand heretics akuma as a knee-jerk matter
of course,

Kuei-jin who have adopted the Flame of the Rising
Phoenix as their path to enlightenment frequently give
it up after watching one generation of family fade into
senescence and die. The pain accompanying such ex-
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periences quickly teaches them the value of tempering
their interest in the world of the living. The Song of the
Shadow, because of its belief in safeguarding the fam-
ily, can often be a soothing and less problematic alter-
native to the Flame of the Rising Phoenix.

Those following the Tempest of Inward Focus can
become Bone Flowers, but they must change their
outlook. Tempests must understand that the calm they
seek can be found more easily in the icy self-control of
the Black Metal Egg than in the madly taxing attempt
to constantly pit two forces against each other in hopes
that they will negate one another.

Similarly, Godlings can become Bone Flowers by
denying their urge to godhood. They are here to serve
a function under tian, not to become its master. If they
want to be the master of something, let them master
themselves first.

Cerulean Veils are so close to being true Bone
Flowers, and yet, they don’t realize it. They interact
with ghosts, and they recognize the power of Yin, but
they cannot seem to free themselves from old, outdated
modes of interacting with spirits. If they could just let
go of their superstitious taboos and allow themselves to
partake of the clarity of Yin, the followers of the Spirit
of the Living Earth would make fine Bone Flowers indeed.

But so will you, one day. I expect to see this for
myself when you come to help me expel the Kin-jin
from San Francisco.

Sincerely,
— Dojima An

DaARK SECRETS
Masahiro,

Even with the Cold Mind, there are moments of
pain and regret. The Kin-jin of this damnable city have
cost us much, and I feel my restraint slipping. I must be
cool and still, inaction is our way. Do not ever think of
us as perfect, Masahiro. That way leads to pride, and
pride is the lot of foolish Cranes. Our Song is dark and
dangerous. It draws us to places that in an earlier age
were better avoided. Yes, Masahiro, I refer to Yomi, the

Thousand Hells of the Yama Kings.

None know more about Yomi than the Bone Flow-
ers. The frequency with which we travel the spirit
worlds is legendary, and while Yomi is the worst pos-
sible destination, we welcome the experience for the
knowledge we gain, even if that knowledge is etched in
our skin by the Yama Kings themselves. We study the
hells intensively. They fascinate us. We hunt down
facts about Yomi with the unshakable intensity of a
child picking at a scab. The pain we endured in the
realms of the Yama Kings stays with us. It haunts our
quiet moments, and when one is a Bone Flower, that
means most of them. We may brood obsessively, con-
templating its many agonies.

Many things may fill the empty cup of Yin. The




Sweaty Man of Yang may fill it and destroy our Cold
Mind. The nectar of knowledge may fill it and advance
us along our Dharma. But another substance also fills
us. Do you know it? Remember your time in Yomi.
Masahiro. Do you know now? Yes, pain.

When we have memories of the torments we suf-
fered in Yomi, most, though not all, of those who follow
the Quiet Song experience a remarkably strong im-
pulse to recreate that pain. How many times have you
calmly drawn the blade of a freshly sharpened knife
across your own white skin — a forearm, a shoulder, a
thigh — just to feel the peculiar moment of redemption
and tranquility that follows? Fewer times than I, I
would think. It is, perhaps, one more method of self-
mastery, of sampling a small taste of the cold feast on
which we supped in Yomi. That is why Yomi fascinates
us so, and that is why we, of all the Dharmas, make
extended visits to that place. We understand well the
stories they tell of the Yama King Emma-o and what
goes on between him and his shikome servitors in
Kyuden no Kakuri. His thirst for pain, it would seem, is
shared by most of our Dharma.

We Kuow These Heus

But let us talk more of Yomi than of our shameful
secrets. The hell that Bone Flowers know best is Kakuri.
It is, if there is such a thing, a relatively comfortable
hell. It is cold and dark, as are we, and it deceives, as do
we. Even the dreaded shikome hold no surprises for us,
because most of them once walked the same Singing
Shadow Path that we do. When one understands a
demon and her motivations intimately, does that make
her more or less disturbing? Reflect on that question.

The other hells we understand less completely,
although we tend to appreciate the Yin-aspected ones
more. Mikaboshi’s Wicked City, Wu Hua’s Pit of Salt
and Iron, Chur-Xao's Hell of Falling and a few others
all follow principles that we can respect and under-
stand. Not that it diminishes the agonies we suffer
when we are there, but from a strictly objective stand-
point the Yin hells share a certain... aesthetic that we
can't help but appreciate. Even in suffering, the Cold
Mind allows us to observe and learn.

The other hells have decidedly less appeal. The
Yang-aspected hells are particularly repugnant. The
Hell of Burrowing Maggots, the Hell of Being Cut to
Pieces, the Hell of Boiling Qil and, especially, Tou
Mu’s Hell of Being Skinned Alive all bear an extra
horror for Bone Flowers. The very nature of these
places burns away the Yin that grants us our vision, our
equanimity and rationality like a hot poker to the eyes.
And yet, we go there anyway. Yes, it hurts, but it is Hell
and is supposed to hurt; for those of us following the
Shadow Song, pain is a fair price for knowledge. Yes,
the agonies are indescribable. Yes, many of our number
never return. But knowledge available without striving
and sacrifice is common knowledge and therefore
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‘lacks value.

Bone Flower ancestors often go to Yomi to learn
more about it, in hopes of finding some way of at least
mitigating the ruin of the Sixth Age. Spies in Hell,
they discern what they can of the major Yama Kings.
Sometimes, they even come back to share what they
have discovered. The Red Book of the Iron Bridge, with
its long lists and descriptions of the hells was written by
one such intrepid ancestor. The Broken-Winged Crane
was also written by a Bone Flower ancestor, though she
was tainted by her time in Yomi and entered into the
service of the Yama Kings either during or shortly after
writing that disturbing book.

Tie Pricc anp Vaive oF CORRUPTION

That sort of corruption is controversial among
Bone Flowers. The common — and the only socially
acceptable — comment on akuma is that they are vile
and must be destroyed as quickly as possible. In fact,
only a small portion of Bone Flowers hold this position.
Most of the rest of us fall into one of two camps —
perhaps the closest we ever come to sects — known as
the Empty Hands and the Fishhooks. The Empty Hands
believe that, while each of us is obligated to keep
ourselves free of the taint of the Yama Kings, we cannot
interfere with another’s quest for knowledge. The Fish-
hooks, on the other hand, believe that the discovery of
an akuma is an excellent opportunity to learn more
about the Yama Kings and their goals by interrogating
the corrupt one relentlessly. The Hooks are perhaps
the most cold-minded of Bone Flowers. They will do or
say anything to get information from an akuma. Most
Bone Flowers prefer to lure and coax information out of
such prisoners, but some feel that the information
involved warrants subjecting even a member of their
own wu to agonies imported directly from Yomi to
extract knowledge of the hells and the intentions of the
Yama Kings.

Powerful members of the other Dharmas have long
whispered accusations of akuma infestation in our ranks.
Much of this is pointless political chattering that the
Cold Mind wisely ignores, but we must never give our
critics evidence to support their claims. The Song of
the Shadow prides itself on its quest for knowledge and
its responsible and appropriate use of information.
There are Bone Flower bodhisattvas who have gotten
the better of a deal with the Yama Kings. It is our right
to have access to any information available to us,
including many books on demonology, infernalism or
similarly sensitive issues. Foolish behavior on the part
of some Bone Flowers, those who lack the proper cold-
mindedness, endangers this right by giving ammuni-
tion to those who accuse us of sheltering akuma. This
weakens our claims that our internalization of the
Black Metal Egg prevents us from making rash and
poorly considered decisions like becoming pawns of
the Yama Kings. Our ancestors (even those of the
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Empty Hand faction) have destroyed younger Kuei-jin
just for allowing these sorts of suspicions to arise in the
first place.

In truth, Bone Flowers are difficult for the Yama
Kings to lure into service. Our cold natures rarely stir
at any bait the Yama Kings dangle in front of us. There
is one currency that draws in Shadow Songs like no
other, however, and that is esoteric knowledge. If we
have any addiction, it is to information, and the Yama
Kings know this all too well. On those occasions when
they do manage to take a Bone Flower into their service
as an akuma, it is in exchange for information on the
Yama Kings themselves. The information that we have
accumulated on the Yama Kings is vast, but I doubt it
has been without its price. I have heard ancestors say
that that the Song of the Shadow got the better end of
these dark bargains. This is a riddle I have yet to unravel.

The Cycie TURNS

We are not ignorant of the Yama Kings' power or
the limits of their malice, but neither are we particu-
larly horrified or impressed. There must be some mecha-
nism to help propel the Wheel of Ages through its
cycle, and the Yama Kings are doing an excellent job of
accomplishing the will of Heaven. Remember that
what is best for the cycle is clearly not always going to
be best for Kuei-jin, other shen or mortals. Those things

that satisty our needs and keep us comfortable we are
inclined to call good, and those things that cause us
discomfort or pain we are inclined to call evil. The
cycle, however, is not concerned with the matters of
the denizens of the Middle Kingdom. It is the ultimate
Cold Mind and turns neither for our pleasure nor our
pain. We put ourselves in the way of good fortune and
then exclaim how the universe has provided for us; we
put ourselves in the way of bad joss, and we complain
how unfair the world is. Neither position matters.

That being said, the notion of a storm and the
actuality of being pelted by rain, buffeted by winds and
struck by lightning are two entirely different things.
The Yama Kings are only performing the tasks assigned
to them (quite cleverly) by Heaven, but that doesn’t
mean that the denizens of the Middle Kingdom are
obligated to throw themselves beneath the karmic
wheel. The Sixth Age is coming. Its approach is not
subtle. When it hits, it will hit like a storm, and the
Middle Kingdom will be wrenched from its moorings.
By laying a foundation of understanding between the
shen and by gaining enough information on the plans of
the Yama Kings, we just may be able to insulate the
Middle Kingdom from the worst of the shocks to come.

[ hope you will be able to join me soon.

Sincerely,
— Dojima An
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THE MANM}

QUIET WRAS

ACrROSS THE
MipbLe KjngDoM

A Dharma is a philosophy of enlightenment. It is a
path of shared beliefs that the Grand Arhat founded as a
way of helping others along toward enlightenment and,
therefore, allow at least some of the Hungry Dead to
redeem themselves. The adherents of the Song of the
Shadow Dharma don’t necessarily share anything else.
They may be of different genders, come from different
socioeconomic strata, have grown up with different reli-
gious beliefs and speak different languages. All Dharmas
vary depending on the belief systems they’re interpreted
through, and the Song of the Shadow is no different. For
these reasons, subtle differences appear in the Dharma
from court to court. Most notably, not every court stresses
all eight tenets equally.

ScrHoLaRs oF THE QUjNCUNX

As in most things among the Kuei-jin, China is the
cultural center of the Bone Flowers. The Five August
Courts of the Quincunx play a central role in the overall
affairs of the Dharma, and the stereotype of the dark
scholar that so marks Shadow Songs originates here.
Chongqing is the epicenter of all things Bone Flower, but
the other Quincunx courts are also important for those
who listen to the Quiet Song.

Tue Bone Court oF CHONGQING

Chongging, at the nexus of many Yin-aspected dragon
lines, has become the philosophical seat of the Song of the
Shadow Dharma. Were it not amajor city in the Quincunx,
Chongging would have a much greater population of
Bone Flowers than any other Dharma; as it is, Bone
Flowers make up just over half of the Kuei-jin population.

The Bone Flower love of knowledge finds its highest
expression in the great library of Chongging. The huge
subterranean complex is one of the holiest sites of the
Dharma. It houses all manner of scrolls, books and arti-
facts relating to Mount Meru, necromancy, Kin-jin, Zao-
lat’s damnation, Xue's enlightenment, demonology, the
Occidental world and the history of the Middle Kingdom.
Still more hides in the private collections of local ances-
tors. There are no fewer than two copies of The Broken-
Winged Crane in Chongging. One copy of this disturbing
treatise on the Sixth Age rests in the library’s warded

vault, the other in the most private office of the Bone
Ancestor herself.

In the mortal world, Chongqing is the bureaucratic
capital of a predominantly rural region, and certain other
courts thus find it to be a bit of a backwater. The Bone
Court, however, is happy to be at a distance from the great
masses of humanity and shen. It is easier to safeguard the
knowledge they keep when they are far from the madness
of cities like Beijing, Tokyo, Hong Kong or Singapore.
The distance they have maintained from the extreme
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urbanization of the cities along China's eastern coast
lends them a level of protection from the degeneration
that infuses those areas.

The guardians of Dharmic orthodoxy, Bone Court
Shadow Songs take pains to observe all eight tenets of the
Dharma with equal emphasis. At one time or another,
virtually all Bone Flowers will travel to Chongqing either
to study with an ancestor, consult the library or contribute
their own wisdom to the collection. Because of this, the
Bone Ancestor makes sure her students and fellows value
all parts of the Dharma.

Tue Fiesv COURT OF SHaANGHA)

The Flesh Court is a stronghold for those Bone
Flowers more inclined to infiltration and the arts of war.
Shanghai and its associated provinces are no place for
most scholars, but students of war are a heartier breed.
The demand for spies and assassins here is so great that
Bone Flowers from across the Middle Kingdom come here
to ply those trades.

The assassination of the Flesh Court Ancestor in
1938 by the powerful Black Wave wu (made up entirely of
Bone Flower assassins) has attached a stigma to the Song
of the Shadow in Shanghai. Nevertheless, with a city so
full of trained assassins, even powerful Kuei-jin are para-
noid enough not to say anything overtly disrespectful.
Shanghai boasts many single-Dharma wu, and most of
these comprise Bone Flowers. The icy calm that flows
around one of these wu is palpable. Few Kuei-jin find any
appeal in the idea of dealing with these cold, methodical
scholars of Final Death technique.

The black market of Shanghai is a gathering place for
Bone Flowers in the city. They swarm casually around
informants and gather what knowledge they can about
their opponents and any changes in the Kuei-jin popula-
tion of the city. More than in any other city in the Middle
Kingdom, obtaining accurate information in Shanghai
can mean the difference between survival and Final
Death. It is rare for Bone Flower wu to actually battle each
other. Instead, they utilize their skills at diplomacy to
defuse the conflict, and if diplomacy fails, there's always
the appeal of a quick, quiet assassination. On those rare
occasions when Bone Flowers do opt to “win after fight-
ing,” the combat is lightning fast, hideously violent and
disturbingly quiet. Within a matter of 30 seconds one wu
has been sent to Final Death, and the victors have
disappeared.

The jape Courr oF ChanGan

The most scholarly of the scholarly, Bone Flowers of
the Jade Court memorize important works of Kuei-jin
culture and learning. The tenets regarding learning are
most important, along with the second recommending
the protection of the family. Cooperation and under-
standing between the Dharmas are recurring themes
among local Bone Flowers.

Boue li'.wfm

The Sages of the Fivefold Way, the greatest extant wu
in the Middle Kingdom resides in the Jade Court, at the
Shaolin Monastery. The Bone Flower bodhisattva Zhao
Zaikeng is a member and answers questions about the
Shadow Song way. To the unenlightened, however, his
wordsare bizarre riddles. When asked when the Sixth Age
would begin, he responded, “All you see is when you look
at it. Close your eyes for now.”

The Broop Courr oF BEejjiNG

The Bone Flowers in the Blood Court of Beijing are
the most concerned with appearances. They follow all
protocols very closely. Asabody, they are among the most
ritually inclined. Rites, both mystic and otherwise, are the
focus of their existence. While some say that this makes
them the most proper adherents of their Dharma, the
more popular opinion is that they waste so much time
with extraneous ritual that they have very little time to
devote to their studies, which, in theory, are supposed to
be the center of Bone Flower existence. Their situation is
understandable, however. The Blood Court as a whole
errs on the side of excessive formality in its efforts to
provide a model for the rest of the Quincunx and the
Middle Kingdom. Since the other courts follow the Blood
Court’s lead so lackadaisically, Beijing feels it must dis-
play an excess of formality in order to maintain asufficient
level of order across the Middle Kingdom.

One way in which this benefits the Shadow Song
Dharma is through the balance of the eight tenets. The
Bone Flowers of the Blood Court go to extreme lengths to
give all tenets equal weight. By doing so, they hope to
minimize the nearly heretical levels of variance exhibited
in the followers of the Dharma from other courts (like the
notoriously unbalanced Green Courts). While the Bone
Flowers of the Blood Court may be less productive schol-
ars than Shadow Songs from Chongqging, Changan or
other areas, they serve the Dharma as role models.

Tue Fiame Court orF Hong Kong

Bone Flowers in the Flame Court are perhaps the best
diplomats among the Shadow Singers. They’ve had to be.
No other city in the Middle Kingdom has had so long a
history of foreign occupation. Many other shen also call
Hong Kong home, making Bone Flower diplomacy all the
more necessary to prevent antagonism between the myriad
factions. That diplomacy is currently placing the Bone
Flowers in a most regrettable position.

When the British originally took the city of Hong
Kong, the rush of foreign shen into the city nearly erupted
into outright warfare between the Kuei-jin, the Kin-jin
and other myriad supernatural invaders. Only the cold-
minded intervention of several wu of Bone Flowers pre-
vented the open warfare that would have attracted Shih
from across China.

As the occupation drew out, it became clear that
Bone Flowers needed to act as buffers between Asian and
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gweilo factions of shen, a task they accepted and performed
for a century with exquisite dignity and elegance. During

that time, relations with the Kin-jin became almost
comfortable. Then, 1997 arrived.

The awkward peace negotiated by the Bone Flowers
became a house of cards once the Quincunx decided to
take Hong Kong back from the Kin-jin by force. The
Shadow Songs were caught between the hammer of the
Quincunx and the anvil of the Kin-jin. After negotiating
a surprisingly stable peace between the two factions, the
Bone Flowers found that the Quincunx had betrayed their
efforts and begun purging the city of gweilo. The experi-
ence was enough to evoke bitterness from many less cold-
minded Bone Flowers.

The upshot of this is that many of the (relatively) pro-
Western Righteous Devils of Kowloon are Bone Flowers
still intent on recognizing the treaties they made with the
Kin-jin (although no Bone Flowers share guanxi with
Angio Chun, the head Devil). In 1998, these Shadow
Songs especially wished stable ties with the Tremere
Oliver Thrace, who they found both tactful and remark-
ably well-versed in sorcery. Thrace brought his period of
grace with the Bone Flowers to an end, however, by
sending an unearthed copy of Phoenix, Monkey, Rat — a
supposedly lost Kuei-jin text — to his superior Thomas
Wyncham in the spring of 1999. Shortly thereafter,
Thrace disappeared, and some whisper Bone Flower assas-
sins showed him the folly of his ways.

Hong Kong also puts diplomacy with other shen to the
test, owing to the remarkable number of dragon nests and
the zeal with which the hengeyokai, chi'n ta and Kuei-jin
seek access to them. It is a source of unending challenge
to the many diplomatic wu residing in this small court.

Hong Kong, meanwhile, is the jumping off point for
a large portion of the Great Leap Outward. It is a base of
operations for the renowned Metal Dragon Talon wu, and
those Bone Flowers going to San Francisco frequently
leave from Hong Kong.

MNECROMANCERS OF THE
GRreeNn COURTS

In Korea, the widespread Bone Flower concern with
the dead has become an obsession. Local Shadow Songs
emphasize the first and third tenets above all others. Some
are inclined to call their curiosity toward the Yin World
obsessive, but the ancients of the Green Courts value and
respect it. Indeed, the Song of the Shadow holds more
sway over the Green Courts than any other, including the
Bone Court, because necromancy is essentially the local
pastime.

The Green Courts have been caught between the
forces of the two major players in the Middle Kingdom on
several occasions, and they now maintain a policy of
complete neutrality toward both the Chinese and Japa-
nese courts. This rules out politics as a major motivation
for most Korean Kuei-jin. Instead, they have turned to the

Yin World for their intrigues. The world of ghosts is the
primary source of information for the Green Courts. They
trade favors with the dead in order to monitor hengeyokai
activity in Korea, political developments in Shanghai and
what is done with the jade they sell. The great storm that
has ravaged the Yellow Springs, sending many ghosts
toward the world of the living, has made these relations
more strained of late. Although there are plentiful ghosts
with which to trade information, many seem confused
and enraged by the chaos in the Underworld.

THe STRANGERS

A year ago, vampires from India (creatures very like
Kin-jin but subtly different) entered Korea, asking for
protection from a degenerate Kin-jin family. They re-
quested access to the Green Courts’ collection of safe
houses along the Parallel Path. In exchange, they offered
their unsurpassed knowledge of necromancy and the
techniques of channeling Yin. The Green Court ances-
tors hardly hesitated and granted the strangers asylum in
Seoul itself. These Indian vampires have brought with
them information that not even the most necromantically
inclined ancestors knew.

Needless to say, these new arrivals have caused a
commotion within the Dharma. Most Kuei-jin following
other Dharmas have heard that they are scholars of vast
learning and nothing more. Among Bone Flowers, how-
ever, the reaction is somewhat different. Representatives
from other courts have been clamoring (in as much as a
cold-minded follower of the Song of the Shadow can
clamor) to visit Seoul to meet these scholars. The Green
Courts, controlled by a cabinet of crafty elder Shadow
Songs, are only too happy to host Bone Flower visitors, for
a price. They are quite effectively turning their guests into
ascholarly commodity and getting promises of favors from
Bone Flowers from across the Middle Kingdom in ex-
change for the opportunity to study with these bizarre and
old masters of death knowledge.

A rumor is currently flying that the Most Serene
Black Pearl Mistress, Mother of Shadows, herself, is bring-
ing the Most Exalted Shadow Blossom Family (her entou-
rage) to Seoul. This has raised eyebrows among many
Bone Flowers, who would welcome a chance to learn from
the coldest-minded being in existence, the greatest arhat
of the Dharma. To say that there is no trepidation regard-
ing this rumor would be inaccurate, but no Bone Flower
would ever admit to such a hot-minded thing.

Deati=-DEeaLErs oF jaran

In Japan, Bone Flowers are more like wise men or
Shinto priests. They place the greatest emphasis on the
second, third, fourth and eighth tenets. Until recently,
the Shadow Songs acted as diplomats to the Yellow
Springs, but a great storm has made relations with the Jade
Empire difficult. Most notably, the storm has blown many
ghosts into the lands of the living, bringing terrible joss.
Bone Flowers do continue to act as intermediaries with
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the dead, although the nature of those relations are now
quite changed.

Many Bone Flower gaki have tried to help Japanese
ghosts escape from the tyranny of the Chinese Yellow
Springs. Indeed, the Japanese Yin World is effectively
under foreign occupation — what the local shen call the
Senryo. The recent upheavals in the Yin World seem to
offer a chance to free the ancestors’ ghosts from the Jade
Emperor and many local Bone Flowers are busy gathering
as much information as they can to help in this auspicious
endeavor.

For more on the Senryo, see World of Darkness:
Tokyo and Dark Kingdom of Jade. The recent storm and
some of its aftereffects are revealed in the Wraith: The
Oblivion supplement Ends of Empire.

House Genjj

The Bone Flowers of House Genji are subtle in their
pursuits. Their Yin orientation mitigates the loud, aggres-
sive disposition that seems to come over most in the
house. These Bone Flowers are still Genji, however, and
are enamored with the modern world. Information is
almost as dear to them as Chi, and the clotted mass of data
pulsing through the Web is their preferred way of obtain-
Ing it.

The more modern cities of Japan are strongholds for
the Genji, and the Bone Flowers are adept at making the
most of their locale; Kobe, Kyoto and Tokyo are their
stomping grounds. The southern-most reaches of Japan,
much less under Bishamon control than the rest of the
country, are also home to many Genji Bone Flowers,
despite the poisoned Chi.

Indeed, the Kuei-jin of House Genji have fewer
problems, both philosophically and physically, with the
corrupted Chi resulting from the Burnings. They consider
whatever symptoms they develop from using corrupt Chi
to be a fair trade-off for the inroads they have made into
the West since 1945. They rushed back to Hiroshima and
Nagasaki as soon as their mortal prey returned and began
forging connections to the West, which they realized
would soon have a powerful presence throughout Japan.
The opportunities for powerful new contacts and alli-
ances were not to be missed. The Bone Flowers took
careful note of this auspicious fact and behaved accordingly.

Japan’s expansionist phase gave Shadow Songs of
House Genji a clean connection to the outside world. The
Emperor’s surrender hadn’t yet finished echoing when
Genji's adherents of the Black Metal Egg had to engage
the incoming Occidentals. Their diplomatic skills forged
alliances with various gaijin, both mortal and Kin-jin.

The most scandalous alliance was that made with the
Giovanni family. The Kin-jin necromancers were early
and enthusiastic visitors to Edo and, later, Tokyo. Their
take on necromancy intrigued Genji Bone Flowers, who
hoped to discover an advantage over the Bishamon that
might shift the balance of power in Japan. Although Bone
Flowers found they could adapt some of the Giovanni
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rituals to their use, these techniques of bullying and
intimidating the spirits of the dead were intolerably rude
and disrespectful. Bone Flower Ancestors of both the
Genji and Bishamon houses ruled Western necromancy
to be an abomination, and those practicing it were to be
subject to the Eye of Heaven.

The Genji tend to show Giovanni some leniency,
since they, as foreigners, are expected to be unmannered,
uncivil and boorish, but necromantic magic that brow-
beats the dead into compliance clearly violates the second
tenet of the Song of the Shadow. A Bone Flower who
practices one of the forbidden rituals is in for very harsh
treatment and will have a hard time hiding his crimes.
The spirits of the dead are used to being treated with
respect in the Middle Kingdom and tend to report offenses
to the appropriate ancestor. The current chaos in the
Yellow Springs makes such reporting a little less likely but
still a threat.

The Giovanni issue takes a back seat for most Genji
Bone Flowers, however. The incoming Westerners brought
with them enormous amounts of knowledge that needed
to be explored and understood. They also brought with
them foreign Zaibatsu agents called Technocrats. Both
local and foreign Stone People now appear determined to
minimize the power of the shen throughout the Middle
Kingdom, and one of the Bone Flower's most significant
callings right now is to infiltrate the Zaibatsu and mitigate
its control over Japan’s shen or — better yet — to use the
Zaibatsu as a weapon against the Bishamon. Infiltrating
and manipulating these Lightning People is proving ex-
tremely difficult; indeed, their version of scarlet screens
are extremely effective.

The Genji have reacted by forging an uneasy alliance
between the native shen against the Zaibatsu. On occa-
sion, the Shadow Songs will even recruit foreign shen in
their war against the Technocrats. Weakening the dragon
lines in the major cities is likely to be only a minor step
toward the subjugation of the shen of Japan.

House BjsHamMon

A common joke within House Bishamon is that it has
no followers of the Song of the Shadow. This, of course,
is not the case, but so many of them are shadowy and
subtle figures that there is no obvious population of Bone
Flowers to be found outside of a few functionaries in the
major cities. For a Bone Flower to give up her solitude and
anonymity, however, the position must be worthy of such
a sacrifice. The upshot of all of this is that Bone Flowers
appear (to outsiders) to be very rare in House Bishamon,
but those who are visible are very well placed within the
house’s feudal power structure.

Unlike the Chinese courts, House Bishamon is a
stronghold for Bone Flowers who follow the paths of
espionage and assassination. The vast portion of those
who study at Daisetsuzan are from House Bishamon (see
p- 37). This results in a reversal of the Bone Flowers’
traditional role. Within the Bishamon wuji they are not
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rituals can “cross over.” The Kuei-jin must be a
skilled ritualist (Occult ®ee® and Rituals eeee)

death incantations (as well as somehow having

Necromancy rituals (see Vampire: The Masquer-
ade, p. 165) can cross over and become Kuei-jin

would be a level five rite.

Although no Kuei-jin can learn the path- |
derived powers of the Discipline, Necromancy |

and Yin-aspected to adapt and use these foreign |

access to a learned Giovanni). Any of the basic |

rites of one level higher than their ritual level. For
example, Cadaver’s Touch, a level four ritual, |

Note that these adapted rituals may, in fact, |
accomplish the same goals as some traditional |
Kuei-jin rites. Nevertheless, the rituals are all |
banned by Genji and Bishamon Bone Flowers |
because of their origins. They also cause a miti- |
gated version of a Kindred Discipline’s ripple effect §
on local Chi (see Kindred of the East Companion,
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quiet scholars of the night, but the elite assassins of the
house and deserving of great respect. They still attend to
their stewardship of families and their studies, but schol-
arship consists primarily of mastering the arts of infiltra-
tion and war.

Bishamon Bone Flowers keep a deliberately low pro-
file in the south of Japan, where almost all of the dragon
lines are still poisoned from the Burnings. While the city
of Kagoshima on the island of Kyushu has a token repre-
sentation of Shadow Songs, for the most part they simply
behave as if in August of 1945 Kyushu ceased to exist and
the island of Honshu dropped into the ocean west of 134
degrees. Even Shikoku is suspect, and only three cities are
“worthy” of a Bone Flower presence: Takamatsu,
Tokushima and Kochi. Gaki scholars believe the island of
Honshu north and east of Kyoto to be mostly untainted by
the Burnings, although the dragon lines around Tokyo
and other large cities are still weaker than they ought to
be. Some suspect that the Zaibatsu has deliberately taken
steps to weaken them, but it is by and large the Genji who
live in the large cities and must deal with the problems
this creates.

The true seat of power for the Bone Flowers of House
Bishamon is farther north, on the island of Hokkaido. All
the elements of the Black Metal Egg — water, darkness




and cold — are here in a concentrated form. The Yin
dragon lines are strong and uncorrupted, and in the
winter, the nights are very, very long, allowing those Bone
Flowers residing there a great deal of freedom to travel,
study or perform extended rituals.

Bishamon Bone Flowers, like many other members of
their uji, have a preference for wilderness areas. They are
masters of Beast Shintai, and in their black cycle, need
feed only once every tenth night. Consequently they are
able to exist in less populated areas without taking a
noticeable toll on the local community. In conjunction
with their alliances with the various other shen , particu-
larly the hengeyokai, the Bone Flowers of House Bishamon
have a degree of freedom to exist in these wild areas that
other Kuei-jin simply do not. Alliances with the Beast
Courts can be uncertain, however, so the wilderness is
never entirely safe.

While the primary temples of the Bishamon Bone
Flowers are found (or go unfound, as the case may be) in
rural areas, there is a temple in Sapporo where Dharmic
meditations are guided by a Bone Flower ancestor of
House Bishamon. Bone Flowers of the wji also have a
noticeable presence in Hakodate, Sendai, Niigata, Iwaki
and Tokyo. These cities have the proper balance of Yin
and other resources to make them worthy places of study.

LearjnGg OuTwarDp

The ancestors of the Song of the Shadow are not
content to study the world they know. Being masters of
subtle infiltration and assassination (and failing that,
diplomacy), Bone Flowers are often the first Kuei-jin to
enter regions marked for occupation. They soften up
resistance by assassinating key figures in the local power
structure and, on occasion, by taking the place of their
targets. Once they have gained a foothold in the new
territory, war wu of other Dharmas enter the picture to
take care of the brute force tasks.

Song of the Shadow ancestors from various major
courts, uji and cities communicate extensively to discuss
finely tuned plans for new acquisitions. The highest
priority goal is the infiltration of San Francisco. The
secondary goal involves increasing the Bone Flower's
presence in the Golden Lion Court of Singapore. With
recentevents in India, however, these plans are changing.

San Francjsco

Quietly and carefully, Bone Flowers pursue the con-
quest of the American city of San Francisco. There are
more speakers of Chinese in San Francisco than in any
city outside the Middle Kingdom. This makes it a cultural
stronghold for the Quincunx, and, if they have it their
way, for the Song of the Shadow in particular. True Kuei-
jin have already taken the Second Breath in San Fran-
cisco. They are among the first to arise in the West and
not become kanbujian. The Quincunx has taken this as an
auspicious omen for the settlement of the west coast of

Bone Hu@gm

North America. The Flame Court of Hong Kong, in
particular, has found the business connections between
Hong Kong and San Francisco a useful tool for infiltrating
this new land. The court expects to have substantial
influence over the conquered city. The Bone Flowers have
graciously accepted this mission of stealth and subterfuge.

For the rest of the Kuei-jin, Bone Flower activities in
San Francisco are something of a sideshow to the more
dedicated efforts at conquest in Los Angeles. That cam-
paign went through highs and lows under the command
of the aggressive Mandarin Hao but is now stabilizing
under the watchful eye of Bone Flower ancestor Jiejie Li.
Hao honorably acknowledged his defeat and met the Eye
of Heaven.

Jiejie Li is, first and foremost, a diplomat, and she has
both co-opted Kin-jin in Los Angeles and opened nego-
tiations with the Western power structure in San Fran-
cisco. Some in the Quincunx call this folly, but the
ancestor knows that while she negotiates, the Metal
Dragon Talon wu and other Shadow Songs slowly erode
the Kin-jin hold on the city. Whether the ancestor is
using the negotiations to distract her enemies from an
ongoing conquest or using the Bone Flower infiltrators to
weaken the Kin-jin bargaining position remains unclear.

The Bone Flower ancestors of the Koga uji have been
most gracious in accepting this subtle route, fully aware
that it gives them the chance to secure the city for
themselves and the Bone Flowers of the Flame Court. For
the time being, their campaign goes well, and they are
slowly whittling away Kin-jin areas of control. But the
Western vampires are far from defeated.

For more information on goings on in California, see

Shadow War.
SINGAPORE

Bone Flowers have a substantial presence in all the
power-centers of the Middle Kingdom except the Golden
Courts. While the Golden Courts proper, with their
ruling penangallan, don’t make a tempting target for the
Bone Flowers, the Golden Lion Court of Singapore does.
It has become a popular destination for Shadow Songs
from the Bone Court and from the Green Courts. Those
from Chongqing are trying to install a strong Bone Flower
presence within the next decade, expanding the Dharma’s
influence and the Bone Court’s. The Korean Bone Flow-
ers in the city, however, are more interested in putting
some distance between themselves and all the newcomers
arriving to see the Indian necromancers currently staying
in Seoul. Both factions tread carefully, insinuating them-
selves as useful aids and scholars, rather than attempting
any overt takeover.

DA

The Indian subcontinent has recently opened up to
Kuei-jin influence. Three bodhisattvas, a Thrashing
Dragon, a Resplendent Crane and a Devil-Tiger, de-
stroyed an immensely powerful Kin-jin and were sent to
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Yomi in the process. In the carnage that followed that
resoundingly inauspicious conflict, the Kin-jin fell upon
each other like rabid beasts. But for a handful, the Kin-jin
destroyed one another, leaving India open to Kuei-jin
expansion (see the Vampire: The Masquerade supple-
ment Time of Thin Blood for more details).

While those peculiar Kuei-jin following the heretical
Path of the Rising Phoenix show little, if any, interest in
claiming the portions of India that have opened up, the
Devil-Tigers, Cranes and Dragons have launched a furi-
ous campaign to avenge their fallen bodhisattvas, and
those few Kin-jin that remained in India have been sent
on their way to Yomi. Meanwhile, the Bone Ancestor has
sent several powerful wu of Bone Flowers from Chongqing
into Ahmadabad, a city in the State of Gujarat on the
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western coast of India. As shen of the west direction, it
befits the followers of the Song of the Shadow to take up
the westernmost frontier of the Middle Kingdom. Once
the Bone Court has fortified its position in Ahmadabad,
it has every intention of claiming the north and west of
India for itself. This would put Meru in the very center of
its territory, a move the Bone Court finds most
auspicious indeed.

TeMPLES OF YN

The Song of the Shadow has many places it considers
holy. These temples are most often centers of learning
sitting on powerful Yin-rich dragon nests. While this
combination of Yin and study form the ideal Bone Flower
holy site (just as it forms the ideal Bone Flower), there are
areas of such powerful Yin that this alone makes them
important to the Dharma. There are wu of Bone Flowers
dedicated to guarding such sites, keeping them hidden
from other Kuei-jin and shen.

Pilgrimage to these various temples is often part of a
Bone Flower’s Dharmic path. Shadow Songs are under no
obligation to visit holy sites, however. They travel in
order to learn from great teachers, consult valuable works
or bathe in the Chi of the greatest Yin dragon nests. No
law enforces pilgrimage, but enlightenment without vis-
iting the major sites is nigh impossible.

Dajsersuzan (Hokxxajpo, jaran)
Wall Rating: 5

The Daisetsu mountain range forms the “Roof of
Hokkaido,” a high plateau on Japan’s cold northernmost
island. In the side of Asahidake, the tallest mountain in
the area, is a cave leading into a complex series of caverns.
These caverns, and the mountain face outside, form the
most secret of all Bone Flower temples, called Daisetsuzan
for the region that houses it. Very few, if any, Kuei-jin of
other Dharmas know of this place of Yin meditation and
martial study. While not all Bone Flower spies and assas-
sins study at Daisetsuzan, it is the school for the cream of
the crop, and its graduates leave fear in their cold-minded wake.

The sensei of Daisetsuzan is the most honorable
Kuro-sama. Kuro-sama'’s philosophy is brutally simple: By
training in the harshest conditions possible, all other
conditions will seem simple by comparison. In order to
complete an apprenticeship with him without meeting
Final Death, a student must grow very knowledgeable in
the ways of infiltration and assassination. Those who do
not never make it off Asahidake.

Kuro-sama will take three students at a time at the
very most but prefers to train only two so he can pit them
against one another. His tutelage lasts three years, and he
divides his nightly lessons into three parts. In the early
portion of each night students study the techniques of the
great strategists of the Middle Kingdom. During the
midnight hours, Kuro-sama leads them in exercises on the
face of the mountain. The final portion of the night (and
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past dawn for those who can manage it), consists of
meditation on the Black Metal Egg in the central cavern
near the heart of the mountain.

The academic portion of training takes place wher-
ever Kuro-sama finds the student. He begins by teaching
the great books of Asian military science: Sun Tzu’s The
Artof War, Musashi's The Book of Five Rings, Zhuge Liang
and Liu Ji's Mastering the Art of War and a handful of
others. These he uses as the basis for everything else he
teaches. Kuro-sama then instructs his students on the
more exotic techniques of infiltration and assassination:
those requiring the use of Disciplines or magic. He as-
sumes that his students will be assassins of the highest
order and, therefore, will infiltrate and assassinate only
the most extraordinary opponents. Consequently he
teaches the strategies of the hengeyokai, as well as those
of the Wu Lung, the Wu-Keng, the Go Kamisori Gama
clan and other groups of Lightning People. Kuro-sama’s
knowledge of these shen is most impressive, although
not infallible.
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The majority of the “applied” portion of the training
takes place on the face of Asahidake. For those Kuei-jin
used to the warmth of Southeast Asia, this can be the most
difficult adjustment. Daisetsuzan is on the same latitude
as I oronto, and the altitude of the mountains insures that
there is ice and snow to train in throughout much of the
year. Students who are still disciples or jina must also
determine how to obtain Chi, since there are no mortals
conveniently available for feeding (the nearest city is 50
kilometers to the west). Most students ride the dragon
tracks to the city to feed, but Kuro-sama is said to reward
more creative solutions.

The drills on the mountain-side are grueling. Kuro-
sama sneaks up on his students repeatedly and stabs them
through the stomach with his (much hated) short sword.
Students eventually learn how not to be surprised (wear-
ing body armor is considered cheating, as it circumvents
the point of the exercise). Kuro-sama then challenges his
students to sneak up on him. None ever has, although
those who master the Hannnn*,r with Night rite (see p. 62)
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early on have been able to get within two meters of him

before being subdued (and stabbed).

The final segment of each night takes place in the
dark main cavern of the mountain. Kuro-sama instructs
his pupils in meditation, esoteric matters and philosophy.
Students learn to channel Yin, how to obtain information
from denizens of the Yin World and the necessity for self-
control and cold-mindedness in combat situations. The
sensei also uses this time to build on the lessons of earlier
that night, reminding his pupils of how to frame one
enemy for the death of another, how to manipulate
hengeyokai into killing enemies and other indirect solu-
tions to problems.

Especially since a wu of his graduates helped plunge
the Flesh Court into chaos in 1938, Kuro-sama has em-
phasized the importance of the second and seventh tenets
when accepting assignments. Bone Flowers must not
threaten the overall stability of wu and court through
their actions or fail to see the dangerous implications of an
assassination. As most of his students actions occur out-
side the formalized limits of twilight or midnight war,
Kuro-sama strives to ensure that they do not unwittingly
precipitate the Sixth Age. A superior assassin, he teaches,
knows all the consequences of his actions and acts with-
out ever being noticed.

MounTt TjanTa)

(Zuejjang Province, China)

Wall Rating: 3

The best known and most open of the Bone Flower
temples is located on Mount Tiantai in Zhejiang province
in China. It exists almost as a counterpoint to the majority
of Shadow Song temples, which focus so intently on
embodying the Yin principle that the second tenet, pro-
tecting the family, is incapable of playing any true part in
the lives of the Kuei-jin who go there. Tiantai is quite
different. Families that have been wronged in some way
can come here at night to register their complaints. The
complaints must be very serious, or the ancestor will be
displeased. Complaints like “My son must marry this girl
for her dowry, but he says he prefers men; you must punish
him” or “My sister is a witch and has put a curse of
impotence upon my husband so that we can have nomore
children” will result in loss of blood as a token of the
ancestor’sdispleasure. Any family that knows about Tiantai
will know to bring only serious complaints. Any given
night may see a family or perhaps two approach the
temple for an audience with the ancestor, Han Houshou.
She will typically give advice recommending that the
plaintiffs accept that death, even violent death, is a part
of the cycle and that it is best to simply make peace with
the dead and be respectful of the ghost. On occasion, a
complaint will come in that is so offensive that the
ancestor will assign a wu to investigate and redress, if
possible, the wrong to the family. Twice since the found-
ing of the Tiantai Temple 1,500 years ago, the insult to
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the family has been so great that Han Houshou has
attended to the issue personally.

Mortals throughout Zhejiang province and beyond
have heard of Tiantai Temple, although most believe it to
be inhabited by holy men and women who (at best)
dispense enlightened advice. Stories of dark magic and
the Hungry Dead still circulate among the rural popula-
tion, but such superstition is less potent in urban centers.
The “superstitious farmers” who continue to listen to the
stories, however, find their belief reaffirmed upon meet-
ing Han Houshou.

Tie Bone Lisrary (CHongajNG, CHina)

Wall Rating: 3

With the exception of the Black Lotus Temple, the
subterranean library of Chongqing is the holiest site of the
Song of the Shadow Dharma. The Bone Flowers did not
build it alone, however. A Wu Lung wizard assisted them
in exchange for information on the demon masters of his
enemies in the Wu-Keng. Hundreds of mortals also dug
out the enormous main cavern in the days of legend, when
memories of the Wan Xian still lingered in the minds of
the living. Work on the library began the moment the sun
had dropped below the horizon. The Kuei-jin explained
the architectural techniques or physical principles to the
unschooled workers. It took nearly 200 years to finish and
claimed the lives of many workers and the unlives of
several Kuei-jin.

Subterranean architecture did not come naturally to
the mortals or the Kuei-jin, but the Bone Ancestor ruled
that it was the wisest course of action. Should asmall army
of Kuei-jin ever need to mass, the library would protect
them from the vengeance of the sun for as long as they
needed it to. Great Bone Flower tacticians from across the
Middle Kingdom (including the legendary Kuro-sama)
advised the Bone Ancestor on proper defensive fortifica-
tions and strategic design tomake the library defensible by
as few as 10 Kuei-jin. The Bone Ancestor reasoned that
unless the great Kuei-jin scholars felt thoroughly confi-
dent in the library and its ability to protect them and the
books they labored over, none would choose to isolate
themselves in the distant backwaters of Chongqing.

Once the library was complete, a slowly building
trickle of scholars, both from the Shadow Song and other

Dharmic paths, joined the initial handful of Bone Flower
scholars already living in Chongging. A century after its
completion, the subterranean library was the primary
research and cultural site for all Bone Flowers. It was only
a brief time before it held that position among the other
paths as well. When the Eight Sacred Steps wu returned
from the region near Tibet with relics from Meru, they
assured the fame of the library.

Other learned shen sometimes request access to the
contents of the library, and the Bone Ancestor occasion-
ally allows it, in exchange for promises of favors. Only
Kuei-jin are ever allowed into the library itself, however.
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It houses several hundred Kuei-jin scholars, and their
security is the highest priority. The presence of so many
Hungry Dead in a single place creates a great demand on
the local mortal herd, although the vast majority of these
scholars remain black cycled and need feed only once
every 10 nights. When they do need to feed, the Bone
Ancestor maintains a stable of those who are willing to
donate their Chi to the cause of knowledge. She also
allows careful feeding among the five million inhabitants
of the city of Chongqing, but tasks the Black Screen wu
(which includes both Bone Flower assassins and Devil-
Tiger warriors) to make sure no incautious scholar attracts
attention to the library by ill-advised feeding.

The onlysite thatrivals the great subterranean library
of Chongging is the Shaolin Monastery of the Jade Court.
The library of Chongqing has more books, more artifacts
from Meru and more scholars to interpret them, reflecting
its emphasis on research and scholastic learning. Those
who have been the to the monastery, however, claim that
asking one question of the bodhisattvas surpasses decades
of study of tomes. The Bone Ancestor says nothing to
these criticisms — jealousy is for the hot-minded.

The Bracr Lotus TempLE

(LocaTjon UNENOWN)

Wall Rating: negligible

The Most Serene Black Pearl Mistress, Mother of
Shadows, built the oldest Shadow Song temple herself.
Called the Black Lotus Temple, it is the supreme shrine to
Yin and nothingness. It is a vast place. The domed ceiling
rises high overhead. The floor and walls are perfectly
smooth. The one entrance is a long tunnel coming up
through cold dark water. It is without light in all the ways
a place can be without light.

The silence is painful to the ears, but breaking the
silence is pointless. The temple is so rich in Yin that it
swallows any sound above a whisper. The Wall here is
thin and fragile, a mere step away from the Yin World. On
occasion, sifus of the Bone Flower Dharma bring their
better students here to begin sojourns into the Yellow Springs.

There have always been ghosts at the temple, but
since the beginning of the new ghost world storm, hun-
dreds of the dead have gathered there, lingering like a loss
in the heart. The temple attendants welcome the respect-
ful dead and remove the troublesome. In exchange for the
right to stay at the temple, the former agree to guard it
against any enemy if it is ever endangered. Young Bone
Flowers wonder what would ever threaten a place that
contains so many powerful ancestors, but the tradition
was instituted by the Most Serene Black Pearl Mistress,
Mother of Shadows, and none has bothered to find her to

question her reasoning.

Bodhisattvas who have left the courts to pursue their
own enlightenment perform their meditations here. They
sit in contemplation, or they perform lengthy series of
slow, agonizing postures that a living body cannot take.

They bend and twist into unnatural and disturbing contortions
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as a means of controlling the flow of Yin through their
own bodies. The Yin Prana may well have its origins at the

Black Lotus Temple.

The exact location of the Black Lotus Temple is
known only to those Bone Flowers who have found it
(although students can be brought to the temple blind-
folded by their masters). Rumors swarm among the Run-
ning Monkeys of the Dharma. Some say it lies at the
bottom of the Sea of Japan and benefits from a unique
treaty with the deadly Same-Bito shark-men. Others
claim it lies in North Korea on the site of Qin Shao’s
encounter with the fire and the foolish wu (see p. 16). Still
others say it has no physical component at all and exists
in abubble of the Yin World. The mandarin and ancestors
can but smile at these theories.

BonNe FLOWERS jN OTHER
REALMS

Followers of the Song of the Shadow hunger for
knowledge, and to satisfy this hunger, they have traveled.
Bone Flowers were among the first Kuei-jin to visit the
lands of the Kin-jin. Even more notably, however, they
are the ambassadors to the ghost and spirit worlds. Of all

the Kuei-jin, Bone Flowers have the most dealings with
the inhabitants of the worlds beyond the Wall.

Tue ¥Yju WoRrp:
A1 Home AMong THE Deap

“Dangling by a scarlet rope
in a vast and bottomless unlit pit,
[ greet and converse with my associates, the dead.

But for the first tenet of the Dharma, [ would be here now,
thinking in the cold.”

Thus begins the Black Winter Pearl, the favored Bone

Flower text on the Yin World and the etiquette of ghosts
written by the scholar Han Dengbao.

Bone Flowers have a particular fondness for the Yin
World. The dead are treasure troves of lost information,
and while they can be difficult at times, the proper rites of
appeasement can make them most forthcoming. Needless
to say, Bone Flowers have established an entire scholarly
dialogue concerning the rites of appeasement; the books
are in the library at Chongging.

Many Bone Flowers fancy themselves little more
than ghosts with convenient vehicles in the material
world. The number of Shadow Songs who enter the Yin
World for extended “research” is quite high. The Yin
Prana technique Semblance of the Ebon Dragon grants
them freedom from the need to feed on a regular basis,
allowing them to remain in the Yellow Springs for nearly
indefinite periods. There are rumored techniques of ob-
taining Chi from ghosts, but they are highly dubious and
a potential threat to the goodwill that exists between
ghosts and those on the Shadow Path.




Tie Many Quier Wars

In recent times, an enormous storm in the Yin World
has damaged many of the great cities of the Yellow Springs
and sent the Jade Empire through monumental shifts and
changes. Bone Flowers see this as a particularly ill omen,
reflecting the imminence of the Sixth Age. Ghosts, who
have always maintained a moderate presence in the
Middle Kingdom, have now been blasted into the physi-
cal world, where they have begun to comport themselves
in unbecoming and inappropriate ways. Bone Flowers
have been instrumental in convincing some of these
ghosts to behave in a more proper fashion, others they
have had to send on to their next role. While some voices
are counseling that the great storm in the Yin World is
simply a part of the eternal ebb and flow of the worlds
under Heaven, others claim that it is the worst possible
joss and that this development may illicit a response from
on high. Meanwhile, Bone Flower scholars whose duty it
is under tian to study omens watch the storm rage. They
note that a few ghosts have reported that this storm is
worse in the European Underworld, another sign that the
gweilo are harbingers of the Age of Sorrow.

Tie Yang Worip: The UnpLeasant Hear

Bone Flowers do not like the Yang World. Only Cold
Mind allows them to spend any time there at all. Their
ambassadorial obligations to the Spirit Courts are the
least favored of their duties under tian. The spiritual light
and heat of the realms agitates them and makes them
uncomfortable. Even Han Dengbao expresses his lack of
appreciation. Early in The Scarlet Sojowrn, his book on the
Yang World and the etiquette of spirits, he writes, “Books
should not be left in the teeming jungle. Steam warps
paper, unwrites words. The insects bore.”

A Bone Flower's cold-mindedness and etiquette face
their greatest test when dealing with spirits. While ghosts
commonly show a restraint that Bone Flowers find be-
coming, the spirits of the Yang World are more capricious,
bellicose and unfocused. Some even note that the spirits
of the Yang World are not unlike the Kin-jin in that
regard. The Yang Realms’ very nature makes them dan-
gerous for Bone Flowers. Their frequent Yin imbalance
highlights all the elements that make them seem cold in
the Middle Kingdom. In the spirit world, the vast majority
of Bone Flowers seem honorless, arrogant, sneaky and
cruel. Unpleasantness can escalate much more quickly
there than Bone Flowers are comfortable with. The Duke
of Thunder may one moment promise to put his army at
one'’s disposal and the next moment decide to put his
sword to one’s throat. The rules of the spirit world are
much less clear to Bone Flowers, although a well-traveled
ancestors once tried to explain it thus:

“Flames change direction.
They make no promises but
Fire always burns.”

Tue Yo Wum: SecreT ExcHANGES

There is a secret. Some Bone Flower ancestors, par-
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ticularly bodhisattvas, speak with Yama Kings on a rela-
tively frequent basis, possibly as often as once a century.
It is not an alliance. They have not signed pacts with the
Yama Kings, nor do they do their bidding, but there are
times when each seeks the counsel of the other. While the
Yama Kings are essentially omniscient in their respective
hells, there are things they do not know and cannot
readily find out without the knowledge of the exceedingly
wise bodhisattvas. The Yama King Emma-o began this
disturbing mutual imposition when he presented a ques-
tion regarding his own origins to the Most Serene Black
Pearl Mistress, Mother of Shadows. He offered her power
in exchange for her ineffable wisdom, but nothing follows
power so frequently as weakness, and the Mother of
Shadows would have none of it. She did, however, make
Emma-o sign a pact with her promising to answer, truth-
fully and completely, one question for her in reciproca-
tion at whatsoever time she chose. He agreed. To this
date, she has not asked the question. The scroll hangs
from her neck in an ornately carved black obsidian tube.
She is not averse to being owed a favor by a Yama King.

Other ancestors have not been sufficiently cold-
minded to do likewise; they have asked their questions
and answered still more in response. Knowledge can
become an addiction for some Bone Flower elders. The
number of ancestors who have dealt with the Yama Kings
in such a capacity is very small, but there are questions
that need answers. The ancestors are supremely discreet
about this arrangement. They have no interest in being
branded akuma for their “harmless” exchange of informa-
tion.

The Yama Kings, on the other hand, are quite happy
to dangle an ancestor’s deeds in the face of younger Bone
Flowers as temptation. Sadly, not all Bone Flowers are
cold-minded enough to withstand the temptation of
esoteric knowledge, and there are those who have become
akuma in the name of learning.

Shadow Songs also sometimes travel into Yomi itself.
Ancestors and bodhisattvas will occasionally do so to
witness the infernal punishment of particularly deserving
Kuei-jin criminals. They note, if possible, which hell the
criminal goes to, by whom he is punished, who the Yama
King of that hell is (if known) and the precise methods of
torture. The ancestors then record these punishments in
a work called The Black Book of the Lash. While not a
particularly popular tome among the Bone Flowers (who
find judgement and punishment to be at odds with the
concept of Cold Mind), Resplendent Cranes frequently
transcribe it as evidence of the August Personage’s indi-
rect justice and retribution.

NorasLE Wo

More than any other Dharma, Bone Flowers share a
common body of knowledge. A vast wealth of history,
legend, lore and Dharmic culture exists in the great
underground library of Chongging. This accumulated




wealth of history includes scroll after scroll of tales of
three great wu composed solely of Bone Flowers who have
left their unfading mark on Kuei-jin history. Each of these
wu comprises some of the greatest cultural heroes known
to Kuei-jin in general and followers of the Song of the
Shadow in particular. There are also stories of wu with less
glorious histories that serve as negative examples to
running monkeys.

Tie Brack Wave:
Sitent, Cowp anp DeabrLy

The Black Wave wu is one of the most deadly wu in
the Middle Kingdom. An early student of Kuro-sama
named Yukio returned to Daisetsuzan to request of that
great sensei the names of his four most accomplished
students. Kuro-sama named off five, including Yukio
herself. She left Daisetsuzan and sought out the other four
he had named. It was four years later that Yukio found the
last of them. Agreeing to cast their lot together, the five
underwent guanxi and consecrated to themselves a power-
ful nushi spirit of darkness and night. The wu then began
working as the primary assassins for the Koga uji. As Kuro-
sama had instructed, the five were faceless and nameless.
The assassinations they completed were invariably attrib-
uted to others. As Kuei-jin of considerable enlightenment
(and incomparable training), they were the weapon of
choice for the Koga when circumstances dictated that a
powerful ancestor needed to be eliminated without the
formality of shadow war.

That is what took the Black Wave to Shanghai in
1938. The Flesh Ancestor of the court had taken as
prisoners several Kuei-jin of the Koga uji. When his thinly
veiled threats and requests for Koga withdrawal from
Shanghai were ignored, he personally killed the captives
by burning them away piece by piece until their souls went
screaming back to Yomi. He sent what little remained of
them back to Japan in an ornately carved lacquer box.
The daimyo of the Koga was furious, and he dispatched the
Black Wave to avenge this insult. Within one week, the
heavily guarded and most enlightened Flesh Ancestor
had met Final Death, and the Flesh Court fell into a state
of utter chaos. The assassination was not easy, however,
and Yukio herself was grievously injured by one of the
ancestor’s guards. The wu was also unable to completely
mask its participation, and many in the Flesh Court
suspected their involvement. The Black Wave com-
pounded these failures when it confirmed its responsibil-
ity to certain old Japanese Bone Flowers.

The death of the Flesh Ancestor plunged contested
Shanghai into a cycle of chaos that has yet to end. This
was a serious blow to the Black Wave wu, all of whose
members faced an act of blindness when they realized that
they had helped devastate the city. Several Bone Flower
elders, including Kuro-sama and the Bone Ancestor her-
self, sought out the wu to reprimand them. The Black
Wave had failed to respect the seventh tenet, they ex-
plained, when it had blindly accepted the Koga mission.

0




'I'il_l_zl'[nlr Quier Ways

[t had wrought further violence instead of a quick, cold
death. Although the action was technically correct, as it
came in the midst of the midnight war raging between the
Flesh Court and the Koga, it had been inauspicious for the
Black Wave to be but a tool. Its primary duty was to their
Dharma, not the wuji.

Since then, the Black Wave has held itself to a higher
standard. [t undertakes missions only if it can gain under-
standing from the mission and only if the results are firmly
controlled. The first requirement can be met by payment
in information or training or by missions that in and of
themselves entail new learning (such as facing a new type
of foe or one in a foreign land). The second requirement
has been harder to meet in these inauspicious times. The
Black Wind rejects many assignments because the risks of
further chaos are too great — most notably, it recently
refused to assassinate the Kin-jin leader Jeremy MacNeil
in Los Angeles. Some have called this cowardice, but
Yukio claims that eliminating the Kin-jin strongman now
would just invite worse enemies into the battlefield of the

Great Leap Outward. (For more on the conflict in Los
Angeles, see Shadow War.)

Despite the wu's stricter code and the events of 1938,
the Black Wave still crashes down from time to time on
the enemies of the Koga, and it continues to have close
ties with the wji. Some say that the daimyo employs other,
younger Bone Flower assassins when the Black Wave
chooses not to accept a mission.

Tue ETernaL jces Worps over Wearons

Less violent than either the Black Wave or the Metal
Dragon Talon (see below), the Eternal Ice wu is primarily
an emergency-response diplomatic corps. Its members
have mastered the skills of intervention, de-escalation
and negotiation and use them to prevent unnecessary
friction between mortals and shen or between the various
shen themselves. Armed with nothing but their knowl-
edge of and experience with the denizens of the Middle
Kingdom and their respective systems of etiquette, the
Eternal Ice has a remarkable record of peaceful conflict
resolution. Their reputation for unbiased judgement has
also served to make them arbiters in various claims be-
tween the factions of the Middle Kingdom. In one of its
most infamous cases, the Eternal Ice ruled against another
wu and in favor of a village elder that accused them of
overfeeding on the village’s children. The ruling of the
Eternal Ice was respected, and the other wu ceased prey-
ing on children, thereby avoiding having the Shih called
in. In their distinguished career, the Eternal Ice has also
ended hauntings by the ghosts of angry ancestors, defused
hostilities between the Kuei-jin and hengeyokai of the
Green Courts and smoothed over differences between
courts heading toward midnight warfare.

While it is not particularly adept in the ways of
combat, the Eternal Ice wu has many friends. Indeed,
more ancestors, hengeyokai warriors and old ghosts owe
the wu favors than can even be counted at this point.
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Were it to ask, the Eternal Ice wu could have at its disposal
a small army of protectors. Of course, not everyone can be
satisfied with a negotiated settlement. The wu has several
enemies among the shen, including the so-called Queen of
Reeds, a powerful penangallan whom they prevented from
establishing a foothold among the Vietnamese refugees in
Hong Kong. Twice already, members of the Eternal Ice
have faced angry Yang spirits sent from the Golden Courts.

Tie MeraL Dragon Taron:
yjnTo THE EnEMY’s Lanps

The youngest of the three famed Bone Flower wu, the
Metal Dragon Talon came together 150 years ago in
response to the Kin-jin incursion into China. By great
perseverance, the Metal Dragon Talon learned the tech-
nique for utilizing Bone and Flesh Shintai together to
mimic the appearance of others. Once their mastery of
English was complete and without accent of any kind, the
wu’s members began assassinating pivotal gweilo and learn-
ing everything they could from taking their place. It was
an undertaking of extreme danger, but the Metal Dragon
Talon was cold-minded enough to carry it out.

Once the wu had learned all it could of the Kin-jin
incursion, it promptly returned the favor and began mak-
ing incursions of its own into the West. The Talon’s fact-
finding missions has taken it to such diverse locales as
Sydney, London, San Francisco, Vancouver, New York,
Vienna, Venice and Johannesburg. Among Kuei-jin, the
wu's members are considered past masters of all things
Occidental. The information they have gathered on
Westerners (particularly Kin-jin) fills volumes in the
great underground library of Chongging.

In the last decade, the Metal Dragon Talon has
discovered a new tool for gathering information on the
West: the Internet. While China monitors and censors
Internet feeds into the country, the wu's members are
nothing if not resourceful. Their uncensored Internet
feeds bring them news, financial data and telltale hints of
the movements and plans of the Kindred. The Metal
Dragon Talon most commonly resides in Chongging, but
the Bone Ancestor deploys it to sites of possible Kin-jin/
Kuei-jin conflict. The wu has recently been in San Fran-
cisco and Hong Kong but is now most active in Los
Angeles.

The Talons’ mimicry skills are reaching impressive
heights. One member of the wu once successfully imper-
sonated Robert Pedder during an encounter with the
Kindred's own childe. This came only after extensive
study of the Kindred prince, however. Nevertheless, the
wu's members have used their disguise skills against the
Westerners more times than any Kin-jin realizes.

Tue EjguT SAcRED STEPS:
The QuesTjoNABLE wWo

Not all famous wu remain so. It happens that mystery
or bad joss can darken aww’s place in history. The standard
example of this phenomenon is the Eight Sacred Steps
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wu, responsible for the vast majority of artifacts recovered
from the area near Meru that are now housed in the great
library of Chongqing.

While not composed entirely of Bone Flowers, the
Eight Sacred Steps wu only had one follower of another
Dharma, the Devil-Tiger Chun Quan. The Sacred Steps
took their Second Breaths in the city of Chongqing and
were taught the values of the Bone Court. They learned
that the return to the mythological city of Meru was the
highest achievement the Kuei-jin could strive for. The
four Bone Flowers were intent on discovering the truth
behind the tales they had heard of those lands in Tibet
where Meru once stood. Chun Quan was not particularly
enthusiastic on the subject, but was not willful enough to
defy the guanxi he shared with the other four members of

his wu.

The five launched their expedition in the spring
nearly 400 years ago. The Bone Ancestor waited a year
before announcing that it was unlikely that they would be
returning in any timely fashion. Three years later they
returned, considerably more enlightened than when they
left, bearing jade talismans, scrolls and other evidence of
Meru. They were pronounced the high masters of the
mountain.

Secretly, however, Chun Quan requested a meeting
with the Bone Ancestor. He begged to be released from
his guanxi with the four Bone Flowers. He could not be
persuaded to explain why, although the Bone Ancestor
was able to ascertain that neither he nor they had entered
into any sort of pact with the Yama Kings. The Bone
Ancestor wouldn’t hear of it. She felt very strongly that
the wu was the family of the Kuei-jin, and the second
tenet of the Shadow Song Path demands that the family
be preserved against those who would violate it. Chun
Quan was told that he would have to work through
whatever problem was affecting his relationship with the
rest of his wu.

Nearly 40 years later, the Eight Sacred Steps made a
second expedition into the regions of Tibet. Its members
were again gone for over a year, though they returned
much more quickly than on their previous journey. Again
they brought back artifacts that painted a clear picture of
Meru, the great city of the Wan Xian. The four Bone
Flowers accepted the accolades of the court with the
appropriate cold-mindedness. Chun Quan, however,
seemed troubled. The Bone Ancestor requested a meeting
with the Devil-Tiger and again he requested that she
break his guanxi to the rest of his wu. Again she refused.

The Eight Sacred Steps did not make another journey
forseveral hundred years because the Bone Flowers wanted
to translate the kaja on the artifacts they had brought
back. Chun Quan took this time to travel to the Blood
Court and humbly request that the Blood Ancestor undo
his guanxi. The Blood Ancestor was horrified and in-
sulted. Only Chun Quan'’s status as cultural hero kept him
from being branded akuma on the spot. Chun Quan
traveled the Middle Kingdom alone for several genera-

tions, but just over 20 years ago he was called back to the
Bone Court. Thinking that perhaps the Bone Ancestor
was at last willing to nullify his guanxi, Chun Quan
returned. He discovered that his wu had translated all of
the kaja and wanted to go back for more artifacts in order
to complete parts of the great mystery. Chun Quan
trembled. His serene Bone Flower companions surrounded
him, and the five of them returned to Tibet. They were
gone six years, and only the Bone Flowers returned. They
were heavily burdened with carefully packaged tablets
and scrolls, jade artifacts and strange crystal bowls that
sang when touched. When asked about the whereabouts
of their companion, they explained with perfect cold-
mindedness that things were not as they were when last
they had gone into Tibet. The Chinese occupation had
complicated things. This was all the answer they gave.

In the privacy of her meeting room, the Bone Ances-
tor asked the Bone Flowers again what had happened to
Chun Quan. Again they obfuscated, but could not com-
pletely hide the truth from so skilled a riddle-master. By
triangulating on their words through their lies, the Bone
Ancestor was able to determine that the Devil-Tiger was
dead, that he had died in some deeply painful or dishon-
orable way, that he was dead at his fellow’s hands and that
the culpability lay with them. She shared this information
with them, and she serenely explained that if they were to
persist in their obstinacy, they would be subjected to a
more insistent interrogation. That morning at dawn, the
four remaining members of the Eight Sacred Steps wu left
the library where the Bone Ancestor’s offices were and
met the Eye of Heaven. The Bone Ancestor declared
them akuma the next evening. Whether they had truly
dealt with the Yama Kings or encountered some other

dark fate in Tibet is unknown to all save the ancestor
herself.

ReLaTjONS aND ViEWS

The scholars and diplomats of the Kuei-jin world,
Bone Flowers know a great deal about the other inhabit-
ants of the night. They study other Dharmas and other
shen most avidly. Theoretically, they should learn and not
judge, but relationships are never quite so free of prejudice
and opinion. Bone Flowers know a great deal about others
but presume to know still more.

The following notes are from Zhai Jingshan, a mem-
ber of the Eternal Ice wu and a noted Bone Flower
diplomat.

Orier Songs: The DuarMas

Were it not for the social expectations of Kuei-jin
culture, we would be much more insular than we are. Qur
dedication to the Black Metal Egg grants us a distance and
detachment that other Dharmas neither share nor appre-
ciate, and left to our own devices, we Bone Flowers would
almost all follow the solitary path of da xue. Ancestors
take pains to make sure that we join wu to fight off these
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isolationist tendencies. Ideally, our disciples enter wu '!
that are imbalanced toward Yang to cool them down. We
acknowledge our role in Kuei-jin culture and present a |
civil outward appearance as required of diplomats, but I |
admit that our private opinions of the other Dharmas
remain somewhat critical.

Tue HowL oF e DeviL=-TjGErR

The Devil-Tigers are as dedicated to preventing Cold
Mind as we are to achieving it. One would think that
serenity was a great violation of their path, so energeti-
cally do they run from it. The pain that we overlook and |
ignore, they scrutinize, exacerbate and revere, not unlike |
a child with a fascination for picking at scabs. The
satisfaction they achieve through the practice of their
Dharma remains a mystery to us. We've been to Yomi and
written whole books on the nature of the infernal; we
know how devils live, and why any Kuei-jin would want
to aspire to such unending annoyance remains a riddle |
even we cannot understand.
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| This does not prevent us from appreciating the Devil-

e, Tigers, however. On the contrary, magicians frequently
o o use one hand to distract the audience from what they are
doing with the other. Devil-Tigers are precisely that,
distractions to draw hostile eyes from us as we fulfill our
obligations under tian. They make noise, frighten chil-
dren, set fires, cause pain and make splendid targets of
themselves. While they generate smoke and drama, we
are free to analyze the situation and slip in unnoticed. The
Devil-Tigers’ high attrition rate is most regrettable but
hardly unexpected; infantrymen have always died in
greater numbers than more subtle operatives. While we
do not follow their lead, we do appreciate their approach.
It makes our work much easier.

Tie Way or e RespLENDENT CRANE

We are diplomats. Ostensibly, we should be able to
find common ground with any other Dharma. Of all the
other paths, the Cranes make this the most difficult.

They want to save the world from itself; how noble,
how grand. How arrogant. Individuals can save them-
selves by achieving The Hundred Clouds, but the fate of
the individual is the individual’s concern. Cranes need
not feel obligated to shoulder the burden of the entire
world’s enlightenment. Attempting to do so makes them
look like martyrs, and stupid, pushy martyrs at that. The
wheel cannot be turned back, the Sixth Age will arrive,
and none of their incessant crusades will delay the coming
of the Demon Emperor by so much as an hour. By
convincing Kuei-jin otherwise, the Cranes distract others
from their Dharmic pursuits, the one thing that might
actually free individuals from the coming storm. Perhaps
what is most irritating about the Cranes’ approach is that
they couch everything in terms of obligations, as though
they have the slightest comprehension of my obligations
under Heaven. At the same time, I will concede that they
m‘ are quite ingenious. By paying lip service to obligation |
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and nobility and saving the world, they take responsibility
for situations and thereby pull others along after them.
We appreciate that sort of motivating and bonding element,
and we could almost like them, were they not so self-
righteous. Unfortunately, it has happened more than
once in the history of the Middle Kingdom that Cranes —
full of idealism and obligations but completely lacking in
strategy — have dragged Bone Flowers into their grand,
world-saving notions and over cliffs to their Final Death.
When these sorts of traumas occur, they only remind us of
previous altercations.

One of the most infamous of such incidents occurred
some centuries ago when a wu of Cranes arrived at the
library of Chongqing and asked the Bone Ancestor if she
would kindly destroy all known copies of certain “danger-
ous” manuscripts that were known to be kept there. When
she politely declined, the wu attempted to storm the
library and carry out its supposed obligations itself. Now
in Yomi, its members are free of their obligations under
Heaven and have an excellent vantage point from which
to watch the crowning of the Demon Emperor.

The Cranes are overly fond of any sentence that
begins, “You should not....” So full of judgment are they
that they cannot see that all knowledge is valuable. They
hear of the books that we keep in the library at Chongqging.
and they scowl and tell us that these texts should be
destroyed. Luckily, we know better. Heaven put scholars
in charge of learning and moralists in charge of societal
obligations for a reason.

Tue Parn or a THousanDd WMS

When a man’s finger is diseased, he knows it, and he
can get assistance. When aman’s mind is diseased, he does
not seek assistance. The Centipedes follow a path that we
do not fathom, and if we were prone to judgement, it is
likely that we would call it diseased. One night, the
Centipede is your friend and ally, the next night, he tries
to cut your head from your body, and on the third night,
he forgets your name and does not understand why you
bear him a grudge. It is not a sensible path to enlighten-
ment, and its adherents cannot be relied upon as com-
rades, allies or even tools. They claim that they are
gathering the wisdom of many lives, but if that were so,
would it not be just as wise to gather allies and other
resources from life to life as well? From our vantage point,
it appears that they put on masks and take masks off again
and claim that they have learned something by doing so.
It is as though they wish they were Yulan-jin.

While we can understand their quest for balance (as
most Bone Flowers prefer to keep their Hun and P’o in
balance so as not to be distracted by them), the Thousand
Whispers seem to mistake a constant swing from imbal-
ance to imbalance for serenity. The sensation of a moder-
ate temperature is not gained by alternately burning and
freezing yourself. Likewise, the experience of balance is
not gained by being imbalanced toward Yin one day and
Yang the next. While we sit on the edge of the Yin World

and frequently interact with the dead as our way of
understanding death, they feel the need to create new
personae and let them die over and over again. It appears
to us not unlike pounding one’s head against a rock as a
way of comprehending the concept of solidity. It seems a
great deal of unnecessary effort and suffering for an unim-
pressive amount of enlightenment.

The only thing we share in common with the Centi-
pedes is our love of riddles. We are able to communicate
with the Whispers in more depth than with any other
Dharma, but they forget our words when they drop the
mask they wore when we spoke them. We share insights
with them, but we do not expect them to remember.
Beyond that, we keep them at a distance. They are too
unfocused and untrustworthy to claim as allies and too
undependable to use as tools. Trusting them once isnaive.
Trusting them twice is foolish. Though we bear them no
malice, we'd prefer to interact with them as infrequently
as we can manage.

Tue Dance or e ThrasHiNG Dragon

They take everything that we do not want, and they
are everything that we choose not to be; how can we not
love them? There are nights when it seems that all of the
Middle Kingdom was built on the dance between Dragon
and Shadow. They pull us from our reverie, and we
prevent them from dancing over the cliff. They are the
fever we cool, the rage we soothe and the passion we draw
out. We temper their folly, and they inspire us from our
natural lassitude, invisibility and silence.

We are learned enough to see the mutual need that
exists between our two Dharmas. Our intellectual pursuit
of the Black Metal Egg can easily distract us from more
pressing demands in the Middle Kingdom. The Thrashing
Dragons were placed under Heaven to make us apply our
learning in practical ways, just as we were placed under
Heaven to guide and educate theirunrestrained action. In
accordance with the first tenet, they prevent our paralysis,
and we prevent their folly.

[ cannot dispute that someone needs to get things
done, and the children of the Resplendent Phoenix Box
are well suited to that. They are the executors, the tools,
the body we shadow. They are reliable in their zeal, and we
respect that. Of all the other Dharmas, we are most
favorably disposed toward the Dragons. They are more
trustworthy than Centipedes, less self-righteous than
Cranes and less offensive than Devil-Tigers. Shadows and
Dragons are the two faces of one coin.

That said, it would disconcert most of us not a whit
were the arrogant penangallan of the Golden Courts to
vanish utterly. They do not acknowledge the value of our
scholarship, nor do they recognize the reciprocal roles we
play for one another. Their excess of Yang prevents their
wisdom from ever exceeding that of a 16-year old, and
they feel their passions so keenly that our wisdom cannot
worm its way into their heads. Perhaps the greatest imbal-
ance in the Middle Kingdom at this time is the lack of
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Bone Flowers in the Golden Courts. It is a problem we are
addressing even now.

Tue FiLaMe oF THE RjsiNG PHOEN;X

It is hard to travel when you look only backward.
These sad Kuei-jin are so burdened by their desire to live
again that they are unable to use their status as agents of
Heaven to any effect. Their Second Breath is wasted
making amends to those they wronged, and once every-
one they slighted is dead, they look around and wonder
what the point of their existence is. They do not under-
stand that they are not alive, they are not dead, and their
role as Kuei-jin can be used for more than playing house
and atoning for the deeds of one’s past. There are few
places as gratuitously morose as the Bijali Court. How can
Kuei-jin be so misguided?

Tue TemPesT oF jNWARD Focus

The dilettantes of the Middle Kingdom, they want to
study everything, but just enough to distract themselves,
never enough to actually gain any enlightenment from
what they study. Taking two steps forward and two steps
backward does not mean you have taken four steps. Any
journey taken in such a manner is doomed to failure.

We respect restraint, but not to the exclusion of
learning.

The Face oF THE ("ons

Were it not for the sun, we should all fancy ourselves
gods. If every one of these fools were shown the Eye of
Heaven, their belief in their own divinity would cease to
lead other Kuei-jin astray.

Some Bone Flower ancestors have suggested that the
heresy of these pretenders is our responsibility. Their folly
illustrates what may happen when chih-mei are not found
and brought into the courts and instructed in proper
Dharmic study. If this heresy is our responsibility, we will
need to seek out the heretics and take whatever steps
necessary to disabuse them of their erroneous beliefs in
order to prevent the Wheel of Ages from spinning any
more quickly than it already is.

Tue SpirjT oF THE Ljving Earm

Were they not so superstitious, they could be Bone
Flowers. Taking orders from every last bamboo shoot and
river stone is a tedious way to approach enlightenment.
Yes, the spirits have wisdom; yes, there are times when
they need to be thanked for their assistance, but that is
only a single leaf on the tree. Do the Cerulean Veils not
realize the grand joke the spirits are playing on them?
Were | a spirit, [ too would take advantage of the fool who
thought that I spoke the will of Heaven. We should be the
companions of the spirits, not their slaves. By focusing so
narrowly on one aspect of our existence, they miss our
larger role in the Middle Kingdom. A little education in
the real ways of the spirits would help these fools a great deal.



Ovursipers: The Kjn=jiN

We are not so quick as other Kuei-jin to dismiss (or
attack) the Kin-jin out of hand. While it is true that most
of these gweilo are boorish, unmannered, childish and self-
important, this is not the case with all of them. Some
among the outlanders are both learned and subtle. The
seventh tenet does not allow Bone Flowers the option of
knee-jerk judgement, and our diplomatic and infiltration
skills grant us greater access to the world of the Kin-jin
than other Kuei-jin. While we are careful not to make
ourselves targets of Kin-jin aggression, many of our en-
voys do have a few relatively civilized contacts in the
West. These few make splendid tools, if not allies, pro-
vided one can tolerate their games and lack of focus.

Bone Flowers know enough about the Kin-jin to
realize that all Westerners are not alike. Anyone reading
so much as a single chapter of the books written by the
Metal Dragon Talon wu will realize this much. Those who
bother to read more comprehensively will learn a great
deal about Kin-jin. Western vampires appear to have the
equivalent of different Dharmas. For classification pur-
poses, we have identified seven of the Western Dharmas
and given to them irreverent names that nonetheless
capture their essence. As they become more familiar with
Kin-jin, the Bone Flowers analyze the Western vampires
more closely according to their predilections and abilities.
While itisclear that the Westerners have more “Dharmas”
to identify, the majority of Bone Flowers are familiar with
seven: The Way of the Insufferable Flesh Gardeners, The
Hundred-Mask Clowns (recently purged from India),
The Silent Tiger Brotherhood, The Rut of the Preten-
tious Geisha, The Shameful Path of the Ghost Bully, The
Inauspicious Order of Blood Devils and The Thousand
Charming Company Men. These are the seven groups the
Bone Flowers have had the most experience with in the
Middle Kingdom, and many of them can be identified by
their habits or the crude magics they wield.

Arong e Ten THousanDd
THinGs: OTHER SHEN

[t is the obligation of those following the Song of the
Shadow Dharma to strengthen the ties between the
various factions of the Middle Kingdom. While this is not
always our most favored role, it is the one we take the most
seriously. To that end, all Bone Flowers receive extensive
training in etiquette. We learn the history of Kuei-jin
interaction with the various shen, along with the proper
forms of address for the many inhabitants of the shadows.
For many of us, this knowledge is academic, however.
While all Bone Flowers interact with ghosts, few are ever
called on to mediate between the Kuei-jin and Kitsune
or hsien.

Restiess Bromiers: GHosTs
What don’t we know about ghosts? There are Bone
Flowers who spend more time in the Yin World than in
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this one and have more pleasant relations with ghosts
than with other Kuei-jin. There are ways of thinking that
are more natural to those of us who are steeped in Yin.
Ghosts have been our allies, our benefactors, our spies
and, on occasion, our enemies since the first Bone Flower
began her progress on the Shadow Path. Our Dharma tells
us to tend to the ghosts, and our natural inclination
toward the Black Metal Egg makes it a simple matter to
interact with the dead. And yet, although we thought we
understood ghosts, the chaos in the ghost world shows
that we have more to learn.

The storms in the Yin World have become much
worse in the last year, and great gusts have blown ghosts
through the Wall. We have been encountering more
hostile ghosts than ever before as well, those spirits who
want nothing more than to bring an end to everything. It
is most disconcerting. What'’s worse, most of the ghosts
aren’t certain what happened. Perhaps as an indicator of
the approach of the Sixth Age, explosions, storms and war
have torn the underworld in the last year alone. The dead
of the Golden, Bijali and Green Courts have joined the
dead of Japan in their rebellion against the Yellow Springs.
Bone Flowers know far more about this than we care to,
since the ghosts are eternally asking us for favors to grant
the advantage to one side or another. If we owe the dead
favors, and we usually do, then we help them, otherwise
it is most auspicious to simply tend to our own affairs and
let the politics of the dead remain in the land of the dead.

Savage Beast Courrs: Tue Hengevoxa)

The beast folk are remarkable. They possess uncanny
martial ability combined with a deep sense of honor, both
of which they cloak in a myriad of forms. Kuei-jin have
fought both beside and against them for centuries, and
unfortunately, the Kuei-jin have comported themselves
without honor about as frequently as they have com-
ported themselves with it. If we Bone Flowers are success-
ful in our ambassadorial role, there will be more of the
former and less of the latter, but we are not all Kuei-jin.
The Devil-Tigers in particular have undermined our
reputation among the hengeyokai. It has happened time
after time that the Bone Flowers extend a hand in peace
only to have rabid Devil-Tigers fall prey to their P’o and
make us look like the most reprehensible of all creatures.
This is precisely the kind of damage we must prevent and
repair before the Sixth Age arrives, otherwise we must
hold the Middle Kingdom together by ourselves, and I do
not believe we are that enlightened. Unfortunately, some
of the beast folk continue to harbor grudges against
the Wan Xian, for whose dishonorable behavior we can
but apologize.

The Beast Courts comprise all manner of men who
turn into beasts and vice versa. We can mention the ones
we encounter most frequently or the ones we know from
legend, but there are almost certainly more that we don’t
know about. Should youmeet them, I give you this advice:
Maintain Cold Mind in the face of all adversity, and



Tine Masy Quier Ways

comport yourself with honor. Learn what you can, and
take your knowledge to the library of Chongging, where
you can share what you have learned with others.

The Hakken wolf-changers are both dangerous en-
emies and noble allies. It is unlikely that they will deal
with us at all, but if they do, be sure to treat them justly,
and perhaps we can heal the wounds that exist between us.

The Kumo Goblin Spiders are, for the most part,
pawns of the Yama Kings. Be wary of their lies, their
venom and their extensive webs. Many serve Emma-o in
Kakuri. Many more live in the Goblin Jungle along the
Scarlet Path (a place no Bone Flower should ever find
herself). Ignore them if you can, but if they appear hostile,
kill them as quickly as possible.

The Tengu raven-folk are curious about what we do.
If you have hesitations about talking with the raven
people, do so anyway. They will tell you more about the
Middle Kingdom and the events taking place therein
than you can get from any other source. Do not tell them
anything you would not want your worst enemy to
know, however.

The Khan tiger-men are extremely fast and ferocious
warriors, but also very playful creatures. Make sure you do
not wind up as their plaything. That would cut short your
progression to The Hundred Clouds quite effectively. If
you meet one, remember that they can destroy you with
little more than a few casual swipes of their enormous claws.

The Dragon Lords remind us of the necessity of Cold
Mind because without it we would be terrified like chil-
dren. Their grandeur is the stuff of legend. Do not deal
with them unless you have to. When you do, remember
even the finest points of your etiquette. They are wise
enough that they do not jump to hasty judgments, but I
suspect that the Kuei-jin and the Wan Xian before them
both gave the Zhong Lung more than enough reasons to
look askance at our kind. Giving them any more is ill advised.

The Nezumi rat-changers are the most disturbing
among the hengeyokai, probably because they all seem a
little mad. It has happened on occasion that our mortal
families have been threatened by some of the rat-folk, and
the conflicts that arise in those situation are most regret-
table. We tend to have more to do with them than with
the rest of the beast-men, if only because of their great
numbers in the cities where we gather. It is not uncom-
mon for us to encounter them in the shunned places:
sewers, slums, cemeteries and the like. Unless you have
good reason for doing otherwise, it is best to ignore them.

The shark-folk, called the Same-Bito, do not like us.
It seems that the history of betrayal and malice between

Kuei-jin and Same-Bito extends back for centuries. Now
they will not listen to us. Even when we send in the best
Bone Flower diplomats to speak with them, odds favor a
violent outcome. If it proves necessary to travel over the
ocean, | recommend flying. Ships carrying our kind are
lost at sea with a disturbing regularity.




Certain scholars of House Bishamon have written
treatises on the Kitsune nine-tails, but there’s little I can
say about them. They are arrogant, manipulative, clever
and lucky. Fortunately, they seem toignore our kind when
they can. Unless you have a reason to insist on their
acknowledgement, it’s better to allow them to ignore us.
On the other hand, certain among them are quite adept
at traveling beyond the Wall, and it’s entirely possible
that an exchange of information could be most fortuitous.

Stone anp Ljgumjng: The Cui’n Ta

There are those Lightning People with whom we can
interact civilly, and then, there are those Lighting People
with whom we cannot. The Akashic Brotherhood, the
Wu Lung dragon wizards and the Go Kamisori Gama
assassins all possess enough wisdom and self-control to at
least be reasoned with peacefully. Those Bone Flowers
who have studied with Kuro-sama may even have some
shared experience with the Go Kamisori Gama. Never-
theless, all chi'n ta are to be dealt with very carefully.
They broke the Wan Xian at the end of the Fourth Age,
and while they are no longer so powerful, they still possess
enlightenment enough to send more than a few of us back
to Yomi should they act in tandem. Avoid them when you
can, and respect their power otherwise.

Other Lightning People are more difficult yet. The
Wu-Keng are agents of the Yama Kings. They may appear
to be helpless old women, but many (if not all) of them are
simply bent on serving their demonic masters. Likewise,
the Toc Faan, who devour their enemies, and the Tay Hoi
Li, who pluck out their own eyes to gain wisdom, have
proven to be somewhat more difficult to interact with
diplomatically.

The most disturbing development with the chi’'ntain
the last century is the rise of new groups of wizards who do
not understand the old alliances or the proper role of shen
in the Middle Kingdom. The Five Metal Dragons do not
acknowledge that the Kuei-jin have a role to play in the
drama of the Middle Kingdom and treat us as simple
predators or parasites. They do not have the insight of the
Shih. Instead, they rush to use their weapons and their
magics on us at the slightest provocation. The best strat-
egy around these Subtle Thunders is the practice of
impeccable stealth. If one of these rude new wizards seems
to be intent on making a kill, throw a Devil-Tiger at him;
that’s what they’re there for.

HonoraBLe AbVERSARJES: THE S

One of our most important obligations under Heaven
is performing ambassadorial duties toward the Shih de-
mon hunters. There are no alliances between us, nor is
there bitterness. The interactions are all rigorously civil
and determined by centuries of tradition. The Shih wan-
der the Middle Kingdom looking for shen who act outside
their place under tian. Most of them, the older ones,
anyway, know that, should they be so inclined, they can
speak to Bone Flowers without fear of attack and address
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their concerns that way. This is as it should be. Simple
conversation has averted many a conflict between the
Shih and Kuei-jin. The hunter finds a Bone Flower,
informs her of the wrong he has been sent to rectify, and
the Bone Flower informs her wu and ancestors. More
often than not, the ancestors address the situation.
Through this old custom of diplomacy, we have prevented
the destruction of many of our fellow Kuei-jin at the

hands of the demon hunters.
Avertep Eyes: The Hsien

The hsien fear our kind too much to interact with us.
Kuei-jin have too long a history of preying on these tasty
little elementals and people-beasts for them to trust even
us. Though | have heard talk of Bone Flower wu who were
sent out to make amends to the hsien and carry out our
diplomatic mission, | do not remember hearing if any of
these missions met with success. Any Bone Flower who
encounters hsien in the course of her travels or studies
should think first of establishing some form of diplomatic
relations with them. Be wary, however. They're not
powerless, and they may have agendas of their own.

OuRr Lessers

Not all the Hungry Dead are full members of Kuei-jin
society. We all remember the savage moments after Yomi,
when we were cannibalistic chih-mei, and we have heard
of the half-damned dhampyrs Dragons sometimes sire. As
defenders of the pillar of the family and as scholars, it is
often our duty to tend to these lesser beings.

Poljsuep Rocks: Chin=ME;

[t is most gratifying to polish an ugly rock and find
that jade rests serenely beneath the surface. Chih-mei are
a savage, vile lot, but it happens on occasion that they
become civil and surprisingly enlightened members of
Kuei-jin society. One must behave toward them as par-
ents toward fractious children, letting them learn their
lessons at whatever pace they are able. Of all the Dharmic
paths, it is we who most frequently tend to the training of
the unenlightened. Perhaps it is the second tenet of the
path, instructing us to safeguard the family, that instills in
us the sense of obligation to do so, perhaps it is the sixth,
which tells us to share our knowledge. Regardless, we are
the gardeners of the young immortals. Should a chih-mei
require destruction, that, too, appears to have become
part of our role under tian; our cold-mindedness allows us
to perform that function with neither malice nor attach-
ment. And if a chih-mei is used improperly, say, chained up
and made to guard a tomb instead of brought into the fold
through the First of ten Dawns, then it is our mandate to
free the wretch and punish those who would so endanger
the future of the Kuei-jin.

RoomEess GHosts: YuLAN=jiN

Many Bone Flowers come across references to the
Yulan-jin early in their studies and find them intriguing,



for their exoticism if nothing else. On the surface, these
body-hopping Kuei-jin seem to be in an enviable posi-
tion. By their very nature, they cannot grow overly
attached to one body, one way of perceiving things, and
they tend to arrive at a knowledge of the Yomi Realms
that is remarkable. Looking closer, however, it becomes
clear that the uprooted ones are so obsessed with gaining
some small measure of stability by remaining in their old
bodies or adjusting to new ones that they are never able to
achieve any semblance of the serenity of Cold Mind.
They have no hope of achieving The Hundred Clouds,
and their entire existence is one of merely delaying the
inevitable final return to Yomi. If you encounter one, gift
it with a koan and move on. Trying to render further help
is pointless.

The Sweary Man’s Davguters: DuaMpyRs

[tisdifficult to say which tendency is the stronger: the
inclination to ignore these creatures as regrettable freaks
of unwholesome origins or empathize with their role as

intermediaries between the worlds of day and night. The
process that creates dhampyrs is utterly antithetical to
Bone Flowers. We are neither prone to the passions that
result in the birthing of these creatures, nor can we
participate in their creation without first departing from
our very natures and becoming imbalanced toward the
Yang principle. While it might be possible for a male Bone
Flower to become Yang imbalanced long enough to con-
ceive a dhampyr, no female Bone Flower could tolerate
nine months of Yang imbalance.

They are creatures of little consequence, by and large.
The one role they fulfill under Heaven is the one we must
delegate to them: ambassadors between the sun family
and the moon family. They are almost never gifted with
strong connections to the Yin World. They have no Cold
Mind to speak of, making them mediocre intermediaries
at best, nor do they have any particular connection with
ghosts. Neither helpful nor harmful, they are transparent
to us. Our paths rarely cross, and that is as it should be.

— Zhai Jingshan, Northern Frost of the Eternal Ice
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perfect self-control and flawless logic. Unless very.
young, Bone Flowers will never be overtly agitated or
emotional. They are thinkers and schemers of the first
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Bone Flowers can be (amnng other things) quiet
scholars, fearful necromancers, dogged explorers, skill-
ful diplomats or deadly assassins: At some point along
their Dharmic path, most Shadow Songs will dabble
with all of these roles. Because of this, there are few
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eful to members
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. Mﬂw..mcbﬁamcter to be an assassin or infiltrator, invest in even
__more Dﬂxtéﬁt‘f The choice of othet' Attributes de-
pends on your character concépt. Diplomats should

have high Charisma and Manipulation, While schnlars
will need Intelligence.

The single most central Ability is the Enigmas
Knowledge. Koans and parables are the basic grammar
of Bone Flower communication. Characters with less
than 2 dots in that Knowledge will appear somewhat

wdim-witted in Dharmic circles, Etiquette: is almostas
mon malplu::-rlzlats ‘Some %ﬂe;w
e t:u::,i in etiquette to help them
“deal with other shén. Assume that your character may.

important, especiallw

- Flowers may have

specialize in the' etiquette involved in" dealing ‘with
ghosts, spirits ﬁgcmmmended when dealing/ With the
volatile Sputit Courts) or hengeyokai. At the

. Knowledges in these areas. r bt
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 Seearjng THE Two Tumqs

Bone Flowers cunslder direct speech inelegant,

- rude and lacking in artistry. Direct statements are
= gans‘hanﬂ insult the listener’s intelligence. Worse,
- plain statements do not require thought from the

listener, insuring that only the very surface of the
+ wordswill be heard while the more profound mean-
%3, ings will be lost. Therefore, the more subtly a Bone
~ Flower can say things, the better. Most wrap their

o
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._ ~ statements in at least a patina of riddle. If others
. simply don’t get it, that’s their problem. Bone
- Flower bodhisattvas are masters of riddles and are
_ known forsaying the most shocking things phrased
- socarefully that the full brunt of theu' words doesn't
‘ ~,;aa ~ hit until much later. .
Stﬂrytellers should generally allﬂrw Bone Fiuwer
| characters to speak in riddles without requiring a
Sl roll, The true meaning of the statement will dawn
. % on the listener several minutes or scenes later. This
e _delav agt bv thf:: plaver, up to ( Wlts + Ethuette)
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see through the riddle 1[[1[‘[1Edlﬁtﬂ'1? When a roll
becomes necessary, use a resisted Intelligence +
Enigmas roll. A tie goes in favor of the speaker.

A Word of Caution: Speaking in riddles can
be amusing, it can be enlightening, and it can be
eexcruciatingly annoying. Use this ability sparingly

~and when it is dramatic, not to show that your
character is somehow superior. Be especially care-
 ful when using riddles on other players’ characters.
Vanity goes against Col&Mlnd,; and (in extremis)
your Stﬁwtel mi%ht just i ﬁ'tat ’ymﬁ" pMe "ﬁ
constitutes an act of blindness.... e ""* L.
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(born from observation rather than caring), Stealth,
Linguistics (a corellary to their diplomatic role), Oc-
cult and Rituals (due to the heavy emphasis on schol-
arship). Your character need not start with these Abili-
ties, but they will become increasingly necessary as her
quest for enlightenment continues. Acquiring them
should be part of your character’s evolution and train-
ing. If you are using Secondary Abilities, then Instruc-
tion, Research and various Expert Knowledges would
also be appropriate. For more on Secondary Abilities,
see the Vampire S'fbrytellers Companion.

 When playing a Bone Flower character, it may also
adﬁ to your game experience to keep a stockpile of
unspent experience points. If your character is called

upon to quickly research some exotic lore or learn a

new skill for his next undercover assignment, he’ll be
able to pick it up with a swiftness appropriate to one of

“the great scholars of the Middle Kingdom.

- Willpower is also very important to Bone Flowers,
even more so than other Kuei-jin. Yin ultimately fuels
the. Cold ‘Mind, but resisting pain and suppressing
anger and desires will also require a strong mind.

e 'P’Wﬁm D;sqnuuzs

~Xin Prana is by far the most pﬂpuiar Discipline

avaalablt to the Shadow Sengs. Its element of self-

mastery, its use of Yin Chi and the sheer utility of its

techniques' appeal to almost every Kum jin on this
Dharmic path. *

Bone Shintai runs a distant seconds to Yin Prana.
While it utilizes Ym. Ltatffects are mostly martial and
lack subtlety. Most Bone Flowers, with the exception
of those training in the arts E‘lf espionage and assassina-
tion, receive instruction in the arts of Bone Shintai

.. only in the interest of being “well rounded.” _
. Certain other Disciplines that do not place sucha.

heavy emphasis on the use of Yin Chi may also be
studied, provided they assist.a Bone Flower in her
studies. FDI‘ this reason, many Bone Flowers learn Beast

- Shititai; the ability to gather intélligence through ani- _
mal eyes is worth learnmg for thnse Bone Flowers who = =
e trade In espmnage‘ 7l . ;.

_The exotic Discipline Uf Mibasham is pﬂpular
among the more scholarly Bone Flowers, particularly
with the Kuei-jin of the Infinite Thunders and Bone
Courts. Its emphasis on subtlety. and riddles meshes
flawlessly with their philosophies of gathering knowl-

.. edge and mastering the self. It is also considered very .

valuable for the relatively easy access 1t‘gmnts totheworlds
of spitits and ghosts.

Although Bone Flowers value all knﬂwiedge there
are certain Disciplines they find distasteful because of
their complete lack of subtlety. Among all Disciplines,
Kiai is the most antithetical to the quiet contempla-__
tion Bone Flowers strive for. It draws unnecessary
attention, offends spirits and is utterly unsuitable for
most roles a Bone Flower is likely to find herself in. \
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Likewise, most Shadow Songs consider Ghost-Flame * Shintai Ritities ¥e~alldw for e tmpersunatmn of 8
Shintai little more than a flashy spectaele with conve- ann}her This cgveted practice allows the Bone Flowers to i
nient side-effects. These truly devﬂted to the Black infiltrate their éfemies and consume them’ from’ theaﬁaﬁg 3

See the Kindred of the East Cnmpan!.nn fnr details . with the Kin-jin, who become:too complacent.in the
on Beast ShintaiyKiai and Mibasham. * 1 belief that their.Kuei-jin enemies always have Asian
| _ features. Bone Flowers who opt for this character con:

EeT :_,,n-_:w-a,

Bone Flower charattgrs are not loud, aggresswe to speak the langnage of the infiltrated), Sfﬁﬂhh{ 5w
brawlers) ‘]hﬂf .are ‘thinkers. They are dlEtUl'blﬂglxg% a@lid being caught while réturning with mfgrmatmn) P
patient. They are driven tofill the emptinéss inside erfogmance (to mimic the vocal patternsof enemies),
them with knowledge. These proclivities pull them Et‘ﬂ“ﬂttﬁ (forknowledge of the enemy'sisocial mores)

Poss;au Cmm Concr.-m cept will want to back it up with Linguistics {in.o AN

e,
toward certain actwu%s for which th Dharma as a . and Subterfuge’ (spies regularly need to be ablmm he e
whole is '} an e i} effectively and well). PR S LT
Derecjve -~ - ? i ﬁm m"l T s ; /.
Bone Fl@%r Eh’ﬂtﬂ t;‘,rs ﬁ'ﬁ“qﬁlet fjif??"-- e ‘The PBUEHEE %ﬂtﬁﬂ l:hE:m bﬂ thelr i;:{}ld s;% _

nBhd s'fnthe- mindedness, combined with thamltgtgglm aptimdﬂ o

ve. T hey thi’i@bﬁﬁﬂa they act and rea3

tion of talents makes thém excellent detectiyes. With the traditional ambassadors (to other Dharmas anti

high levels of hggntal ﬁttnbﬂtescnm ined with Enig- “other shen. Again; Bone Flower ambassadors can be at _.;':'._,f ;

mas &nd InUEEtlgatlﬂn, BDHE FF&WET dﬁtﬂt 5554::-::. hE th& CEntEI ’DfEn‘Hﬁ Chmnlﬂlﬂﬂ fﬂpﬂgiﬂll? Ifthe Ehatac-

the center of a chronicle. L B “iters are trymg‘tﬁ preserve the peace where {JthEl'S are
N SIS A PV - ’? pushmg ﬁ:rrj*‘“w:ar Amha,aﬁadugal i:hagagt‘é’r’s d
Bssnssim | ey “" vels of Sm:lal Attrlbutes, as weﬂ ' ?,ﬁ £

The cnmbmatmn uf%te:ﬂth and access to the..

Flowers have béen the infiltrators and assassin
by the ancestor Kuro-sama at Datsetsu an on FARER: laty 5

harged with protecting the pil-
tiey Sﬂﬁm take

e .
I : 'ML :1 5- ; é ‘f.:% » gfy * i % |
A : FLll; ‘was not by accidentthat ‘the Bone. owers  Proz H“:_“j:"t*
, ma&te;r@d the technique of ﬂmeshmg Bone and’ Flesh . He d I't Of the b
A R ;g, prete 1d: that . in the mantier of a Thraﬁhmg |
r i wm h'ﬁtn -;_,-,;-. | e =-°~ '_ * Dragon or Rlsmg Phn | *ijre ﬂften than nﬂt the ot | ;; .
.'? | dmﬂg;ng (EE ghe; ml?lfﬂum !halts neexipd 3‘1 fa[%h or T even : ;_'__’%.; ;
\ ~ graduate from (or survive) Kuro-sama’s traming at M -Bﬂ I'
~~_ Daisetsuzan. The vampire will havenndew‘tnm % '“q “ ot )
_ years of training and, s0, may be more mature than ~Awfisst.glance, ﬁone Elwﬂwers seem to make a poor | h
- other characters. Nevertheless, she will have much ﬁt for a wu. Ifyou, focusionly on their cold inaction | ¢
EL e Mo & R gn S Kingdom. during pla?, yougmay ell end up alienating other '~ #

These scores are minimums; many graduates (espe- _players and spoiling evieryone’sfgn. Always remember
cially }ma) em:ge ﬁ-um E)alsetman *mth -m“cﬁ " that storytelling games are cooperative. A little social _
hlEhEF ratings. = _ *-a;s; tinsmn betw?en the :hafr:i..lc:ters can be fun, but if ',rmllr ‘i
seee ee Wits  character only acts as if her wu-mates are unseemly
vos B it te%&gglty ® 4 @Sfta?l%a | jif": - fools and best ighored, you're missing the point. Bone
Abilities: Alertness ®e, Dodge ®® Enlgm‘as' Flowers, despite some reticence, value and respect the
os, Etiquette ®®, Martial Arts con. Melee: B especially one that includes Kn%; jin of differing

FlrEafIﬂE) se e leﬂlﬂ ] Sr_ealth oee SUWIVHI ° Dharmas. I | | |
Dmﬁi‘plmes. Bohe ntai ® T I First and foremost, joining a wu is an obligation

~ ‘under the second tenet of the Song of the Shadow.
' Wm %‘tﬁs (Hamiﬁw w“hN & f" Protecting the ﬁ%’ﬂar of the family refers at least in part
see p. 62) £ El

to the: wu, directing young Bone Flc-wers not only to

SRR




espect thﬁt aaggust institution, butto defend theirown
" “swu with their honor ‘and existences. ‘Guanxi and the
::__W '-1_- g _M“

assﬂct mfa nushi- spirit are not impositions on a

Bone e Flo wer, ithey are the very expressions of the
sémr@%tenet.- "

* The wu is not only a duty, however. It has rn:a*.rw],r
rewards. It provides a Bone Flower disciple with her
first intimate contactwith other outleoksand Dharmas.
If she cannot even understand the ways of the Thrash-

»ing Dragon w1tl:§5whlch she sh sh:

' éver hope to negotiate:s *

' Yang? In the early yédrs of

g

r Second Breath, it is in

“ the wu that the Bone Flower will gather “theh?allmg.ﬁ_ ;

leaves of knnwleﬁgﬂ

The wu also provides motivation tovact and tx—-'
plore. There’ 'nﬂthmg quite like a Devil-Tiger wu-
mate tor a%ne: Flower out of a dusty hhrary -and

L I:-“"-u:

. Into.the
By Scmgs tu ink the paper of immlgdg& w:fh their ow
f‘?’fw experience, and quite nftenma;m&mmkﬁﬂt a-%
/ "that experience. :

M”: Wu _that include ::mhr Bnne Ef%wets (and Bone
Flower heimin) do exist, and several are even cultural
heroes to the Dharma because of their nearfgesfect

ter (p. 41-44) are good examples of this. But the
ancestors see these paths as appropriate for Bone Flow-
ers who have gained higher levels of enlightenment
(jina, at' least). Even then, ‘the consequences of the
_ Black Wave wu’s actions in the Flesh Court-and. the
=+ . destructionof the Eight Sacred Steps wu caution against
Bv J:he dangers of single-mindedness. The latter also points

the value of awu-mate from anﬂther Dharma and the

; ﬁ to
dang%e« of ignoring his opinions.. b
Ha s-“-?‘m .m ;i3 ot

&

{,5 1e Flower's dJI'E:CIII.DI‘l determines to-a large

t how the vampire follows her Dharita.. The
na itﬁtflf is biased toward the west, hence ‘the

‘°'L

-4’_5.;_:-&_;_‘ the um%&mary ‘enthusiasm ti‘wy ve shown in theit

bors a sparke of Yang and vice ver,sa

" “The North: There is nothifig 56 c¢old in all the
Middle Kingdom as the Cold Mi G?Bﬁﬁéﬁﬂwers of
the north direction. Situated a§ they are at the

confluence of a reserved Dharma and a cold direction,
the north-oriented Bone Flower possess the personality

equivalent of absolute zero. Their way has no place for
emotion. Thar penetrating serutiny cannot be eluded,
avoided oriturned aside; and-emotional pleas are to
them nothing ‘more than teardrops on a frozen lake,
‘They know too well that the inelegant heat of emotion,
even in the slightestdegree, distorts judgment. While
they tolerate emiotions in' E}I{JEE around them, they
* cannot abide emotion in themselves. Under no cir-
cumstances are their judgments subject to change

E:Euﬂﬂéfh how Cﬂn,ﬂtfe”

= TN -,

powerful héﬂw%of‘fm

+, . 1@ at: la.rgﬁﬂﬂle flffh tﬂnﬂt @”; Shﬁ&)w

cold-mindedness. Thenotable wu in the previous chap-"

e ErFecT orbmu-rjg“ b

‘ strengtl%@f’ tbe Shadow Songs in the Bone Court and.

f;;:-‘;jgg,ﬁéﬁ__g._géfzwestward expansions into- India. But Yin alwags hﬂp._x.d.

through bribes, threats, pleas ot supplication. Once the
facts become clear, their decision is immutable; one of
the few constants in the Middle Kingdom.

The West: The west-oriented members of this
west-most Dharma are the great sorcerers, necroman-
cers and spirit-tenders of the Middle Kingdom. All
Bone Flowers share a connection to the spirit'worlds
@nd a certain love of occult knowledge, but these Bone
Flowets are extremists, dedicating their existence to
the understanding of sorcery and the Yin and Yang
Worlds. The? master first those Disciplines that allow

:f;; converse with or enter into the spirit worlds
Aib asham isperhaps the most favored of these, due to

its ﬁhﬂer -esotericism). Many of them may enter and
“remain in the spirit worlds tor extended periods, learn-
-ing the ways and the lore of ghosts and spirits. Almost
-all of those Kuei-jin who make exploratory journeysinto

?Oﬁnrm Bone Flowess of the west direction.
Tthenter' Of all the directions, the center is
p&rhaps thé most ostracized within Shadow Song cul-
T"hé“m emﬁrace of the center pressures them into
mamtamtg,g a balance of Yin and Yang Chi. Their

_pursuit of Cold Mmd is forever hampered by their

inability to-fall into the cold arms of Yin imbalance,
and they remain someéwhat suspect to their own kind.
There are other intetpretations of the center. Some
Bone Flowers instructed to follow the center path
willfully insist that their pursuit of balance will only be
the balance between Hun and P'o (something most
Bone Flowers do as a matter of course in their pursuit of
Cold Mind). Regardless of theit-approach to balance,

they are the caretakers of new Kuei-jin. Bone Flowers
of the center are the most aggressive guardians of chih-
mel, Lakmg icas thE:l'[ sacred duty to protectand imtrucr
the newly risen. -

. The Easts Bone Flowers of the east direction have
the good fortune to perform a task that is most in line
with the tenets of their Dharma. The second tenet of
the Song of the Shadow charges Bone Flowers with
guarding the family, and the obligations of the east

direction revolye around tending to the mortal herd.

For the Kuei-jin aspectéd toward the east; the Second
Breath can seem like an endless guardianship over
descendants. Younger Kuei-jin"occasionally refer to
them as “babysitters.” Regardless, Bone Flowers are less

likely than most other Kuei-jin to want to return to

their old'lives, making them particularly well suited to

their east-oriented obligations under Heaven. Tending

the mortal herd; conveniently enough, can also be

precisely the counterpoint needed to keep a Bone

Flower balanced between the world-of the living and

the world of the dead, thereby helping her to follow the.

first tenet of her Dharma.

The South: It was a Bone Flower of the south

direction who first «réalized that the tenmets of her
Dharma could be followed in the virtual realms as well
as the physical, and she beganitaccumulating knowl-

Bowne En\'_tm

i
-

=



eclge via the lntemet The eldets of her court were -
. shocked but Agt entirely d15pleased The urge toward
» Qquest, change ﬁ;d rebellion mixes strangely with the

f & Bone Flﬂwenten:ts and values. Many southerly Shadow
2 ﬁ’i‘; Songs rebel again it the icily cnntemplauve ways of
v their fellow “BoneFlowers and becomé assassins and

; schnlars of ‘'war, Othe;s cast aside“the knowledge of-

: fered them by the ancestors and seek their own ways of
un-::lf:rsPhli,dmﬁﬁiilw After the great weakening of the
Kin-jin in Indig, it-was Bone Flowers of the south
d1rectmnﬁ%ﬂﬂi the De'oﬂl -Tigets who pﬂuredmt};?%
the C’bun%rv TLE a new Mongol hoard to wipe out any.

'm?] in and f&l’tl[:',? Kuei-jin bnl,dmgs.

" Breath b@@ause. ‘rdir ha@'e 4 karmic dr:Bt The.t,r have
acted in a way that furc% them toreturn from Hell to

% either complete what they have st ar&d or make good

what they have'done wrong. Spend some l;lme'“t@nkmg a

“.about just what this might be and how it

. seemsas hot as a lover’s passion, but it-can bé¥ Those

| have developed as part of their studm&, m:hers %&éﬁ

your ms

o

'} Pt
i s 4
- i R
r 2 = j ’
L ; v 1
-

eveniin life andhave cast offtheir breathéi{kivéﬁ;@_. o
est to'kmow the ways of Yin moré cnmplergly .

m e

Thew,r are the obSessed necromancers and ch’ing shih of &
the: Dharma. If you'choose this path, your
will- struggle with the te:m;ptﬂtmn to break furt
barriers to_obtain still more knowledge. He may we

I'WltE attention from the Yama Kings..... - 7 Fas

“!W 'I'mrs | P

"%& fnﬁnwmg new traits hlghhght théﬁ;oclwitles k- :.' .
of Bone Flowers. Some are new powers ghﬂ rites they >

specific. traits sthaf are,*mmplv u&aful wh N port Jﬂngﬁ e -’*x

i*;

unbalance the w;c s a 1€
Ff::r the characfzgr &/

m
Perhiips

N

Ou have res eryes

*,g:«f Yhng E%at Ynu gust

character to the Song of the Shadow. This will be the don’t knnwaﬁi‘)ut perhalw have a @ |
heart of your Prelude andshould be the keystone ofall tion to theWorld of the w;ﬁg t thets ofyOuEtype i ie i
.-ful;ure character develnp Fﬂllnwmg are some Eﬁ:w Whatevet the reasef; bdd? f%ﬁ’*-ﬂlgabj;&@f hemgzﬁm; |
pmall.y appropriate karmic themes youcanuse. . imbalance éfﬂr Iun,gxﬁr 0 f t:gé and never develop- |
» * Family Matters: Bone Flowers who become he cor llk& featut ' o Fﬁ’“ ng shih. Even o
" guardians of their morfal family almost. lm?s have 2 eXE ire ¥ ill mothcause you to become
| karmic debt toward them. The extent of th an ‘ ’:I} Sutier &ﬁ‘p&'ﬂf 4 W
vary from the case of an abusive: h@ﬁhﬁndz ki led v his ﬁ‘éﬂﬂ brittle (al- 7,
. victim, to a greedy daugl@mﬂrhn stole ~th f{ﬂﬁangaﬁ{h&-game
h,lﬂf’ll.?, to a fully “modern” Mﬂ'hcf 1s to A r
) 1; for ahcestors. Alﬁmamréhr, your char 'F
- may have already béen a protector, but fallén agai
./ bandits or other predators. Now back fro
" trie§ folmake up for her failing:
< _ _/# Raging Anger Gmw:bCuld Some Bﬂnc.F
\ .« Werefraging pools of Yang in their breathmg days.” % thod éffeedi
—— =" Thse sweaty mortalslet their passions govern th m on me “E?
“-‘. and acted without thinking. It may we%mre gﬂtéi‘iwmnﬂg the chih-mei; find tal lr% frﬂrn flesh |
* themkilled. Now, returned from Yomi, they try to take’ M.R referable to takmgqtfmmﬂ or breath: Tn the one- 7
: the path, of the Cold Mind tosright their karmic bal- %‘E‘: of this Fla fﬁlﬁl‘f fm.d tlesh easier i
©  ance. These can be'veryinteresting characters because igest” and. 33“1 GE‘L ;_"'F-u?:--—-;  Chi from blood | 7
% tﬁeﬁ’ﬁy could be on the Wmngpﬂ th; pﬂthﬂp 5 thE‘f should b#* or brﬂﬂth as er G in. In thE l;h"‘EcE-vpmnt version, *I:‘:\;".* o
'\ Thrashing Dragons or even Devil-Tigers..? flesh isthe onlyw ‘:'“ togail }“' Exceptperhaps
fe ¢ Thwarted Scholars: The driveof ascholarrarely in the Green Courts, Sther KUEl -jin'will likely frown
& % upon this form of feeding and take it as a sign.of lackof = ° :

whﬂ haye dedicated theiréntire lives to understanding
“One asp&%uf reality only to die before they have
C{m;lpleted their “study may well fight their way out of
Omi to tnmplete theis. work. The Second Breath
riably opens up huge new possibilities; however.

WdY that once seemed only daunting is now endless.

derstaﬂdmg at Any Price: For thuse who
-~ wish tounderstand déath, the Seforid Breath can seem
. _-areward S&‘m‘: 'Boni’: Flnwers heard parb\the: Quiet

E

ﬁ:.

&
IE
'\n'.'\n'

enlightenment. Those of Buddhist or Shinto back-
grounds will be espeeially disturbed. -
You will.also find it very ifficult to feed from a
human withoutkilling him, and disposingof aflesh-stripped
body.can berquite difficult indeed #“The'Shih and other
demon hunters are likely to come after you soonet or laters

.F.i-'

C'inG SHin (3 »r. “Fiaw) -

Ch’ing shih ate Kuei-jin who are strongly imibalanced |
togy:ard Yln fbr long periods of time and, therefore,

A
CUNE O e



~acurse or after an especially acute act of blindness; you

b OIFLIONIRN A
_..begin to grow more corpselike. Ultimately, this results
“_im an Appearance of zero andiall the difficulties associ-
ated with that state. Bone Flowers work with dark
erher'giﬁﬁ"“m often-that it’s especially easy to become
imbalanced toward Yin. Being ch’ing shih can be a great
disability in some courts, most hotably the Golden and
Bijali Courts, where the ch’ing shih’s corpselike visage is
a reminder to those who like to pretend they are alive
that they are deceiving themselves.

5 Many ulderﬂSﬂhadnwanngi eventually wind up as- -
ch’ing shih: The mitigating factor, however, isthat this
state often indicates@ Kuei-jin of great age orenlight-
enment, and whilé this deesn’t make him any more
popular, his words still have an impact (particularly in
the Green apd/Bone Courts, where so*many’ of the
Kuei-jin aré ching shih that it’s hardly an issue). The
process. of becoming ch’ing shih is neither fast nor -
irreﬁfﬁaﬁ;ﬁ;}ﬁi&; Once Appearance reaches zeto, however,
only bodhisattvas knowing:the art of Equilibrium can
repair the damage (see Kindred of the East Compan-
ion, p. 63): There is a ritual'that grants a ch’ing shih an
~idealized semblance of her former self (see p. 62). For
more details on the'state of ch’ing shih, see Kindred of

the East, p. 140.
Lirjrep Yang (4 pr. Fiaw)

Through disuse or inherent disability, you cannot
store more than three points of Yang Chi. You may
raise your permanent Yang trait, but the cost in expe*
rience points is current rating x 4 (instéadwofx 2 or 3 as
normal). If you try to store more than three points of
temporaty Yang Chi, it simply bleeds off into the
- nearest dragon track, In all probability, this will even-
tually, cause ‘you to develop a permanent Yin imbals

ance. |
N (5 e RAW)

. Tﬁxgmgh some unhealthy sufpfus of Yin, because of

- do not have the Yang-based Lifesight ability commion. *
to all other Kuei-jin (see Kindred.of the East, p. 89).
~ You cannot see the auras and passions.of others orthe
 denizens of the Yang World: This limitation makes it
impossible for you'to progress beyond the first level of
Yang‘Prana and may limit other Disciplines at the
Storyteller’s discretion. You may still heal wounds and
resist wave nature with Yang, however. Note ‘that a
similar Ghost-Blind Flaw exists, but such blindness is
virtually unknown among Bone Flowers. ‘

New DjscipLine TECHNjQUES

The temples, libraries and monasteries'of the Song
of the Shadow have been places of refuge and solitude
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= % beigig damaged. Weapons, puné’hes bullets ﬂnd ajl ol
~ othenphysicabatracks make centact, but the body of 2

Dmm Graves i

L}'?: 1

R

|
e & Bone Flowers pay a great deal cﬁ attennnnm d@e
:

the Kuei:jin wsing this Discipline simply gives way.
beneath the attack and takés no damage: Flesh patts ttﬁ‘ M@

ﬁf":s %ﬁﬂ
L

.dead and their graves and take it very seriously i if their
4 “own graves are disturbed or destroyed. The Qeciﬁc
+effects vary from case to case, but such a happening is
¥ “decidedly inauspicious and very bad joss. The des-

. ‘ecrated grave may attract the attention of u:l:lhappy
| familial ghosts or cause a sort of curse of the Kuei-jin,
limiting her abilities lmul she can restore her r&s i

allow the attack to pass through Without infli
damage and;‘then, closes up instantly. . = o = N
: System: A Kuei-jin making use of Gentle YI‘ET&['%; 2 “_;3
may not Dodge. Instead, theylayer gains (Flesh Shintai) %M *_" I
automatic succesges’ when’ soaking bﬁshmﬁ lethal g,
| damage. Players may also toll (Flesh Shtm;&} dice tﬂgfgﬁ? 5
5 plac&;% ﬁﬁﬂs, e Kindred of the East, p. 25 ﬁsuak aggravated .damage. Activating this'power isa.
’ & ant%uﬂr ﬁﬂﬁe@%&tﬂr&{ 1 reflexive action and costs ene Yin. Genﬂﬁ ielding will -

| play with a disturbed grave, one or more of the follow- . not mitigate the! effects of explosionsor ngmm@act

-ing Flaws are especially appropriate to represent the (E B flfﬂ1 hghinmg, Eﬂld) attacks M | e i
2 consequences: Cursed, Defiled, Different Body, AT e
k Haunid Hunted (by the desecrator), Life-Blind, - ﬁﬂ"‘? Whar js '“"« R " % g@ Y,
r Llrm %gng,}\hghﬁmare %nf the Gtave and (ﬁlﬂll SHiNTA) %ﬁﬂﬂ
* ngeful Ancestor. =~ ai% % " Boné Flowers who' hdve achieved a true 1|.u:|ﬂne-‘:r-~

\standing of the yielding way realge iﬂt an opponent

}\t for hundreds of Bone Flnw&rs*TM ceihaﬂgranted who has unbalﬂncedﬁ*hxmaeif to attack has left himself
.\ the Kuei-jin the time and resources to %H{}w their philo- valnerable to cnymgtatta:k Tb& nfe Flnw&r yields

attacker can takeback &

E 1?.‘\7"_.

sophical calling. This has led to many Boﬁﬂwers befqre the att%ﬁut before her

'discovering new (or variant) technique the “his foot, fist or

weapon, thﬁ %ghwef s ﬂeshhardens e L o

ALY

: known Disciplines. While these particular practices and clamp'uwn around b or weapon

i are relatively rare, any Béﬂe Flower may have learned apping-or seyering g itin the process. s

i them. It is unlikely that any other Kuei-jin have studs+* "_f: s The player 4be ds twe Y_n«(flu and gains
1Ed the prmmples and requLSIte D15c lphnﬂs 1n enﬂugh y a e E; je,-lﬁng above). He then

_rolls De les :% ai, {dtffu:ulty of the

a tacker;ts dx e puﬂl)f‘

'+ acking limb or weﬁp L

v smnd causes one level.
H tricts to Eeﬂef;the* mb.

2§ bmgemu ter
a lm New ‘Iimquu

; ¢ mpped attal
s Te &a&n these new m:hmque&, a charaﬁtﬂr rw “Brawirol

e e e
.-!_.i'"\ -.
R -‘iﬁ 5"
L T
p 2
'I
L H - " L}
SR e

!]zmmq
( ﬁ!ﬂt Snmm I.ML 'I"um)

it _. (1 magﬂ d35 ﬂESh

- blade. Thts

a alread? have the appropriate D15c1phne or Discipling

W el

b/ i"at the necessary level. He then must study with a sif ﬁ Ta

B

E" o ] Whﬂ knows the dEsmad techmque T’he penod qf st:udy kn"

e

______

- of practice and study equal tofive times the c@e !.‘IE;I'}.CE

|

to be spent is a good rule of thumb. The pia',&r f:htn

_ spends experience as if the charactér was gair -
% higl@sg; ppropriate Discipline level for the first uﬁe.

canﬁat%ﬁf play with variant techniques.

Exmnple Kazuo wishes to learn Taking the Face ( Eee

below) which requires Bone Shintai ® ® ® and Flesh Shintai

- ® . He alfeadj,r has those Disciplines at those levels, so he

. seeks out a sensei to teach him. His ‘total experience cost -

- will be cost of learning Bone Shintai ¢ ). | mili

have m%é%;efgamu%& 801 urs,MMyf

fﬂﬂowers of the Yin path prefer to‘win before (i.e.
wuhﬂltt} fighting, eschewing combat more often than

o
-

. not. Hﬂwever a Bon®&Flower under attack can defend.

by, completely yielding t6 the forces assailing
her Whé she is stmck her ﬂﬂsh gwes\ way without

{ =T he level thm& 3one. t&chqlquefﬁnne Obﬁ-
_ dience does not by itself give the %ada%ﬁ‘ﬁ*g%nﬂugh
'mmg@%er her visage t miM%i?ﬁers Combining it
with the skim shagfn algm of Flesh Shintai, hDW-—
ever,allows the ﬁgnﬂ Figﬁver to altqrfler face and vocal
chords with E‘IIDUﬁEI ecision-that she ‘can fool even
close friends and family members of the target.

System: The player spends two Yin.and one Yang
Chi and rolls Dexterity + Performance. Each success
allows the BoneFlower to mimic the face and voice of
an individualshe has met receﬁtly for one scené! The
basic difficulty is 6 and assumes the &gl UEI*]II’! has per-
sonally encountered the target and'sperit at least a half-
hour observing him®*Storytellers may adjust the diffis
culty.to reflect minima] or extensive study of the
subject.’ In addigion to.duration, thé number of suc-
cesses indicate$ the perfection of the mimicry. One

suecess willfool casual acquaintances, while four suc-
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.cesses will fool a lover or child.

Seiper”s BLEssiNG
{¥ou Prana Levir Two)

A variant of the Yin Mantle, Spider’s Blessing
allows the vampire to create thin black tethers of Yin
that snake their way up to the ceiling of any room and
anchor- there, pulling the vampire up, where they
secure him tothe ceiling. Even without using Shrouded
+Moon to furtherenhance invisibility, the vampire isat
+2 difficulty to be noticed. Provided no sunlight actu-
ally touches the vamipire, she can“even rémain an-
chored to the ceiling while she sleeps, passing the day
there.

System: The player spends one point of Yin to
evoke thesYin Mantle and create the strands that
anchor-the character to thevceiling:If the vampire
chobses to sleep there during the day, another point of
Yin must be spent to maintainrthe threads. The strands

resist any mundane efforts to.sever-them by simply

flowing around the cutting implement and ignore
concussive force altogether. Yang-powered weapons
can cut the strands {including spirits’ natural atracks,
hengeyokai fetishes or claws and wooden objects
charged using Yang Prana); the strands have a single

The Niewcomers’ Prana

~ The Bone Flowers of the Green Courts have
recently taken in some highly knowledgeable necro-
mancers from the West. These refugee vampires are
most bizarre, neither quite Kin-jin nor Kuei-jin. Al-

though these creatures number fewer than 30, they are
‘unquestionably knowledgeable in the lore of death
andthe Yin World. The Green Courts’ powerful Bone
Flower contingent was instrumental in engineering
_the acceptance of these odd vampires. In exchange,
-these scholars of death have been teaching a potent

variant of Yin Prana to the Bone Flowers.

The Bitter Yin Caress, Bitter Yin Cloud and

Dance of Shiva techniques derive from the teachings
of these foreign death scholars. These variants are

known only to Bone Flowers and predominantly only
to the Bone Flowers of the Green Courts. While the

Middle Kingdom boasts no such thing as a safe secret,

the Shadow Songs are careful to share these new Yin

Prana techniques only with a rare and enlightened
few. Learning these techniques (or even learning of

. them) could make for an excellent long-term subplot

for a Bone Flower character. Learning any of these

techniques costs double normal experience, with a

commensurate increase in study time.

. WY T Ci—



health level and (Yim Prana) dice fo soak. Direct © tur % The Dance of Shivais very like Bitter Ylﬁ@are&&ws% %
te

sunlight automatically dlsperses the strands.

*_Byrrer Yju-Cansss [ ¥vite T N
'_ﬂ'ﬂl Prana Lever Fipug]

,e By channelingfthe most destructive forces of the
/ Yin World, the Bone Flower causés substances to age-,
: and &hca? ata eg.tl’f accelerated rate. Metal rusts.
- Wood Endvﬂtﬁer organic materials decay. Even glass
will crumble after ::mh.r a f%w turns. The Bone Flower

must touch the object to be affected, and everyone in

her vic mftv wi‘ﬂ feel a notabie chill rolling off of her.

B

lig

the lﬁcal Wﬁﬁ ap in a

ted'li?‘”hﬂ‘%i Bitte r Yin Cmss
d become useless some vhere.between

;- brea§ down and be me. _
| me c?éz.r after being touched, dependmg

e d1fﬁculty nf

ccult agamst”

gne turn and

on the material, the type of object anﬂ its complexity.

\_ More complex objects break M‘l ore tapidly. A .

. computer stuchtlnnlng after a s% le turn, but it

takes several hours to cnmpletéTy cnrrcidc l& plas-

“tic, glass and metal that'it’s composed of. Living crea-

tures touched by the Bitter Y in Carmﬁ:ﬂl_ﬂn agﬂmzmg
chill but take ne damag '- . o :

“Byrrer YN Cioup (‘lm Pml!m H’vi)
N e TheShadow Snng makes a cnmplemenea of hand

ghostly opponents.; The touchof the

i

terrible chilling pain m@%‘uses the
: - nsmg The Bone F],pwer mtﬁt

This dance is rumored to be based on the dance of e, 4

Shiva the Destroyer. The Bone’Flower goes through an
mtensel}' eomplicatéd series of mudras to bring the

most destructive forées of the Yin World thmugh thie
Wall. The black Yin of destruction pours'from the

| iﬁ. Eﬂm’i‘ﬁﬁd price. Storytellers who wish to put an

g i\ Kuei-jin’s fingertips; mouth, eyes, nose and ears. As the
- _vampite continues her dance, black waves officy Yin
;'5 npple ﬂut%'ard from her t6 consume everything in her

=

‘* T vicinity. ‘Ttis.one of the most destructive pawers known
to.the Shadow SﬁngDharma
ﬂ,@'\$}*stem' ‘At the béginning of the first turn, the
" vampire begins dancing-and~the player spends three
pﬂm t}f Yin Chi. ShE rolls DeXterity + Performance

t each. Hiccess,*ﬂﬂd the plager must spenﬂ

g 'rm?nmt ﬁme Ch1 a&E the beg Elﬂg of each

E-""' & ..E’M% i .n - l.lh"'\

! = %ﬁ. ”""sp .
TR ; “VQ%. | & ' 8
= el '}-h?mt. Y ¥

mmmmmm

ﬁ_lzg,r%pqnd& one pcﬁnl; ‘of Yin Chi -

range of scholars, philo

fam:ﬂmulatmn of |

gestures and produces a cloud of destmﬂtge@'ﬁi energ ,_,. 1

capable of inflicting damage on living, llﬁll‘!rmg Bl o

1 must t reach her hﬂnd put tuw%ﬁmﬁ;

g\.l.. 1'
S

the dlfflﬁalltg of the local Wall. The effeet lasts®

r Yin€loud except thatit destroys eve.r',rthmg el
w1thin five ‘feet' of the vampire the turn after thes
vampire starts dancing, and the effects expands. by
another five feet every turn she comtintes mﬂ%
Obviously, then,, the ‘Bone Flower must begin th
dance ‘one tarn before she wants to statt seﬂrff th il
results. Any disruption ﬂf-'the* dance spmls b
and the Yin «C’.‘-l'u“1:5*wa.sth::u::l.:?ﬂs:~ P Ll S e

£ (New Ryres) -

Li is a word. meanmgﬂlmultanenusﬁ“ntual" aﬁﬂ gl AW
"uﬁlv&rsalpnm:qale 'Ostensibly, theli heimmmd; |
ing-exercises {which illustrate th@rwﬁ% of ’fm) J
rﬁtﬁer than ends i in theﬁl,sel\fes but%as ttggi‘nn earer- " |
::15&5 go, they are most useful. v e, "\
#~ The Song cg'theS adow Dha‘rm@ n nses iﬁﬁde 5
other Dharma places such emphuamsu@n gathtﬁhg —
and truly undc@tanﬁng—rkniﬁfl%gé of all sorts: Fuﬁy e
, four of the enght ténets of the m (pertain to the
HDWIEdgEhén‘;L amd mﬂerstandmg- i
thenmg F’{bw e r-ites,far A
18 _'dlfeagesly shaxg tﬁeﬁﬂwlw
Eﬂ] W other Dharmas,

.ﬁ"&n

1t is no surpris:
more- thaﬁ

criddles hywhldh thcse rites - |
' | Dnmg so requires N,
inst «H‘Tﬁcuity of 7
| t a diffmult-,r of 9,

leamns theli, ©

%mg to i
outtheaccom- \ |
sofneuﬁ”e mﬁxks-}r N

mm

demts

i

Tk

; '-a- % 1 : - £ : '
rice oﬁ’eammg rites ha;s aIWays Bein. prob- orif

s they provide serious in-game benefits for

3 ::xpenence point cost on rites are within their rights

@n;e ex;eneﬁﬂe point for each level of the

;_ ru%f&hﬁmb p;rovldad that the prmﬁ' i
| ltself is reﬂected m—game Stﬂrvtellers whﬂ waive

4 stud? t@lﬁs and the need to seek out texts and tutors

> the @tufmesmtwamtluee _

s ghe level o therite
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et Lﬁl&tlngﬁes&”*ﬁf Yin that they cannot be heard, seen or
:ﬁﬁﬂﬁi Tht&-ﬂtﬂ makes the Bone Flower the stealthiest

f:a.?%“

8

g

F ":.c.- i
-'\.'-'\.-:':‘. E

&a. P

Pl

+Stealthrollsequal to themumb
the Yin roll: This COmTHE .;! aly he

- thing extremely obwi

'w;, allowing her t6 walk through snow
t leaving footprints or run through dead le::wes
sﬁthq@ﬁ"’ making a sound.

System: The Kuei-jin meditates for 20 minutes to
brifig her mind and body in line with the principleof
Yin. The player thenrolls her Yin rating. For the restof

thé.scene . she teceives-automatic successes on all

the vampire impossiblié

"‘"':-

"é; , like kill in front of an audi-
ence or yell in s;ﬁgﬁone s earat the top Df her lungs

Te B JLKEN Pou:n
(mﬁmﬂ

“Though regrettable, it is ne::essanr qrr c::ccasmn to
mrm uce an individual to th&ﬁd&yer of Yln in a most

~direct and literal fashion. fmnﬁhmp&riﬁmrfﬂmﬁe&«

" this rite infuses the target’s sensory organs with Yin,

rendering him utterly senseless. HEﬂaﬁnnt see, hear,
smell, taste or even'feel. Gifts andmvzlplmes cannot
be used to see beyond this negation. Some BDH;E,Lwa
ers have been known to use this rite on themselves tor
understand the nature of Yin'more fully.

System: The Kuei-jin obtains.a piece of black jade
and carves the target’s name on it.-Triggering the effect
requires the jade to be drop into a pouch of thick
black silk containing black volcanic sand'and a dried
cuttlefish (to symbolize the depths of the ocean). The

;_pla?er rolls Intelligence + Rituals. The effects of this

rite.%ast forgne scene per success if done within line of
at of the target'and one turn per'success-otherwise.
| 151&1.1315 whose Perceptmn rating istwo or mare dots,

.Jhlgﬁ% than the caster’s leﬁls rating are unaffectéd Successes
:hut

'*ﬁ]e caster’s intent. i

g

!M'l'ﬁm Rye)

‘This rite allows a ¢ch’ing shifito put aside Her Yind

b mduciéa hideousness for a whltﬁ;v wearing instead a

* attending highly formal social eve;

ne and perfected version of her own face: When,
vents, all ch'ing shih
who know this rite use it. Few.thin munting as
an assembly'of Flawlessly Masked Kw%n“%me in the

Quincunx hint that such aggregates are bad joss, but

the ch'ingshih wield'such power in the Quincunx (and .
decidedly more in the Green Courts), that allowing
such rumars to reach their shrunkeh black ears would
be exceedingly inauspicious.

System: First, the ch’ing shih feeds until she is full
of Chi. She then lﬂ’@éates a dragon line that is powerful
with Yang'Chi and-infuses herself with enough of the
Scarlet Queen’ sﬁ%ears to-gounteract_her corpse-like

» appearance. The player rolls }Perceptmn + Rituals. For

each success, the ch'i ing shih gains a night of the per-

W
Y

r of sucﬂesseagamed on-- Appearance fort
 the effect of making

s%se unless she dncs some-

Bows I‘»igﬂ_fm

fected visage The visage, of the Kuei-jimbecomes an
idealized, though exceedingly pale, version of the face
she woré when alive. No blemishes, flaws, asymmetry

‘and-wrinkles mar the Flawless Mask, and the ch’ing shih

has, for the duration of the effect, a face that looks very
much like white jade. Any Kuei-jin well-versed in the
ways of Yin (with four or more dots of Yin Prana or

Bone Shintai or knowing the li) recognizes the effects

of the rite.- Treat the ch'ing shih as though she had 4
e duration of the effect. This rite may
on Qy be perfermeabn@; per lunar cycle (essentially,
once a mnnﬂ'ﬁm: - «»;-“?

i

Quqnu Acmnnci OF THE
- Most Reviren Lotus Bmuou qm*

(Lever Five Ryme)

-~ Bone Flﬂwers are most gracious when given the

“knowledge they seek and coldly disappointed when
‘they are.not. Should a Bone Flower require the re-
queated information badly enough, however, she may
resort to forcibly pluckingit from the mind of one who
has that knowledge by performing this rite. At the end
ofthe rite, the Bone Flower will “remember” the knowl-.
edge whileitslips furever from the mind Mﬁ one who
_once knew it. i ~

System: The Kuei- -jin must be in the same TOOM as
her . target, who must be conscious. If the target is
wandering about and isn’t specially, prepared for the
rite, the cﬁfﬁculquxhe roll is'8. If Eht target is bound
in a supine position with his. head ?&Emg westy the
dlfftcult',r is reduteci mﬁﬁThe player rolls Perception +

1akes the t‘ransfer :}fmfﬂnnas
tion more camplete | - :
| Suecess A sputt'f aWareness of the d‘"&&lred
knowledge Ve |

"An undﬂrstandmg that is' mostly
_“complete, althnugh there may be

details missing’
The'knowledge that was snugh:; i

The information plus some small
_ ~amount of ad&%tmnﬂl vaguelv rélatﬁd |
R faﬂmﬁ_ﬁ | v
5 Successes  The mfﬂrma@ﬂn and everything
remotely associated ytl:h it.

_The ritualist may take a specific piece of infofma-
tiﬂn (“Where have yousent Li-Tsang, the Predator of
Shanghai?”) 6r'an actual area of knﬂwle&ge (Finance,
"Occult, Science)«If the vampire steals.a Knowledge,
she gains a dot in that Trait for evez?»xgw-sumﬂﬁses up
to the upper limit of the victim’s Knuw%dge These
dots will fade away at the rate of one dot per week; but
the player may buy thosé-dots within that week with
experience points at half cost (i.e.”l xeurrent ratmg}
This works only if the victim has more dots-in-the™
Knowledge than the ritualist. Wherrthe rite is over,
the victim looses as many dots,on the Knowledge as

-

3 Successes
4 Successes



wére stolen,.though the target may learn those things
again at a later time!Neither Talents nor Skills may. be

£ acquired in th]ﬁmannﬂ u .
.~ . Bone Elowers whu use this rite too often qulcklv,r
*  gaina Iﬂputatmﬁ f@r laziness among ntb,crs following

~+  the Song of the*Shadow. On the other. hand Bone
Flowers have made themseiwes mvaluablﬂ in the ] inva--,
ston Gf Nnrth firrmn:.:aw“hv perﬁ::rmmg this rite on
captured Em-jm ™ gy !

. xsw-'-w,-

Thereafter, the bm::-k Serves as &‘ﬁ code of Wlm Al
bet%aen nectomancer and ghoest and-4 “balance’ of

accounts betweeh them. The agreement doés riot cre—§§%
ate a,magical -bond-or compulsion,it*is, rather; an
agreement of equals. If either party fails to’honopi 4tk
wounded party can %ﬂ it to the attention @ﬁ: ecial
ministers in the Bone Court-Some wise necroménces
~ perform favors for the ghosts in their books inad:
in order to have anarray of boons owed the u

;i‘?%

b

llected with'no atnnés attached at a | er L ok
: r'“ 'wu M(m WM“%%tem*%ﬁannga(}hmtBﬂokrequi saMampw Rt
% T‘hlsfhte tﬁvt ﬂl‘ll‘?‘ allnws the chacter to enter- lation + Occult roll against a dtﬁ'mu% of 8. The= .
; . | ll she visits. It . number of su¢cesses has no direct ‘game efm:@u;; . f "
imitec Nt he hell the char-  reflectsthe uahty of the tome. Abo ch m&ndthe
2 it that, rt i#det%d ghostand create adebtoffavoﬁ&nef ecfomancerustrepay
y | 'S‘ﬂm ;*vefv se 'reaﬂ“d wmake ﬂlﬂwﬁ’* S, w N
yest location TR R e
available (eg a_sub- basement pit __Q_ricanyun), in- PEThHPE thﬂ most, dfﬁ{}:ﬁngeﬂf ﬁl %ﬂfﬁ'hﬂ
\ scribes the entire rite on the walls, sacrifices three mhﬂmlﬂgl’iﬂl Kwﬂpttiﬁ G -
% Kuei-jin victims and invokes tl e name ﬂf e Yama t liﬁrary of’ h paing, . th& Heave i
% King whose he?she wishes to efiter. Thep pends HEETI? a mllle 1 Iﬂ old. If : ‘
“one Yin and one Yang' Chi.and rolls Inte nce,+ ““ancient dtﬂl Df Chlﬂﬂ,ﬁ# an
. Rituals against a 31ff1culty of. 9..Even: one-success able (and qai
f indicates that the Yama Kit ng petitionied is granting ﬂﬂlllg pr
"‘ ‘aecess to her or his hell. f wlﬁat purpese, huwa\rer, l&cﬂ ntk ]
kﬁnwn nnly to thatJama ng | "
A : ‘r ’these inauspi- -
dgi ly unden@nqd re- £
_,, ot ?anew, drives Bone Fluwwi. o of -eﬁ‘@t Ages A
"xmund which. the other tenéts of the Dh d s ling up to (and
L teyolye . Consequently, Bone Flnwers%a!-' acquired a. . el I"{h';hg =]
b ) ivas c@lectmn of knowledge in their assorted libragiess Sixch Age. The effe _;:._ pmu s in 3
U The rarest and mest prec:mm*{ﬂr dangernu,s) \is book are man ¥ of them are good. Tig;—
#A mcﬁe btermneanllbmwoéglhnngqmg« “"Ell\“‘_ 1cd v r.:rﬁg, fi: ot t&l f on el.%w the dangé’fﬁm m
s . keptfr mthﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂt?ﬂﬁhghfﬂﬂﬂd E“ﬂugh‘lﬁf thE' ma- text ﬁulfafteﬁt re% o Ré’%ﬁr&ﬂMmlster -
responsibly. e marill ( f?f,fm&wledge to aslave ;'- g lthl: same; wise ﬂ i
1 oy ndividuals ‘of many D} Cask o see ':'
g rﬂi PODES- OF qmm % ,ﬂme:LHeauen Scream B ok. __ ave aftamed
An%eamed necromancer¢an prepare one of these > Cﬁm and enlighten: G Achstol
¢ unique texts, and-they:are so numerous in the library of ~ 31jows them iﬁ‘ﬂb iQ s Ko i L@gwm e
5 Chonggqing that the Boné Ancestor has had'an enor . 1e E%r:ar the ident > ‘Emper ok iy
E”i%. mr.z.ls n;de;: of ghosts assemblled to pre;e;;;mfusmn of - Thankfullylis 'e " b o
B\ sunducbgraen onangparicuiar wiag DECTOman- = rr. jven Scream Book, and itis under heav? guard in the
iR, oer simply calls on a ghost with whom sheyhas an l1brar3r of Chiongiqing.
"/ “amiable tehtmnshlp, writes the history of the ghost on S W
| _theleéfepage — including ancestors, dates of birth and ysgem: Whenagharacter reduiche Heauen peregm,
5 pag g oot Bﬂﬂk and watchies its accomp repulsive drama
/ H'*%L de th, astan‘gmangmﬂcance of said dates, full name, Agymg rep '

4 ﬂmphshments in i descendants and a list of
red items from the " h 's life. Ifat all pgssible, a

smamsketch of the ghust dnne he: necrorhancer is a
addition as well*On the rig age the necfoman-_
u sa hlghl? legahstlc agree nt in which she
thost swe earan Uath of IECIPIGEI . Both parties
th H{ight page.

the player rolls het'Dharma rating + Enigmas. Unlike
normal rolls, 1s, 2s and 3s all counta§'l

s.for the purpose
of botching. On abotch, the Stnr?te:llf:r is free to assign
any penalty she chunses, including, but not limited to:
'mcreasmg the haracter"s P’'o, sending the character
intofire soul, i Dsmg an act of bhndness or.reducing
e. Five or more

% .

o<
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" W;W,,ﬁauﬁmﬁs on t};ae roll indicate that the reader made her
_way through the book and knows a great deal more
abuu; the M’id than she knew before, and probably
more ti than she cares to know (possibly ‘including the
identityof the Demon Emperor). The player may make
/a Dharma roll at this point. “The knowledge of the
Demon Emperor’s identity, however, is more of a bur-
den than a boon;:because every Yama King in the
running wants to know how that issue resolves, apoint
_that could becc}me the fncal point for an emuﬂ{:hfﬂm&aw

e

Omher TExrs
"~ While the llbw of Cﬁﬁngqmg has a nun*iber ﬂf
L terrible books that must be képt from inappropriate.
eyes, mcludmgﬁcapma of The Songs of Hell, Fhe Red -
: Book of the dron Bridge and The Broken-Winged Crane,
| not all of the books in the library are demﬂnnlogmal

texts. On the contrary, the library holds an extensive
collBerion of nearly 400,000 hgmks scrollsand codices,

it T

..

83 +thing to do with Hell -or the Yamé ngﬂsw The most
| /.~ complete and readable versions of all the major Kuei-
l- " jin texts, including The Celestial Nail, The Empty Gate;
| The Ki Chuan, The Manual of Yiand ’The Midnight Jewel™
are in the llbrary at Chongging, and any- ttmﬁ-m
ancestor learns the whereabouts of another important
book, she is not above dispatching a wu (or perhaps
several) to obtain it. Most recently, slié?'sem agents to
recover a book long thought to be lost. Called Phoenix;
Monkey, Rat, the tome is a phﬂﬂsopﬁlcal treatise writ-
- ten, ostensibly, by Xue himself on the relations be-
- tween the Dharmas. The book recently turned up in
'%ﬂ Hﬂng Kong, where it made its way to a Kin-jin named
| . Oliver Thrace, who somehow learned of its existence,
. studied it and then'shipped it off to.Vienna: This has
R ﬁ.li‘thi;rﬁtramed the 5|tuatmn in LhE"tmubled Flameé Coutt. ..

B ThE Baone F‘mwer fascination with the city of Mem
&E« o appears M%Er*enchng For those followers of the Song .
| ;y %"" ﬂ; of the Shadow in the Bone Court of Chongqing; in.
Bty ];}ﬁmcular. the lure of that legendary city-can be nearly’
- irresistible. Before its downfall,;“theé notorious Eight
Sacred Steps wu recovered 5&%’% items that bear out

the theory that the Wan Xian were brilliant craftsmen ™

and sorcerers. Of these, two are of special interest to-

Metal Egg. Bone Flowers also make use of other arti-
facts, which do not hail from Meru.

LavgHing Buppsa Mask
Level Two Artifact

Several of theseodd treasures are known to be in

. circulation, predominantly. in the Bone Court and
“ Japan. Bone Flowers. often need to show a certain

l degree of leadership and conviviality in their roles as

U0 a) wats

e -+
el b g e
iy . s
= - L L ol E
4 :

3.; "” ““of which perhaps one tenth of one percent have Wﬁ o

Im: Hum

diplomats ¢ othet>Dhagmas B shen #Tiis degree of
extroversion does not come easily to them. Wearing
the Laughing'Buddha Mask grants the Bone Flower a

remarkable degree of sociability that she may use in her
. interactions with others. When the Kuei-jin puts on

the mask, it seems to disappear completely, becoming
one with her face. While the mask is on, the Bone

_Flower becomés extraordinarily pleasant to be around,

and her face takes orl a white, smiling countenance

Bl 1

t:h;i&lasts quﬂiﬁscmﬁ 8 .

“& f 19 mie pnmt c:f Yang Chi to actis
“ mas . For the rest of %he: scene, treat all
harisma rolls as if the vampTré‘s.Atfﬁbu—te were 5,

% Except: for thbse tha:t mmlva usmg rmESsl f?lse iplines or

other artlfacts. o 5 il

T

:Bl;l.ﬂ:\ Hini. Ecg )
%, ‘"W&l Three Artlfact I . "

' Tﬁéﬁg small treasures confuse Kuev]m who believe

'BlgcﬁMatal Egg” is only a Bone Flower ternt for

t’haﬁm principle. Made of highly polished black metal
(or, 50%&@;&&, ﬂh&l&lﬂn or nnw,':ﬂ, the eggs are the size
ofa lﬁaﬁ@fhmken egg, each one of whlch can hold ap
to 10 points of Yin Chi(rumor has it that somecan hold
_even more). There arepéerhaps a dozen of ﬁ}eig items in
the ﬁmrld most ‘of which are in the pnssessinn of

ancestors of remarkable power.

The. Bﬂne Flower channels her own Yi{ Chi'into
the egg, where it can be stored for ﬁme use. The Yin
Chi remains ﬁtﬁl@ﬁ the egg until such time thag-the
Kuei-jin holds the artifac t and chmua&&%e Yln Chi
back into herself. If. Yang Chi is
each point'cancels Buto one point of Ym Chn*«],f more
Yang Chi than Yin Chi enterﬁghe egg, it shatteﬁ&éuch

_an act would undaq‘btedly have grave consequences for

“the mdwldual 50 rash as to destroy an art:ifatft of smh value.

'\?"'ﬁt.-""'

SouL AsHes L AR
Level Four ﬁr@fact 2

~2Soul Ashes: are a very fine, almost 51ﬂqr, b@ck or
gray powder. T}
ashesoveran 1temg:mmd by hisér
are dropped on the item, they disappear. Thereafter,
the possessor of the affected item will k%éadrlmlh.r grow

morose and out of sorts. The wictim lo

a::tlmttéﬁmwkﬂch EMW
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the item. These ashes come in small, highly ornate
black lacquer boxes: that hold enough to.affect four
victims. If the individual carrying the affected item
places it in direct summer sunlight for one full day, the
Soul Ashes burn off and the individual can regain
Willpower as usual. | i

GHoST SHACKLES
Level Five Artifact

While Bone Flowers prefer to have the most re-
spectful relations possible with the dead, the fact re-
mains that there are certain ghosts whose wickedness is
an affront to Heaven and the Middle Kingdom alike.
The dead call these angry spirits Spectres, kuei and
many other things. Ghost Shackles weaken and re-
strain fractious Spectres while providing Yin Chi to the
Bone Flower who holds the “key.” Most commonly
found in elaborately embroidered black silk bags, ghost
shackles resemble two. unconnected, stout, white jade
ankle cuffs with a heavili-inscribed, small, black jade

peg “key,” which is necessary to make any use of them.
Among all artifacts available to Shadow Songs, these
are the most coveted because of the constant flow of

Yin Chi they provide the key holder.

The Bone Flower must first restrain or incapacitate

the errant ghost and close the shackles around its '

ankles. Once the shackles are closed, they become the
stuff of spirit. While the ghost isso bound, any Yin Chi
(Pathos or Angst)-that it would have gained shunts
directly to the Bone Flower holding the blackjade key.
Most Kuei-jin find this quantity of Yin Chi over-
whelming. Using this aceifact — especially on a ghost
who is not clearly a Spectre — usually results in word
spreading through the ghost worldand eventually reach-
ing the ears of Bone Flower ancestors. Since most Bone
Flower ancestors covet Ghost Shackles, they will al-
most certainly investigate and confiscate the key if
there has been any misuse. They will then free the
wronged ghost, who is unlikely to be kindly disposed
toward the Kuei-jin who treated himsodisrespectfully.



Abartjons rorR Minp’s Eye THEATRE

What follow are adaptations for some of the Disciplines, rituals, artifacts and Merits and Flaws
for Bone Flowers. The Storyteller has final say on what is permissible in game.

EvernaL CuerrY Brossoms (4 Trajr MerjT)

For some reason, you are capable of being Yin imbalanced for long periods of time and never
develop the corpselike features of the ch'ing shih. Even exposure to the sun will not cause you to
become twisted and rotted; instead, you will suffer a type of dry rot, leaving you flaky and brittle but
still beautiful. This does not change the game effects of sunlight except in regards to Appearance.

Canngear (1 or 3 Trajr Fiaw)

You prefer to take your Chi from flesh, rather than blood or breath. In the one-point variant of
this Flaw, you simply find flesh easier to “digest” and gain only half as much Chi from blood or breath
as other Kuei-jin. In the three-point version, flesh is the only way for you to gain Chi. Other Kuei-
jin frown upon this form of feeding (it shows a distinct lack of enlightenment to feed like achih mei),
particularly Buddhist and Shinto vampires. Obviously, it becomes very difficult to feed from a

human without killing him, and flesh-stripped corpses will trumpet your presence to Shih and other
hunters.

Cw'ing Swin (3 Trajr Fiaw)

You have become too imbalanced toward Yin. You look like a monstrous walking corpse and can
never be mistaken for human. Ch’ing shih may never purchase Traits or Merits relating to appearance
(such as Alluring or Eternal Cherry Blossoms), they gain the Negative Traits: Repugnant x 2, and
activities such as seduction become entirely impossible. In some courts, this can be a real handicap,
while it may be more commonplace in others. While there are ways to circumvent the curse for a
short time, only bodhisattvas skilled in Equilibrium can repair the damage.

Lirs-Bunp (5 Trajr Fiaw)

For some reason (perhaps a curse or a very inauspicious act of blindness), you do not have the
Yang-based Lifesight ability common to all other Kuei-jin. You cannot see auras or passions of other
Kuei-jin and mortals, nor can you see spirits of the Yang World. This makes it impossible for you to
progress beyond the first level of Yang Prana, and the Storyteller may limit other Disciplines. This
will not affect your ability to heal or test against wave soul.

New DjscipLine TECHN;QUES

A character wishing to learn these new techniques must acquire the necessary level of Discipline
(or Disciplines) indicated beside the technique. He must then seek out a teacher who knows the
technique. The cost of these is based on the level of knowledge necessary to study the technique (so
a technique that requires Advanced Yin Prana will cost nine experience points). Study times are at
the discretion of the Storyteller, who may choose to increase or decrease learning time based on the
character’s diligence.

New characters may not enter play with these techniques.

Genmie YieLDiNG

(FirsT jurermenjate Fiesn Swjntaj)

By following the principles of Yin, a Bone Flower being attacked can defend herself simply by
yielding to the force of the blow. Physical attacks (weapons, bullets, fists and the like) make contact,
but the body of a Kuei-jin using this Discipline simply gives way beneath the attack and suffers no
damage.

System: A Kuei-jin using this power may not dodge. Bashing attacks cause no damage, while
lethal damage is halved. The Kuei-jin may also perform a Static Physical Challenge and reduce one
level of aggravated damage to lethal damage if she succeeds. Activating this power is considered




reflexive (and does not take an action to perform) and costs one Yin Chi. Gentle Yielding has no effect
on damage caused by explosions or attacks such as fire, lightning or acid.

Taxing WhHar js GivEN
{Seconp jnTERMEDJATE FiesH SwinTaj)

This power takes Gentle Yielding one step further. The Bone Flower yields before the attack, but
before her attacker can take back his fist or weapon, the Bone Flower’s flesh hardens and clamps down
around the limb or weapon in question, trapping or severing it in the process.

System: The Kuei-jin spends two Yin Chi and gains all the benefits of Gentle Yielding (above).
He then makes a Physical Challenge against his attacker. If he succeeds, his flesh clamps down on the
weapon or limb. By spending additional Traits, he may cause one level of aggravated damage to the
trapped item (which may cause a trapped fist or foot to be severed, while a blade shatters). This is
considered a defensive action.

Taxjng e Face

(FirsT juTERMEDjATE BONE SHiNTaj,
FirsT Basjc Fiesn SujnTaj)

By combining Bone Obedience with the fleshcrafting abilities of Flesh Shintai, the vampire can
alter her features and even voice (through manipulating the vocal cords). With enough precision, she
can fool close friends and family of the target.

System: The Bone Flower spends two Yin and one Yang Chi and makes an Extended Physical
Challenge. Each win allows her to mimic for one scene the face and voice of an individual she has
met recently. Each win also indicates how foolproof the disguise is; one success will fool co-workers
and acquaintances, while more can pass inspection from the target’s lover or child. The vampire must
have met the target personally and spent at least 30 minutes observing him.

SpriDER’S BLESSING
{Seconp Basjc Yjn Prana)

This power allows the vampire to create thin black tethers of Yin that anchor to the ceiling of
aroom and can hold the vampire off the floor and close to ceiling. If no sunlight actually touches him,
he may even pass the day in this fashion.

System: The vampire invokes Yin Mantle (player spends a point of Yin Chi) to create the strands
that anchor her to the ceiling. If she chooses to sleep there during the day, another point of Yin Chi
must be spent to maintain the threads.

Bjmrer ¥jn Caress
(Seconp jurErmMEDjATE Yjn Prana)

The Bone Flower channels destructive Yin energies, causing substances to age and decay — metal
rusts, while wood and other organic materials decay and even glass crumbles. Those in her vicinity
teel a noticeable chill rolling off her.

System: The vampire touches her target. The vampire spend one point of Yin Chi and makes a
Static Mental Challenge (difficulty of the local Wall) to open a connection to the Yin World. Objects
affected break down and become useless between one turn and one day after being touched,
depending on the material, the type of object and its complexity. More complex objects break down
more rapidly. It takes only a single turn for a computer to stop functioning, but several more hours
are needed to decompose the glass, chips and plastic. Living creatures touched by Bitter Yin Caress feel
an agonizing chill but take no damage.

Biyrvrer ¥y CLoup
(Apvancep ¥jn Prana)

The Shadow Song makes a complex series of hand gestures, producing a cloud of destructive Yin
energy that inflicts damage on any opponent (living, undead or ghostly). The cloud inflicts terrible
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chilling pain and causes the victim to begin decomposing.

System: The Bone Flower must be within 10 feet of her victim and must reach her hands out
toward him. The vampire spends three points of Yin Chi and makes a Physical Challenge. The victim
suffers one level of aggravated damage. In all other respects, this power functions like Bitter Yin Caress.

L (New Rjres)
HarMony with Njgur (Basjc Rjre)

This rite makes the Bone Flower the stealthiest of the stealthy, allowing her to walk through snow
without leaving footprints or run through dead leaves without making a sound.

System: The Kuei-jin meditates for 20 minutes and spends a Yin Trait. For the rest of the scene,
the vampire is for all intents and purposes invisible — she leaves no tracks, makes no noise in walking
and otherwise leaves no physical evidence of her passing. To indicate that this rite is in place, the
vampire should cross her arms over her chest, as per Obfuscate. This does not muffle her to

otherworldly senses, however, and the effect ends should she do something obvious, such as scream
or attack someone.

The BLace Siicen Poucs
(jnrerMEDjATE RjTE)

This rite infuses a target’s sensory organs with Yin energy, leaving him unable to see, hear, taste,
smell or, even, feel. This effect cannot be overcome by Gifts or Disciplines. Some Bone Flowers have
been known to use this rite on themselves during their studies of Yin.

System: The Kuei-jin carves the target’s name on a piece of black jade. To trigger the effect, she
places the jade in a black silk pouch also containing black volcanic sand and a dried cuttlefish. The
player makes a Mental Challenge. The effects last for one scene.

DonnjnG THE Fiawiess Mask
(inrereEnjare RyTe)

This rite allows a ch’ing shih to wear a semblance of her mortal face for one night.

System: The vampire locates a dragon line that is powerful with Yang Chi and infuses herself with
enough Yang to counteract the ch’ing shih effect (at least half her Yin pool). The result is an idealized,
though exceedingly pale, version of the face she wore when alive. The effect lasts for one night. No
blemishes or flaws mar the Flawless Mask, and the ch’ing shih will have, for the duration of the effect,
a face that looks like white jade — quite beautiful but very unsettling. Any Kuei-jin well-versed in
the ways of Yin (Advanced Yin Prana or Bone Shintai or knowing the li) may recognize the rite. This
rite may only be performed once per lunar cycle (essentially, once a month).

GRracjous ACCEPTANCE OF THE
Most Reverep Lotus BrossoM Girr
(Abvanceo Rjre)
Bone Flowers use this rite to pluck desired information from minds unwilling to give it. At the

end of the rite, the Bone Flower “remembers” the knowledge, while it disappears forever from the
mind of the one who knew it.

System: The Kuei-jin must be in the same room as her target, who must be conscious. The target gjf
must be bound and lying down with his head facing west. The player then makes an Extended Mental ¥ hes

Challenge, with each success offering more information. The ritualist may seek a specific piece of
information (“Where did you place your copy of The Broken-Winged Crane?”) or general knowledge
regarding a particular topic. Abilities and Disciplines may not be acquired in this manner.




LavguinGg Buppxa Mask.
Level Two Artifact

Bone Flowers often need to show a certain degree of geniality in their roles as diplomats to other
Dharmas or shen, something which does not come easily to them. The Laughing Buddha Mask allows
the Bone Flower to gain sociability that she may use in interaction with others. When the Kuei-jin
puts on the mask, it seems to become one with her face. While wearing the mask, the Bone Flower
becomes extraordinarily pleasant to be around, and her face takes on a pale, smiling countenance
that lasts for the scene.

The Kuei-jin spends one point of Yang Chi to activate the mask and gains the Social Traits
Charming, Friendly and Genial, which she may use in Social Challenges (including overbids). Rituals
or Disciplines that would affect her Social Traits affect only the normal Social Trait pool.

BrLack MetaL Ego
Level Three Artifact

Made of highly polished black metal (sometimes obsidian or onyx), these treasures are the size
of a chicken egg. Each one can hold up to 10 Traits of Yin Chi. There are perhaps a dozen of these
items in the world, usually possessed by ancestors.

The Bone Flower channels her own Yin Chi into the egg, where it can be stored for future use.
The Yin Chi remains inside the egg until the Kuei-jin holds the artifact and channels the Yin Chi
back into herself. If Yang Chi is placed in the egg, each point cancels out one point of Yin Chi. If
more Yang Chi than Yin Chi enters the egg, it shatters. Destroying such an artifact will certainly
result in the considerable displeasure of the ancestors.

SouL AsHEs

Level Four Artifact

Soul Ashes appear as a very fine black or gray powder. The Bone Flower sprinkles a pinch of ash
over an item carried by her enemy, where it disappears. Thereafter, the possessor of the affected item
gradually sinks into depression, losing the motivation to do anything and gaining no satisfaction
from the activities in which she does engage (the target should roleplay the effects). The victim loses
one Willpower Trait per night while she carries the cursed item on her person, and she is unable to
regain Willpower during that time. Kuei-jin who are imbalanced toward Yang lose two points of
Willpower a night. Victims who reach zero Willpower fall into utter despair and may attempt
suicide. Mortals who succumb to this temptation can — and often do — take the Second Breath.

The Bone Flower spends one point of Yin Chi to trigger the Soul Ashes before sprinkling them
on the item. The ashes come in small, highly ornate black lacquer boxes that hold enough to affect
four or five victims. If the individual carrying the affected item places it in direct sunlight for one
full day, the Soul Ashes burn off, and the individual begins regaining Willpower as usual.

lesr&uacus
Level Five Artifact

While Bone Flowers prefer to have the most respectful relations possible with the dead, the fact
remains that there are ghosts whose wickedness is an affront to Heaven and the Middle Kingdom.
Ghost Shackles weaken and restrain fractious Spectres while providing Yin Chi to the Bone Flower
who holds the “key.” Ghost Shackles resemble two unconnected, stout, white jade ankle-cuffs with
a heavily inscribed, small, black jade peg “key,” which is necessary to use them. Among all artifacts
available to Shadow Songs, these are the most coveted because of the constant flow of Yin Chi they
provide the key holder.

The Bone Flower must restrain or incapacitate the ghost and close the shackles around its ankles.
Once the shackles are closed, they become the stuff of spirit. While the ghost is bound, any Yin Chi
(Pathos or Angst) that it would have gained shunts directly to the Bone Flower holding the key.
Using this artifact — especially on a ghost who is not clearly a Spectre — will gain the notice of the
Bone Flower ancestors (usually through the complaints of angry wraiths). As Ghost Shackles are
supposedly rare, ancestors investigate such claims without delay.







Masks ju e Darcenep Thearne

MASKS 1IN

THE DARKENERD

THEATRE

Bone Flowers are not all reclusive, quiet scholars.
Many, even most, of them spent a great deal of time out
and about with their wuand getting to know the Middle
Kingdom and the worlds beyond the Wall. Disciples
diverge the most from Bone Flower stereotypes because
they are still searching out a base of knowledge with
which to fuel further study.

The following templates show much of the range of
Bone Flower disciples. Some are dark scholars or ghosts,
others are deadly killers. Use these as ready-made
characters or as inspiration for your own characters.
Storytellers may, of course, use these Shadow Songs as
ready-made contacts, allies or enemies as well.
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AMBASSADOR TO ANCESTORS

Quote: Do not tell me how good you were to your father. His ghost stands behind you even now and weeps.

Prelude: In your living days you could never fathom your role under Heaven. You tried to be a good daughter,
but neither of your parents were happy with you. They both wanted a boy and never tired of telling you how
disappointed they were to have had you. Only your grandmother cared for you, and she told you how your life
would improve once you married and left your family. Your time with her was precious, but always too short.

Your father would drink to excess, come into your room at night and tell you lurid stories of parents leaving

infant girls out in the forest to die of exposure or be consumed by wild beasts. He would chuckle softly and tell
you how lucky you were.

You hated both your parents. You plotted their deaths many times, but you really only looked forward to the
day when you married and finally escaped them. Unfortunately, your father drank away your dowry, and you
weren't quite beautiful enough to marry off without it. You were
terrified that you would be stuck at home for the rest of your life, a
burden on the family, with only your sick grandmother to /
talk to. It didn’t turn out that way.

The walls were thin, and when your father
began making sexual advances toward you, your
grandmother knew it. Rather than allow the family
to become an insult to the ancestors, your grand-
mother poured lantern oil throughout the home and
set it ablaze. Your parents, your grandmother and you

all died in the blaze. -
When you came back, you were amazed to note ..e;*"-Tf

that you could see the spirits in their houses and the
ghosts in their shrouds, including your grandmother,
who still comforted you from the other side. Now you
believe that relations between the two sides of the
Wall need to be warmer. You hope to bring the
comfort of the dead to all those who need it.

Concept: You are a peacemaker. You believe
your ability to perceive the Yin World is a gift that
you should use to bring harmony between ghosts and
Kuei-jin. After all, you are both dead, and you both
linger on to achieve some wisdom.

Roleplaying Hints: Your role as peacemaker
shows up not just between those on different sides
of the Wall, but between different Dharmas or
different types of shen as well. Prevent conflict
where you can. Your fascination with ghosts may
occasionally make it hard for you to empathize with
the living, but it’s a price you're willing to pay.

Equipment: Demure clothes, family mementos, small
collection of texts on the Yellow Springs
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EBON SEDUCTRESS
Quote: A poor huntress chases her prey. A

skilled huntress waits.

Your life took a turn for the worse once the
Americans left. You were scorned by your own
people as a traitor and a whore. When a man

from your own village raped and murdered

you, the locals saw it as a small loss. When he

was caught, the village shamed your memory
by giving him nothing but a perfunctory slap on
the wrist and setting him free. Your mother
could only weep.

Prelude: Your mother was a poor Viet-
namese woman trapped by the vicissitudes
of a war that was bloodier than any had
predicted. She had to eat. And she had to
feed you. When the American soldier of-
fered her what seemed like a small fortune
for a night with you, your mother pulled
you aside, explained exactly what was
going to happen to you and asked you to
forgive her. The incident was not pleas-
ant, but the evening’s discomfort fed

you and your mother for weeks. You guile, wits and sex to get what you
soon found yourself repeating the want from men, and you use that
events of that evening. Your physical i z &Y 4 advantage to its fullest. Gifts, infor-
skills grew, as did your reputation (s mation and Chi all make their way to
and your price. Of all the women i _you in this fashion, and all you have to
doing what you did for money, you " do is smile.

were the best at what you did, and Roleplaying Hints: Hint at scan-
there was power in that distinc- dalous thing5, then play COy. Make

The insult was enough to tear you
back from Yomi.

Concept: You are a dangerous
beauty. With your looks and in-
telligence, it is easy for you to use

tion. American men loved you. thinly veiled suggestive comments,
Their lust made them malleable. S\ . then fall back and wait. Allow your
They paid you great sums of money, \ opponent to pique his own curiosity,

took you to fancy restaurants, bought
you gifts, and in return, you would give them
the hours of pleasure they wanted. It wasn’t an easy
life, there were moments of ugliness, but it was far
better than the lives of most of those around you. You
were almost sorry to see the war end. Almost.

to convince himself of the necessity
of your plan, and let him deliver him-
self into your hands.
Equipment: A well-appointed
apartment, beautifully tailored clothes,
countless gifts from suitors
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Guarpjan oF THE PjLLAR

Quote: I don’t care what verdict you have rendered, Devil-Tiger, this family is under my protection.
Further persistence on your part will merely expedite your return to Yomi.

Prelude: You were a boorish, sake-swilling womanizer during your days among the living, and
you treated your parents and your wife with thinly veiled contempt. Your job, your whoring-
buddies and your opium addiction took obvious precedence over your home life. Your wife neither
knew nor cared that the money she stole from you was to go to a loan shark, she simply wanted
to get the abortion before you became a wretched father as well as a wretched husband. The
Yakuza did not appreciate being toyed with in such a fashion, however, especially by a waste
of skin like you. The thug smoothly lured you into the alley with promises of free opium and
left you with three well-placed stab wounds. As you lay in the freezing alley in Sapporo, feeling
your warm blood pouring from your wounds, it occurred to you that you wanted to be a better
person in your next lifetime.

You only had to wait a week. Snow had |
covered your body in the alley, and you W Ze. S
hadn’t been found. The improper “burial” w P
prevented you from resting, and so, you “e
came back. You found the Yakuza thug
who killed you and thanked him for the
enlightenment he provided you. It was hard
to hate the Yakuza, especially when these sup-
posed gangsters saw to it that your wife was taken
better care of in widowhood than in matri-
mony. Now, they look after her, and you look
after them. It's an odd arrangement, but
there have been stranger.

Concept: The second tenet of the Song
of the Shadow charges you to protect the
family as the central focus of life in the
Middle Kingdom. That you do, with a convic-
tion born of guilt for your dubious
comportment in your living days
and a relentless contempt for
those who are like you once
were. At your best, you are a
noble champion of families; at
your worst, you are a loose can- JA
non and a vigilante, bringing \F’“
painful deaths to those you judge
unredeemable.

Roleplaying Hints: Watch the
mortal world from a cool distance. Be
polite to anyone worth a damn. Those
who prove themselves destructive to re-
spectable families or individuals deserve
to be culled for the protection of fami-
lies and civilization.

Equipment: Simple loft, Glock 17 9

mm pistol (smuggled from the United
States by the Yakuza), photograph of your wife

.; l!;’-




NAME: GUARCIAN
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juvisisLe Warcuer
Quote: When you think you see me,
you won't. I will already be gone.

Prelude: Even as a child, you
were peeking in windows, creeping into
places you didn’t belong and reading other
people’s journals. You honed those interests
into actual breaking and entering skills dur-
ing your turbulent adolescent years. Curiously,
despite all the trespassing, you were never par-
ticularly interested in stealing from the places
yousneaked into; to your way of thinking,
that cheapened the whole experience.
Unfortunately, word of your talents
reached the ears of some small-time
thugs who wanted you to break into the
Tokyo house of a well-known business-
man. It did not go well. The well-known business-
man was the head of a major Yakuza gumi. You
died and your body ended up at the bottom of jigaits
Tokyo Bay.

But the feeling that you weren’t seeing every-
thing still haunted you in Yomi, and your intense
curiosity was enough to grant you the Second
Breath. Becoming a Bone Flower was the obvious
thing to do, and you do it well. When you returned
from Yomi, you went back to the home of the well- " 2=®
known businessman. You spied on his nightly activi- Q
ties, learned his children’s names, found out what kind
of prostitutes he liked, discovered his every last corrupt
business transaction, and once you had learned more
about the man than he knew himself, you set a chain
of events in motion that first dishonored, then
destroyed him. Knowledge, you discovered, truly
1S power.

Concept: Low-key in a crowd and stealthy
when you're alone, you make the gathering
of other people’s information your busi-
ness. [t doesn't matter if you sell it. It
doesn’t matter if you can profit from
it at all, just so long as you know it.
That’s the part that the others just
don’t understand.

Roleplaying Hints: When you can,
you prefer to work alone. Other people’s
lives fascinate you. Watching them when they don’t know they're being watched provides you with a deep
satisfaction. When you're obligated to be around others, you love to hear them talk about themselves. You ask
open ended questions and let people (especially Westerners) rattle on about their lives and businesses and little
secrets. You smile and nod and take mental notes for later use. If you have to disguise yourself to gain access to
this information, you happily do so. Ten thousand masks are available to you; why not use them?

Equipment: Lock picks, simple black clothing, covert video and audio surveillance equipment
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Ossessep NECROMANCER and yet, you are weary of jumping to conclu-

Quote: The secrets of the dead are not like our sions as you did in life. You must learn
secrets, Mr. Kim, as I'm sure our strange visitors more about the exact process of death.
have explained to you by now. You can hear the ghosts and see

Prelude: You were always the quiet the ghﬂst, l{)ut you are still stuck
little girl poking around in things Gn‘thts side of the Wall, and
you shouldn’t. One day you trapped N N frustrates you endlessly.
a wasp and a fly in the same jar and § Y?U pursue the teach-
watched with unrivaled fascination \{ R\ Nes of your Dharma
as the wasp mounted the fly in mid- with azeal few Dtb*
air and began to eat it alive. When the ers can match in
process was done there was nothing left of your quest for
the fly but a wing in the bottom of the jar. That the kI‘U’.':]WIEdgf:
was how you saw life after that: a thing that that will allow
lands on our back and eats away at us until you to travel

there’s nothing left. You were to t}_"lﬁ' Yellow
only 20 when the gnawing Springs and
of the wasp became too back. Itjl the
much, and you let it con- mejantlme,
sume you entirely by you're content

Cutting Open your wrists to watch the

in a bath of warm light fade from
water. the eyes of the

. + living and see
Your time in &

. heir ghosts sli
the Hell of Being ; : JP
Eaten Alive showed from their bodies.

you that the Yama | RU!EPIEYng
Kings had some- Hints: Like most of

thing of a twisted your Dharma, you are
sense of humor and quiet and distant most of
that your understand- the time, but when you have
ing had been far from the chance to study a death,
complete. Deep within you are filled with an enthusiasm
you, the P'o demanded others find disconcerting. You are

that you be able to deepen \\"'-. also capable of being quite socially

your understanding. The engaging when a conversation turns
Second Breath came to the macabre. Because of this, most

auickl’ aftde vou Svoured of yoursocial interactionsare with ghosts.

the wasp on your back.

Concept: The riddles of
Yomi and death fascinate you
beyond all reason. You are cer- '.
tain that your connection with
the cold forces of Yin give you
insights into death and dying
that others cannot fathom,

Equipment: A crypt converted
as your resting place,
a small library on
the subject of

death and
ghosts
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Quote: That a weapon does not belong to you does not
mean you cannot destroy your opponents with it.

Prelude: It secretly disappointed you that Japan
You

had

never went to war during your lifetime.
committed Sun Tzu's The Art of
War and Miyamoto Musashi’s The
Book of Five Rings to memory by
the time you entered university.
You maintained excellent grades,
despite playing go during most of
your spare time and feeling your
martial urges unfulfilled.

When your death came, it was by
the hand of a simple street thug who just
wanted your fat businessman’s wallet.
There was no honor in your end.

And so, you took the Second
Breath to fix that oversight. You
found yourself in a position where
your knowledge could help you.
During your kéa you tracked down
your killer and used your knowl-
edge of strategy to torment
and tetrify him for nights
on end. Finally, you /.>\
killed him in a Fﬂ |

drawn out cer- (/Sy}

emony.

When
the Bone
Floweran-
cestors re-
alized your
tactical
skills,-
t h ey
spoke to
Kuro-sama, and
you were invited to
study at Daisetsuzan,
where your knowledge of
tactics and techniques |
for infiltration and as- | |
sassination were ex-
panded by orders of 4
magnitude.

"

&

~

| \(4 N

Concept: You are a cold and calculating tactician.
You know more ways to kill silently than most Kuei-jin
know how to kill at all. You do not like to engage in
combat, but your curiosity often gets the better of you,
and you set up situations that allow you to test your
strategies in the real world. The time you spent study-
ing at Daisetsuzan was the most powerful time in your

life or unlife. Unlike most Bone Flowers, when an urge
to conflict hits you, you may not be able to master it.
Roleplaying Hints: Scrutinize those around
you. Know their limitations, as well as your
own. Do not rush stupidly into conflict, but if
conflict is necessary, plan it out very care-

fully to maxi-
mize your chances of
success. Once you've gath-
ered intelligence about your op-
ponent, take the necessary steps to
see that you are utterly victorious.

Equipment: Various weapons, both
modern and ancient, a treasured copy of

Sun Tzu’s The Art of War

\
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APPENDIX:
PERFEL?

MASTERS

Bone Flowers spend much of their existences learning
from a series of teachers. The quest for more knowledge,
more wisdom and further enlightenment consumes them
like no other Kuei-jin. The most august of these teachers
gain a fame in the Dharma that flows across the Middle
Kingdom, ignoring matters of court and rivalry. Younger
Kuei-jin can also gain recognition in the Dharma, espe-
cially if they have accomplished much or come to the
Dharma from another path.

The following “perfect masters” are some of the great-
est minds in the Dharma and some of its rising stars. Of
course, there are many others who play important roles in
the Song of the Shadow. The fame of the young can be
fleeting indeed, although the position of ancient masters
is much more enduring.

Liy; Zuou,
Taron oF THE MeTaL Dragon

Lili Zhou was an interpreter in Hong Kong at the turn
of the century. Her rape and murder by a British assistant

to the consul caused a brief stir and some friction between
the native Chinese and the British, but it passed. It did
not pass for Lili. Her P'o struggled for months before
escaping Yomi, finally succeeding, and when she finally
took the Second Breath, she was a raging thing. The few
representatives of the Flame Court still in Hong Kong
found her by following the trail of cannibalized British
bodies. The local British press was attempting to pin the
murders on a hypothetical “morally diseased Chinaman,”
but thanks to Robert Pedder and his associates, the story
never made its way intoprint. Pedder was afraid one of his
own Kindred had committed the crimes in frenzy and
aggressively clamped down on the press. He never did
learn the true identity of the murderer or that he had
covered up a crime committed by “the enemy.”

Lili initially entered Kuei-jin culture as a follower of
the Howl of the Devil-Tiger, which seemed to suit her
rage and her attunement to the southern direction. After
achieving the Second of Ten Dawns and taking a notable

toll on the British population of Hong Kong as part of the
nascent Victorious Whirlwind wi (see World of Darkness:
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Hong Kong), she was quite certain that her destiny did
not include becoming a devil. At the moment of her
questioning, she saw dead cherry blossoms being blown
from a tree by a cold wind, and she realized where her
destiny lay. Initially, she was not a favorite of the more
enlightened Bone Flowers who wished to restore the
Flame Court, and she was not assigned to a wu, but her
diligence in her studies forced them to concede that she
was quite cold-minded and deserving of favor, Further-
more, her proficiency with the English language granted
herastanding thatothers lacked. When the Metal Dragon
Talon wu lost one member to anespecially perceptive —
and dangerous — Kin-jin (Pedder himself, who had long
been marked for assassination), Lili replaced her with the
mandarin’s blessing. The other four members of the wu
were sparing in their praise of the notion. They asked the
mandarin to reconsider. Lili was less advanced on her
Dharmic path than the woman she was replacing, but the
mandarin, who had full say over such things, could notbe

dissuaded.

[t was a perfect fit. Lili’s disdain for Occidentals, Kin-
jin in particular, served her well, as did her brief time as a
Devil-Tiger. She underwent training in the requisite
techniques and even attained the rank of jina during her
training. She rapidly earned the respect of her wu.

Most recently, the Metal Dragon Talon has traveled
to San Francisco to hasten the ousting of the Kin-jin.
Many among the Flame Court are eager to make San
Francisco payback for the years of gweilo occupation of
Hong Kong.

PROFiLE
Nature: Fanatic

P’o Nature: The Slave

Demeanor: Judge

Bowue Fiowers

Balance: Yin
Direction: South
Dharma: The Song of the Shadow 4

Attributes: Strength 2, Dexterity 4, Stamina 3, Cha-
risma 3, Manipulation 2, Appearance 3, Perception 3,
Intelligence 3, Wits 3

Abilities: Alertness 2, Athletics 2, Dodge 4, Empathy
1, Enigmas 3, Etiquette 3, Expression 3, Investigation 2,
Linguistics 4, Martial Arts 4, Melee 3, Occult 2, Rituals 3,
Stealth 2, Streetwise 2, Subterfuge 4, Survival 1,

Disciplines: Bone Shintai 4, Demon Shintai 3, Flesh
Shintai 2, Yin Prana 3

Backgrounds: Allies 2, Contacts 3, Horoscope 2
Yin: 6, Yang: 4, Hun: 4, P’o: 5, Willpower: 8

Kv Zu, TmHE BoNe ANCESTOR
or CHONGQING

Among the most celebrated of the Bone Flower
ancestors remaining among Kuei-jin society, the Bone
Ancestor is the august ruler of the Bone Court of
Chongging. Among the most learned of all extant Kuei-
jin, Ku Zu has a mind that enables her to remember facts,
dataand conversations with perfect recall. Centuries after
meeting a minor functionary from a distant court, she will
remember his name and other details the moment he
enters her presence again. Her mastery of even the most
complex points of etiquette is legendary, especially when
it comes to the ways of the Yellow Springs.

Ku Zu was a beggar woman in Kaifeng when she died.
A haughty minister of Emperor Shen Zong ordered her
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death because he deemed her too ugly to be on the streets,
and his servants disposed of her body with a shameful lack
of ceremony. Such a death did not sit well with Heaven.

Once Ku Zu took the Second Breath, she began
haunting the minister's nights. She was hesitant to kill
him because he had a great deal of power, and she did not
wish to plunge the somewhat shaky dynasty into a tail-
spin. Instead, she terrorized him and drained his Chi with
a frequency that left him chronically bedridden. When
others had risen to take his position, she granted the
minister a quick death by draining his Chi entirely.

Ku Zu is among those Bone Flowers visibly marked by
her time in the Black Metal Egg. She is a ch’ing shih, and
her metallic black skin stretches tightly over her face.
However ugly she was at the time of her death, she far
exceeds that now. Nevertheless, both the Dharma and
the Bone Court consider her appearance a sign of her
station. Her position as Bone Ancestor, which she has
held for the last 600 years, places her social standing
beyond reproach.

Her interpretations of the tenets are very conserva-
tive. Once emotion has been excised from the interpreta-
tion process, she claims, clarity infuses the mind, and the
way becomes obvious. Her preferred technique for arriv-
ing at that clarity of mind is pain. Those who come to
learn the Dharma from her soon find that her methods of
instruction are truly difficult to forget.

Ku Zu resides in the grand subterranean library of
Chongqing. Her personal offices are well hidden and
comprehensively warded against all manner of intrusion.

Kuro=saMa, Exaitep Sensk;
oF DajseTsuzan

During his life, Kuro-sama lived in the early Heian
period of Japan’s history, Kuro-sama was a chi’n ta of the
Go Kamisori Gama clan of assassin magi. Although a
skilled assassin and tactician, he never achieved the
heights of power and status. He was too content to serve
his betters to undertake the willful campaign for power
and enlightenment necessary for true status among the
Lightning People. He served as a teacher but never a
leader. His humble service was not rewarded.

Three former students (including his own grandson)
who had not been accepted into the clan (and, thus, felt
his demanding teaching style was “unfair”) betrayed him
to a rival. Kuro-sama’s death was extraordinarily painful,
and all those who participated in his final moments were
overcome by shame to see such a noble man die such a
hideous death. They tossed his body into the ocean and
thought about it as little as possible.

A scant few nights later, they were forced to think
about it again. In the dark hell of Kakuri, Kuro-sama’s P’'o
raged at his betrayal. His quiet manner, however, would
have left him in Yomi had it not been for the intervention
of the wizard Jizo the Wanderer. The only kindly soul in
the entirety of the dark realm, Jizo told Kuro-sama quite

simply that he had made his own shackles. Enlightened,
the assassin let his rage loose for the briefest of moments

and took the Second Breath. (For more on Kakuri and Jizo
the Wanderer, see The Thousand Hells.)

Kuro-sama meditated for the first evening of his
return to grant himself the cold-mindedness it would

require to avenge his death. He fed on the Chi of his

perfidious grandson and the other two traitors. Then,
with only the benefit of his vast knowledge of assassina-
tion and a few meager Disciplines, Kuro-sama infiltrated

the camp of his murderer, a mage of vast repute. His °

enemy was dead and buried with the appropriate rites
before it occurred to anyone that he was missing.

Kuro-sama, no longer capable of wielding the magics
he had once known, returned to his clan only long enough

to let them know what had befallen him. From there, he

joined the newly returned Bishamon wji to learn the ways

of the vampires. No longer willing to restrain himselfbut

still happy to serve honorable ancestors, he rose in pres-
tige among the vampires. His approach to the Second
Breath was as considered and rational as his approach to
assassination, and he progressed in his Dharma with a
rapidity that others found excessive. Their envy made
him uncomfortable, and he took two students and re-
treated to the desolation of Daisetsuzan on the northern-
most Japanese island of Hokkaido. There he trained them
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in the ways of assassination for thréee years. The length of
the training period has not changed, and he will not vary
it for any student. Students trying to slip away without
finishing their training do not survive their escape. Kuro-
sama has sworn that failed students would never return to
betray him again, so those students who begin their
training with him but cannot complete it meet Final
Death as painlessly as possible.

Kuro-sama is nothing if not practical and cold-minded.
Nothing matters to him but results. His students learn to
use every method available to attain their goals. Ghostly
informants, poisons, disguise, seduction, political intrigues,
strategy and tactics all figure into Kuro-sama’s training,
and any student who leaves Daisetsuzan is well versed in
all of these. They also learn the Song of the Shadow as
well, because Kuro-sama will not teach followers of any
other Dharma, whom he describes as “too hot.”

He now follows each training cycle with four years of
solitary meditation and Dharmic study. Kuro-sama’s great-
est hope at this time is to reach The Hundred Clouds
before the commencement of the Sixth Age.

The Most Serene Brack PearL
Mistress, MoTHER OF SHaDoOWS

The arhat of the Song of the Shadow Dharma has
denied the urge to leave the Middle Kingdom, and she
remains humbly among the rabble of the world with a
small retinue of those seeking to fine-tune their

Bone ﬁﬂ‘l_b‘ﬂzl

understanding of the Dharma. It is her most exalted desire
to prevent the loss of all knowledge and the destruction of
the family during the Sixth Age. Once that dark time
passes, many believe she will choose to rejoin the Great
Cycle once more.

She rarely speaks and only makes herself accessible to
the most worthy students of the Dharma. Even they must
find where she and her nightmare entourage (the Most
Exalted Shadow Blossom Family) have wandered. Her
words are so cloaked in riddles as to sound like madness,
though those few who understand her (or claim to) insist
that she possesses uncanny insights into everything rang-
ing from the Yama Kings to Kin-jin and the coming of the
Sixth Age.

On occasion, the Most Serene Black Pearl Mistress,
Mother of Shadows, will visit cities where the most
enlightened Bone Flower bodhisattvas reside, and she will
humbly request an audience with them. She has been to
Chongging three times in the last 500 years, the Shaolin
Monastery twice and to Seoul once. In recent months,
rumors have circulated that the Most Exalted Shadow
Blossom Family is traveling to the Green Courts. Some
say that she wants to learn the secrets of the strange
visitors from the West herself, particularly after the recent
destruction of three bodhisattvas by an ancient Kin-jin.
The Most Serene Black Pearl Mistress, Mother of Shad-
ows, understands the forces of Yin more completely than
any other in existence, or so it is said, so why she might
seek out these strange visitors is beyond speculation.

Folklore claims that she was the daughter of a scholar
in the early Qin empire. Supposedly, she was so spoiled
that she became an embarrassment to her father, who had
her murdered, both as a means of saving face and as a ploy
for sympathy. It is said that by studying with the philoso-
pher Zhuangzi many years after her death, the Most
Serene Black Pearl Mistress, Mother of Shadows, came to
an understanding of wuwei, a philosophy of “action by
inaction” or “effortlessness” which has guided her unerr-
ingly along the path of her Dharma.

Despite her vast age, the Most Serene Black Pearl
Mistress, Mother of Shadows, resembles a beautiful girl of
16. When in the wilds, she wears little beyond clay and
ashes. When she enters populated areas, however, she
wears featureless black robes and a black broad-brimmed
hat that keeps her face in constant shadow as an act of
deference to those who have become ch'ing shih through
their devotion to the Black Metal Egg.

The Most Exalted Shadow Blossom Family is very
difficult to find: These renown Bone Flowers do not
frequent cities and travel only on nights of the new moon.
The entire entourage wears black silk robes and enormous
broad-brimmed hats. They travel in complete silence.
The company comprises between five and 10 Kuei-jin of
formidableenlightenment and an enormousretinue of ghosts.
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